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Editor @ Message

As rea danger to western democracies
proliferatesfrom hate-filledregimesasfar flung
as lran, North Korea, and Venezuela, as it
mushiooms from terrorist endaves hidden in
cornersof Pakistanor Yemenor even Great
Britain, media chatter and diplomatic efforts
continueto focuson the conflict betweenlsrael
andits Arab neighborsjust asthey havefor the
pastforty years.

An obsessionwith OThePeaceProcess,Ghe
on-againoff-again negotiationsbetweenlsrael
andthe PalestinianAuthority (PA) generatedy
the 1993 Oslo Accords and facilitated by the
Quartet,idealizesthe potentialof a Ofinalpeace
agreement@ndinfinitely agonizesover the fate
of Palestinian®n the WestBankandin Gaza.

One would never know that OThe Peace
ProcessOhas been a failure, despite massive
international efforts and repeatel attempts by
Israeli administrationsfrom both the left and
right, to discovera formulathatwould concludea
real peace

Whether by agreement or in response to
unilateral Israeli concessons and/or retreats,
Palestiniadeaderssupportedy Muslim regimes
acrossthe region, repeatedlyrefuseto signon to
any peace proposal unless it includes their
maximalistdemands especiallythe unfettered
resettlemenof millions of Palestinianswithin
Israel®borders suicidefor the Jewishstate. On
the contrary eachlsraeli concessiorin the past
decade (such as the withdrawal from Gaza)
yielded increased Palestinian violence (i.e,
unrelentingshellingof the Israelitown of Sderot
and environs). With the Palestiniansurrently
divided into two fadions vying for palitical
supremacy Fatahin control of the Palestinian
Authority in the WestBankandHamasin charge
of Gaza,thereis virtually no chancefor any
resolutionof the Israel-Palestiniaonflict at this
time, especiallysinceHamas@aisondOetrés the
destructiorof Israel.

Yet, OThePeaceProcess@mainsat the top of
the American and Europeanlist of diplomatic
priorities. Given the importanceof the United
States to Israel®@ security (particularly with
respectto the looming Iranian nuclearthreat),

Absurd Obsession

PeaceProcess@od. Accordingly, Israel©Prime
Minister Netanyahussuedyet anotherunilateral
concessiongleclaringa 10-monthOfreezath new
approvalsfor constructionof residentialhousing
within existinglsraelicommunitiedocatedin the
WestBank, excludingeastJerusalem.

Ironically, this Israeligesturebecamenecessary
asa resultof a misconceivedJ.S. demandthat
Israel unilaterally freezeall constructionon the
West Bank (including Jerusalem)Jeading the
Palestinians to admt the sane demand as a
preconditionfor returningto OPeacérocessO
negotiations - something that had never
previouslybeena hindranceto their participation.

As the outsideworld continuesto imposetried
andfailed strategiesthe Netanyahugovernment
is looking for new paradigmsthat would make
peacewith Israel compelling for the average
Palestinian. Netanyahuhaspursueda relatively
quiet policy of facilitating Palestinianeconomic
developmentn the WestBank by taking a series
of measues, including gradudly eliminating
securitycheckpointsthatimpedetransportation
anddelegatingto the AmericantrainedPA police
force responsibilityfor generalsecurityin major
Palestiniancities (while Israel still retainsan
activenocturnalcounterterrorismprogram). The
immediate results, including major economic
expansioron the WestBank (andthe murderthus
far of atleastonelsraeliby Palestiniarterrorists),
shouldgive OThePeaceProcessinkiespause.

Someherald the recenteconomicsuccessf
PrimeMinister Netanyahu€strategyaskey to the
bottom-up development of a reliable civilian
Palestinianinstitutional infrastructure,essential
for the ultimate creationof a stablePalestinian
state. By creatingan alternativeto the top-down
modelof institution building (which fed the type
of political andfinancial corruptionperfectedoy
the late Yasir Arafat and extantto this day), the

hope is that the advantages of corruption-free self-

governancavill becomaerresistibleto themajori
ty of Palestinians.A soundeconomicfoundation
will be good for Palestinians individually and will
strengthentheir ability and desireto develop
technical expertise in proper self-governance
(e.g.,crediblefiscal managemerandthe delivery

Israel makes appropriate genuflections to the OThe Of basiccivil andsecurityservices).
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Furthermore]sraeli counterterrorismstrategy
must succeedin assuringa pacified and more
tranquil Palestiniarsociety A healthyeconomic
environment can only help by providing
opportunitiesfor thosemembersof the defeatec
Palestiniarterroristgroupsinterestedn returning
to anormallife thatincludesgainful employmen
atreasonablevages. Economicopportunitymay
alsosiphonoff potentialnew recruitsawayfrom
theterroristoutfits.

Prime Minister Netanyahueconomicpeace
initiative deservesseriousattentionand suppori
from all parties interested in lasting peace
betweenlsrael andits neighbors. Nevertheless
since the beginningof this conflict, economic
well-beinghasbeentrumpedby the priorities of
Palestinian/Muslinpolitics. If economicswere
the key, the hugestridesin standard-of-livingthe
Palestinianexperiencedetweenl967,whenthe
West Bank and Gaza came under the
administrationof Israel,and 1988 should never
haveyieldedthe violenceof Intifadal, let alone
the OsloAccord-inducederrorwar of Intifadall.

Palestinian leaders have proven that the
Palestiniangould be living thelifestyle of Saudi
kings, but thatdoesnot meanthattherewould be
peacewith a JewishState.

For thereto be any chancefor real peace the
Jew hatred that permeates all aspects of
Palestinian culture must go through radical
transformation. Coincidentalwith the signing of
the Oslo Accords, below the radar screensof
Western media, feveish anti-Jewish/anti-¢raé
hatredwasformalizedin Palestinianinstitutions
andmedia.This genocidalpoisonis fed into the
minds of everyonefrom the youngestschoo
children through every adult who prays at a
mosque. In all spheres newsmedia,education
entertainmentyreligion - the core messageto
Palestinians and ther Arab neighbors is
criminally dehumanizingOMurdetthe Jewsand
destroytheirinfidel Jewishstate.O

Institutiondized hatred of this magnitude
undermineghe possibility of peaceWho is con
fronting this resurgence of vengeful anti-Semit
on the internationalscene? No one is talking
about it in the Europe countries where antk
Semitism is once again becoming visibly



Editor @ Message(continued)

prominent. Nor is it on the United NationsO
priority list that focuses its attention on the
travestycalledthe GoldstoneReport. Whenthe
question of an Israeli-Palestinian peace
agreements the subject,the United Stateswith
an office in the State Departmentthat reports
annually on anti-Semitism,seemsto treat this
malignant matter with almost studied indifference.
One would expectlsrael and its friendsin the
American Christianand Jewishcommunitiesto
make a major issueof the toxic Arab message,
conveyed 24/7, by all media associted with
Palestiniarinstitutionsandculture.

F

GEFEN

The samehatredphenomenorxistsin the two
Arab states with which Israel signed peace
treaties:EgyptandJordan. TheAnti-Defamation
Leaguerecentlyreportedthat anti-Semitismand
Israel-hatred routinely saturates the Egyptian
mediaat alarmingproportions. This is not news.
Egypt® numberone best-selleris the infamous
Protocols of the Elders of ZiorSo popularit was

turned into a television series! Jordan is not much

better And if Islamistswereto succeedvlubarak
or Abdullah, a not outlandishpossibility how
likely are those peae treaties with Isreel to
endure? Only Israal@ilitary might assures Ocold

peace@ith its neighbors. Thatis whatmakesthe
entire OPeacdrocess@vith the Arab world a
theologythatis fragile andultimately unreliable.

It is time for Israelandits friendsto lead a
full-throatedeffort to identify Arab indoctrinatior
of Jew hatredinto the minds of their peoplesas
the number one obstade to peace. Without
addressing this basic problem, the would-be
Middle East ORace Processers@ill continue
pursuingan absurdobsession.

David Schimel
Editor
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DOESTHE PA HAVE A FUTURE?

The Break-up

By ShmueRosner
Reprintedfrom TheNewRepublic(Novemberl8, 2009)

reactingto PalestinianpresidentMahmoud

Abbas&promisenotto seekre-electionin one
of three ways: They believed him and didn®
really care;they believedhim andworried about
the possiblevacuumfollowing his disappearance
from the political scene;or they didnOtbelieve
him. Lastweek,thethird optionseemedo bethe
most common read in Jerusalem. Abbas is

I sraeli officials and experts were initially

bluffing, the reasoning goes, in the hope of getting
more sympathy from the international community

making Israel more proneto concessionsand
forcing a nervousAmerican administrationto
pressurdsraelsomemore.
Despitecontentionghat his Odecisiolis not for
negotiationor maneuveOtherewere numerous
signsthat is preciselywhat he is doing. Abbas
hasnDsaid he is going to resign his role as
chairman of the Palestinian Liberation
Omanization or as the head of the Fatah

movement. If he keeps these positions for himself,

the position of president becomes of less
importance- evenin the casethat someoneelse
gets it. And since Palestinianelectionsaren®
likely to happenany time soon,Abbasdoesn
haveto be Ore-elected® stay in charge.lt@
revealing that Fateh is not even looking for
subgtitutes yet. ONe wonOt search for
replacementdor PresidentAbbas,CPalestinian
negotiatorSaebErekatsaidlastweek.

But recent daysOevents have causal some
Israelisobservergo scratchtheir heads.Canhe
seriouslymeanit? With every passingday, with
evay added combative statement, with every
blow to his statedgoal - not evenEuropeagreed
to endorse the unilateral declaration of a
Palestiniarstate- theyOveealizedthat if Abbas
didn®initially meanit, he might be reachinga
pointwherethere®no turningback.

Abbas has certainly suacealed in attrading

to the streetsof Palestiniarcities calling him to
stay ashavedignitariessuchas QuartetMiddle
EastpeaceenvoyTony Blair andlsraeliPresident
Shimon Peres.Such pleasdon®come because
Abbasis sucha brilliant leader but becauseof
fear of the expectedvoid in the unlikely casehe
really goes It@ a seriousconcern:The collapseof
the PalestiniarAuthority would definitely posea
problem to Israel and the internationd
community

But Abbas®promisenot to run is unlikely to
solve his underlyingchallenges andhe largely
hashimself to blame.While the Americansand
Israeliswerefinally reachingan agreemenbn a
partial settlemenfreezeat the trilateral meeting
this pastSeptembein New York, Abbasrefused
to admitthatatotal freezewasno longeraviable
option. He continued his intransigence in a
meetingwith Secretaryof StateHillary Clinton
two weeksago in Abu Dhabi. And this past
Wednesdayin a public appearancenarking the
five yearsthat have passedsince the death of
YasserArafat, Abbasvowed, yet again,that he
will not go back to negotiating with Israel
Quithout a full cessaion of settlement
construction, including Jeusdem and natural
growth.O

Thatis onetall tree he hasclimbed.Abbasis
now committed to a stance that cannot be
acceptableto an Americanadministrationthat
pridesitself on engagementvith friend andfoe,
anddialoguewithout preconditionsIf Obamais
willing to negotiatewith MahmoudAhmadinejad,
how canAbbasgetawaywith refusingto talk to
Israeli prime minister BenjaminNetanyahu®n
the otherhand,with every bombasticstatement,
Abbasseemso belimiting his domesticoptions.
How canhe go backto negotiationswhile saving
face with his own people after repeatedly
promisingnot to do so unlesslsrael freezesall

sympathyThousands of demonstrators have taken Settlementonstruction?

He canOt - and the frustrated Obama
administration has finaly realized that the
negotiations are unlikely to happen any time s
Netanyahuguick to sensethe changingmoodin
the Obamaadministration hasturnedto an old
Israelitrick: WhenPalestinianstumble,rekindle
negotiationswith Syria. Israeli prime minister
Yitzak Rabindid the samething in the early O90s
as he was Onotaverseto the notion of playing
Syriaandthe PalestiniansaigainsteachotherOas
Efraim Inbar explainedin his bookon Rabinand
Israel® national security Now Netanyahuand
DefenseMinister EhudBarak- anothemasterof
zigzaggingbetweenthe two tracks- are playing
the same game, with rumblings emerging ove
pastfew daysfrom the supposedlydeep-freeze
Israeli-Syriannegotiations.

All this present®\bbas with new challenges a
few options. He can cave and return to the
negotiatingtable - but this will weakenhim
domestically even more than he is né¥e can tn
the unilateral course proposed by his prime
minister SalamFayyad- or go evenfurther, as
somestatementshis pastweekseemto suggest
andestablisha statewithout the benefitof Israeli-
Palestinianagreementshoping that the Oworld(
will comearoundto recognizingit. Or he can
disappoint all the cynics and actually quit with
tail betweenhis legs, with very little to show
having lost Gazato Hamasand gainednothing
throughnegotiations.

WhenAbbas was first appointed in 2004, Isr:
expertDanny Rubinsteindescribechim as Othe
default leader, the person one dates on the
rebound,a OconsolatiotoverOfor a time after a
hard separationuntil true love appears.@&ive
yearslater, not much haschangedAnd until a
more nimble paramourentersthe dating pool,
Israel will be relegatedto spinsterhoodor the
foreseeabléuture.!

ShmueRosneran editor and columnistbasedn Tel Aviv.



Doesthe PA Have a Future?

The Third Intifada

By SteverA. Cook
Reprintedfrom TheNewRepublic(Novemberl6, 2009)

he Palestinianterritories are descending

I into chaos,but manyin Washingtonseem
unconcernedThe Palestiniansn the West

Bank havetoo muchto losefrom a new uprising,
some are arguing, given the recent modeate
improvementsn their daily lives. Othersassert
that the PalestinianAuthority Security Forces,
trainedunderAmericansupervisionwill prevent

the Palestinians from making the mistakes of 1987

and2000.Yetthe dynamicsof Palestiniarpolitics

indicate that a third intifada is likely to erupt in the

nearfuture.If historyis anyguide,the Palestinian
leadershipof the WestBank - whetherit includes
MahmoudAbbasor not - may againlook to a
violence to improve its sagging domestic
popularity
ThroughoutcontemporaryPalestinianhistory,
spilling Israeliblood hasoften beenthe bestway
for competingpolitical factionsto burnishtheir
nationalistcredentialsConsidey for example the
founding of Hamas.In the 1980s,Islamic Jihad
becamepopularamongPalestiniandecauseof
their attackson Israelis- to the extentthat they
begansiphoningoff supportergrom the Palestine
branchof the Muslim Brotherhood.In orderto
compete,the Brotherhoodformed the Islamic
Resistance Movement (better known byAitabic

YasserArafat. Had the first intifada beenleft to
the Onewguard,@he PLO andArafat®dominant
faction, Fatah,would have surely witheredand
eventually diedAs a resultArafat quickly sought
to leveragethe violencedirectedat Israelisto his
political advantageturning the intifada into a
resistancerojectof his Tunis-basedeadership.
Thereis no clearerexampleof this strategicuse
of violencethanthe secondntifada, which began
in Septembel000. Suffering politically because
he almostmadea dealwith Israelat CampDavid
thatsummey then-PresiderArafat usedviolence
to re-edablish his credibility with the many

Palestinians who not only regarded him as corrupt

andineffective,but alsocomplicit with Israeland
the United States in undemining Palestinian
aspirations of statehood. Moreover, like the
emegenceof Hamasin the 1980s Arafat&Fatah,

which had been negotiating peace with the Israelis

for the betterpart of the previousdecade was
forcedto matchthe violenceof both Hamasand

Islamic Jihad with a new militant arm, the al-Agsa

Martyrs Brigade.

The political dynamicsat work that led to
Hamastwo intifadas,andthe creationof al Agsa
Martyrs Brigade havenot suddenlydisappeared
today Indeed,the warningsignsarejust beneath

acronym, Hamas). By most measures, the strategy the surface After a modestuptick in Mahmoud

worked: Hamasis now a massmovementthat

Abbas$ popularity through the spring and

controls the Gaza Strip and enjoys deep support in summer Palestinian confidence in him has

the West Bank. To be sure,the group also uses
social services,education,and health care as
mechanismdor political mobilization. Yet what
hasenabledHamasto remainmore popularthan
otherPalestiniarfactionsis - asthe middle word
of its namesuggests its violent resistanceo
Israelioccupation.

Around the sametime that Hamasemepged, a
caraccidentoutsidethe Jabaliyarefugeecampin
Gaza spaiked the first intifada The uprising
surprisedalmosteveryone,but it soonbecame
abundantly clear that the fight was not just
betweenstonethrowing Palestiniarkids andthe
Israel Defense Forces. The more important
conflict for the Palestinians was yet anothe
internecinebattle: the PLO OoldguardGn Tunis
versusa new group of West Bank and Gazan
elites. No one recognize the danger of this
situationfor the Palestiniareadershifbetterthan

plummeted. His willingness to deay
consideratiorof the Reportof the United Nations
FactFinding Mission on the GazaConflict - the
GoldstoneReport- left the Palestiniarpresident
opento withering attacksfrom within his own
partyandHamas The Islamistshaveconsistently
soughtto portrayAbbasasa stoogeof Israeland
the United States,and the controversyover the
GoldstoneReportprovidedampleopportunityfor
Hamasto hammeraway at his leadershipand
commitmento the PalestiniarcauseAt thesame

time, the recent exchange of 20 female Palestinian
prisoners for a videotape of Corporal Gilad Shalit,

who hasbeenheldin Gazafor threeyears,wasa
political victory for Hamas.

The Palestinian Authority® newfound
toughnes®n theissueof settlementswhich was
nevea before a precondition for negotiaions,
indicatesthatthe WestBank leadershigs feeling

thepolitical heatfrom Hamas.Thelslamistshave
long argued that the PAG commitment to
negotiationss tantamounto capitulationto the
Israeliswho, Hamasconcludeshaveno intention
of cedinganyterritory to the PalestiniansAs the
Israelis continue to build in Jerusalem and
beyond Hamas€harrativewill likely makesense
to moreandmorePalestiniansSecretaryof State
Hilary Clinton® description of Israeli proposals
temporarily limit settlement construction as
Ounprecedented@rther damagedAbbas, who
had placed enormous faith in the Obama
administratiorto bring thelsraelisto heel.

In a December2004 interview with the pan
Arab daily Al Shag Al Awsat Abbasaffirmed the
right of Palestinians to resist occupation, but a
same time stated, QJsing the weapons was
harmfulandhasgot to stop.OAbbaswasmaking
the statemenfrom a position of strengthasthe
presumptivewinner of Palestinianpresidentia
electionswith no real competitors Almost five
yearslater, things are looking very different for
Abbasandhis associatesGiven their deteriorat
ing political fortunes- The New York Times
recently warned of potential PA collapse -
Palestinianleadersmay well concludethat an
intifada can be useul for their short-term
domesticpolitical benefit.

To be sue, an intifada would wreck the
significantprogresghat Palestiniansn the West
Bankhavemadeoverthelastyearto rebuildtheir
shatteredeconomyandestablishstateinstitutions.
Yet society®interestsoften comeat the expenst
of personapolitical expediencyespeciallyif the
survival of political leaders is at stalén intifada
would allow Abbasandhis partnersto shakeoff
the lingering notionsamongPalestinianghatthe
PA hasbecomea mereservantof Israeland its
Americanmasters.

Faith in the PalestinianAuthority® security
forces, which have received U.S. suwpervised
training in Jordan, seems misguidAtthough the
Palestiniarpolice havereceivedhigh marksfrom
the Israelis,it remainsan openquestionwhethei
the rank and file would interveneto preven
clashesbetweenlsraelisand PalestiniansThey
preventedMVestBank angerfrom turning violent
duringlastwinter@ OperationCastLeadin Gaza
But it may be difficult for the Palestinian forces
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maintain security in a fraught political
environmentwith the PAG future in doubtand
Hamas ergaging in psychological warfare to
convincePalestinianghat theseforcesare little

morethana branchof the Israelimilitary.

table, the Middle East impasse is about to get

ForWashington, which is working hard to bring  worse.Whenthe violencefinally erupts,no one

Israelisand Palestiniangdackto the negotiating

shouldbeterribly surprised!

StevenA. Cookis the Hasib J. SabbaghSeniorFellow for Middle EasternStudiesat the Council on

ForeignRelations.

British Policeand Intelligence Officers SentTo Tackle
UK-Funded Torturers On WestBank

By David Rose
Reprintedfrom Daily Mail (UK) (October27,2009)

he Governmentis sendingBritish police
andintelligenceofficers to the WestBank

to try to stop a wave of brutal torture by
Palestinian security forces funded by UK
taxpayers.

Their missionis to set up and train a new
Onternal  affairsOdepartment with sweeping
powersto investigateabuseandbring torturersto
justice.

The departments being paid for by Britain,
with aninitial planningbudgetof £100,000- a
sumsetto soarasit become®stablished.

Yesterday a senior official from the semi-
autonomousPalestinianAuthority (PA), which
runs the West Bank and its security agencies,
admittedfor the first time that torture, beatings
and extra-judicialkillings havebeenrife for the
past two years, with hundreds of torture
allegationsand at leastfour murdersin custody
themostrecentin August.

HaithamArar, headof the PalestiniarAuthority
interior ministry®humanrights departmentsaid:
OThiss a shameon the PalestiniarAuthority. We
are determined with the help of our British
colleaguedo instill respectfor humanrights as
partof the securityforces@aily behaviourandto
teachthemhow to treatprisonersproperly®

Shesaidplanningfor the new departmentvas

well advanced and it should be operational in four

months@me.

Besidesinvestigation,British detectiveswill
train the Palestinian police and (Preventive
Security@orces in how to questin suspets
without torturingthem.

The next stepwould be for officers from MI5

andMI6 to train the PA@ Mukhabaraintelligence
agency

(Dbviously police cannot train intdligence
officers,OMs Arar said.OFotthatyou needother
intelligenceofficers. We needall the helpwe can
get.O

Supportfor the new departmentfollows the
disclosureby The Mail on Sundayin Januarnythat
Britain spends£20 million a year funding the
forcesresponsibldor theabuse.

Most of their victims are accused of
involvementwith Hamas,the radical Islamist
party that seizedpower throughviolencein the
GazasStrip in 2007.The Palestiniamuthority in
the West Bank is controlled by the rival Fatah

party

OAlot of people were talking in a bad way about

the PA andsayingthey wantedthe WestBank to
belike Gaza,dMs Arar said.

OTherewere people who had weaponsand
otherswho were money-launderingo support
terrorism.We hadto bring thesepeopleto order
But there were violations becausenot all the
security officers were aware of humanrights
standardsWe needoversightover the security
forces@ctions.O

On the groundin the West Bank last week,
however it was clear that realising Ms Arar(3
aspirationss someway from fulfillment.

In the region® largest city, Nablus Nasser
al-Shaera former Manchestencademiavho was
deputy prime ministerin the short-livedHamas

PalestiniarAuthority government elected in 2006,

said many of thosereleasedfrom detentionin
recentmonthswere telling the samestory - of

torture,including beatingspeingsuspendeérom
theceiling andelectricshocks.

Someof thosewho previously spoketo The
Mail on Sundayhad beenarrestedand tortured
again, Dr al-Shaer added. O wish | could
introduceyou to them.But the fear hasbecome
too pervasive.O

Oneyoungmantold in a whisperhow he had
beenassaultedvith a high-voltagedevice with
electrodeDlikefingers.@Refusingto allow meto
take notes,he said: Olwasinside for 12 months
andreleasedwithout charge,but if it getsout |
havetalkedto ajournalist,theywill comefor me
again.0

However Dr a-Shaer said that since the
beginningof this month, he had heardno fresh
reportsof torture.

A spokeswomarat the British Consulatein
Jerusalemwhereaid to the PA is channelledsaid
UK policehadalreadystartedthefirst coursedor
senior Palestinianofficers, including aggressivi
guestioningtechniqueghat are nonethelessully
in accordancewith internationalhumanrights
standards.

To assist the internal affairs investigators,
officers were being given a clear message that
they must be preparedto blow the whistle on
colleaguesf theywitnessedabuse.

Ms Arar saidthatin the pastweek, 32 officers
accused of abuse had been brought before
Palestinian courts, and 15 recommended for
prosecutionTwo hadbeenchargedwith torture.

Prime Minister SalamFayyadtold me: OTh
situationis going to change.This is not only
morally right, but a political imperative.®
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Was Netanyahu®Settlemenfreezea Betrayal?

By Isi Leibler
Reprintedfrom TheJerusalenPost(Decembeg, 2009)

any of us were deeply disappointed
M when our prime minister approveda

broadersettlementfreezethaninitially
envisaged.lt is surely bizarreto imposesuch
harshrestrictionsfor almosta year on major
settlementblocs which even the previousUS
administration had recognized would always
remainwithin Israel. What makesit evenmore

In fact, the Obamaadministrationhas been

insensitive to some of our most profound concerns

and has certainly displayeda penchantto deal
much more harshly with Israel than with the
Palestinians. Even if motivated by good
intentions,this policy hasprovento be an abject
failure and simply intensified Palestinian
intransigenceencouraginghemto believethat

galling is that the Palestinians refused to make any the US will bring Israel to its kneeswithout

redprocal gesure, reinforcing the belief that
unil ateral concesdons embolden rather than
moderateheradicals.

But before accusingBinyamin Netanyahuof
betrayal,lacking the courageto standup against
Americanpressuregr challenginghis integrity, a
dispassionateeview of the optionshe facedis
warranted.Politics is, after all, the art of the
possible.

In makinghis decision Netanyahuvasobliged

to take into account two cardinal elements. Firstly

we are dependenbn the United Statesfor our
military and technologicalsuperiority without
which we would faceanabyss.In addition,in the
absencef US global supportandemploymenof
its veto at the UN, the Europeansvould havea
free handto unilaterally approvea Palestinian

state which could soon be appropriated by Hamas.

Our adversaies could also impose crippling
boycottsandotherpunitive measuresigainstus.

Secondly the US is one of the very few
remaning courtries in which public opinion
remains overwhelmingly pro-Israel. Any US
administrationinclined to adoptpolicies which
would visibly underminelsrael®securitywould
triggera major backlashfrom the public.

Yet, despiteNetanyahigdepeatedienialsto the
contrary the QiberalO Obama government is

markedly less friendly than recent Democratic and

Republicaradministrations.

That is not to suggestthat PresidentBarack
Obamahateslsrael,assomeof his moreextreme
US critics allege.But he certainlydisplaysa lack
of chemistrywith Israel. Thereis alsono denying
that many of his former intimate political
associatesndfriendswerehostiletowardIsrael.
In addition, he has surounded himsdf with
advisers,someJewish,whosetrack recordson
Israelaredisconcerting.

requiring any reciprocity on their part.
Presumably to impress the Arabs, the
administrationhasalso madea point of publicly
distancing itself from lIsrael, even behaving
inappropriatelytoward our prime minister It is
thus no coincidence that Obama® personal
standinghereis appallinglylow. We simply don®
havefaith in him.

Howeverthesefactorsand our relianceon the
US do not oblige us to behavelike a banana
republic and accede to every diktat of this
administrationWe mustsimply ensurethatif we
are obligedto resista particularUS demand,it
shodd be over an issue on which Congess
and the American peoplewould be inclined to
supportus.

Alas, the settlement issue has become so
convolutedand distorted in the minds of the
public that even many American Jewns are
confused and unable to distinguish between
outposts, isolated setlements and the major
settlemenblocs.

In this environmentjn additionto weighingthe
awesomeconsequencesf a major breakdown
with the Americans Netanyahuvasalsoobliged
to takeinto accountthe Iraniannuclearthreatand
the negativefallout from the GoldstoneReport.

To his credit, despitewalking a diplomatic
tightrope, Netanyahu® performance as a
statesmarhas beenimpeccable- resistingthe
initially brutal and draconiandemandsrom the
US administrationwhile recognizingthe danger
of being draggedinto a confrontationover the
settlements which, rightly or wrongly, have
becomeour AchillesCheel amongthe American
public.

In the final arrangementhe negotiated,any
suggestiorthat Jerusalenwould comeunderthe

public requirementssuch as hospitals,schools
synagoguestc.would be maintained.

Netanyahuaction should not be viewed in
isolation. It is only thefirst in a highly complex
seriesof negotiations.The ball is now in the
Palestinian court. Should they come to their
sensesand renew negotiations,n their presen
frame of mind they will undoubtedlybe making
demands which we will be obliged to reject. Tt
will includethe Arab right of return,the statusof
Jerusalenandpossiblyarole for Hamas.

A deadlock will aso ensue should the
Palestiniansejectthe stipulationin Netanyahug
Barllan address that Israd retain defersible
bordersor refuseto undertakethat a Palestiniar
statebe demilitarized.

In the immediate short term we must also
demand that real action be taken toward
dismantling the terrorist entities and ending
anti-Semitic incitement. Should the Obama
administrationtry to pressureus to compromise
on these issues, we will be obliged to resist an
a last resort, appeal for support from Congress
the Americanpeople.But we would bein amuch
strongerpositionto generatepublic supporton
suchissueghanon the settlements.

It was to be expected that the settlers, conce
about their homesand livelihoods, and others
would be deeply distressedand would fiercely
criticize Netanyahu.However they must resist
indulging in character assassination and
defamdion of the prime minister or fanring
hysteriaamongthosewho do not comprehendhe
highly complexissuesat stake.

Despite  understandable bitterness and
frustration,opponentsof the freezeshouldtake
into account that Netanyahu® action is not
unprecedentedMenachenBeginalsointroducec
a three-monthfreezeon settlementconstructior
when he initiated negotiations with Egyptian
presidentAnwar Sadat.They should also ask
themselves why men of principle from the
national camp like Moshe YaOalorand Bennie
Begin haveendorsed\etanyahuAnd opponent:
of the freezeshouldbe wary andremembehow
their predecessors undermined a previous
politically moderategovernmentwhich led to

rubric of settlements was firmly rejected. Housing disastrousonsequencdsr the entirenation.

under current constructionwould proceedand
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It has frequently been stated that Israel will only makepeacewith usaremoreremotethanever If

be able to make peace under a right-wing
government.The fact that despitethis painful

the Palestinian®nceagainshootthemselvesn
thefoot andrefuseto negotiatethe suspensiomnf

decision, Netanyahu enjoys the support of the vast the freeze should be reviewedand the Obama

majority of the population is anfamation of this
adage.

But there are diicult days aheadl'he prospects

for a Palestinianstate which would genuinely

administrationwill hopefully ceasepressuringus
for moreunilateralconcessions.

On the otherhand,if negotiationsareresumed
andthe ObamaadministrationbacksPalestinian

demands which undermine our long-term secy
our resolveandability to standfirm will be putto
thetest.ldeally, sucha situationwould warranta
unity governmentHoweverif our dysfunctiona
political system inhibits this, we the people shc
seek to empower our government by enabling
demonstratéhatit enjoysthe supportof the bulk
of thenation.!

The ArabsHave StoppedApplaudingObama

By FouadAjami

Reprintedfrom TheWall StreetJournal(November30,2009)

e plkstoo much,(a Saudiacademic
m Jeddah, who had once been
sl

tten with Barack Obama, recently

observedo me of America®44th presidentHe
has weariedof Mr. Obamaand now does not
botherwith the Obamaoratory

He is hardly alone, this academic. In the endless

chatterof this region,andin the commentaries
offered by the press, the theme is one of
disappointment. In the Arab-Islamic world,
BarackObamahascomedownto earth.

He has not made the world andwstory did not
bendto his will, the Indiansand Pakistanishave
beentold that the matterof Kashmiris theirsto
revlve, the Isragli-Palestinian conflict is the
same intractable clash of two irreconcilable
nationalismsandthe theocratsin Iran havenot
Ounclenchetheir fist, Onor havethey abandoned
their nuclearquest.

Thereis little Mr. Obamacan do about this
disenchantment. He canOt journejuxkey to tell
its Islamist leaders and political class that a
decade of anti-American scapegoating is all
forgven and was the product of American
policies - he has already done that. He can®
journeyto Cairo to tell the fabled OArabstreetO
thatthe Irag war wasa wastedwar of choice,and
thatAmericaearnedhe malicethatcameits way

from Arab lands - he has already done that as well.

He can®tell Muslims that Americais not at war
with Islam- he,like his predecessphassaidthat
time andagain.

It wasthe normfor Americanliberalismduring
the Bush years to brandish the Pew Global
Attitudessurveythattold of America@declinein
the eyes of foreign nations. Foreigners were
sayingwhattheliberalswantedsaid.

Now thosesurveysof 2009bring findings from
the world of Islam that confirm that the animus

towardAmerica has not been radically changed by

the ascendancyf Mr. Obama.ln the Palestinian
territories,15% havea favorableview of the U.S.
while 82% haveanunfavorableview. The Obama
speechin AnkaradidnOseemto helpin Turkey,
where the favorables are 14% and those
unreconciled,69%. In Egypt, a country that®
reapednearly 40 yearsof Americanaid, things
stayedroughly the same:27% havea favorable
view of theU.S.while 70%do not. In Pakistana
placeof greatconsequencéor Americanpower
our standinghasdeteriorated The unfavorables
rosefrom 63%in 2008to 68%this year

Mr. Obama®@ election has not drained the
swamps of anti-Americanism. That anti-
Americanismis endemicto this region, an alibi
and a scapegoafor nations,and their rulers,
unwilling to break out of the grip of political
autocracyand economicfailure. It predatedthe
presidencyof Geoge W. Bush and rageson
duringthe Obamapresidency

We had oncetakento the foreign world that
quintessentiaRmericandifference-thebelief in
liberty, aneedednnocenceo play off againsthe
settled and complacent ways of older nations. The
Obamaapproachis different.

Steepedin an overarchingidea of American
guilt, Mr. Obama and his lieutenants offered
nothing less than a doctrine, and a policy, of
AmericanpenanceNo onetold Mr. Obamathat
the Islamic world, where American power is
engaged and so dangerously exposed, it is
consideredbadform, nay a greatmoral lapse,to
speak ill of oneown tribe when in the midst, and
in thelands,of others.

The crowd may have applaudedthe cavalier
way the new stewardof Americanpowerreferred
to his predecessobutin the privacy of their own
language they doubtless wondered about his
characterand his fidelity. OMy brother and |
againstmy cousin,my cousinand| againstthe
strangejO goes one of the Arab world® most
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honoredmaxims. The strangerwho cameinto
their midst and spoke badly of his own was
destinedo becomean objectof suspicion.

Mr. Obama could not make up his mind: He"
atonewith OthepeopleGndwith the rulerswho
heldthemin subjugationThe peopleof Iran who
took to the streetshis pastsummerwerebetrayec
by this hapless diplomacy - MDbama was out
GengageO the terrible rulers that millions of
Iraniansweredeterminedo berid of.

On Nov. 4, on the 30th anniversaryof the
seizureof the Americanembassyin Tehran,the
embattled reformers, again in the streets, pos:
embarrassingliliemmafor Americandiplomacy:
OObama@bama,you are eitherwith us or with
them,Ghey chanted By not respondingo these
cries and continuing to CengageO Tehrang
murderougegime,his choicewasmadeclear It
wasnone of American diplomacy® finest
moments.

Mr. Obama has himself to blame for the
disarrayof his foreign policy. Americanarmshad
won a decentoutcomein Iraq, but Mr. Obame
would not claim it-it was his predecess@® war.
Vigilance had kept the Americanhomelandsafe
from terroristattacksfor sevenlong yearsunder
his predecessordut he could nevergrantBush
policiesthe honorand credit they deservedHe
haddeclaredAfghanistana war of necessitybut
he seemdo havehis eyeon the roadout evenas
he is set to announce a troop increase in an ac
to be deliveredtomorrow

He was quick to assert,in the courseof his
exuberantcampaignfor presidentlast year, that
his diplomacyin SouthAsia would startwith the
standoffin Kashmir In truth India hadno interes:
in aninternationaladjudicationof Kashmir What
wassettledduringthe partitionin 1947wasthere
to stay In recentdays,Mr. Obamawalked away
from earier ambitions. GDbviowsly, there are
historic conflicts betweerindia and Pakistan, e
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said.Olténot the placeof the United Stategto try
to, from the outside resolvethoseconflicts.O
Nor was he swayedby the fate of so many

The Obamadiplomacyhad madea settlement
freezeits startingpoint, whenthis was precisely
the wrong place to begin. Israel has given up

Opeace plansO that have been floated over so mangettlementbeforeatthe altar of peace- recallthe

decades to resolve the fight betwéeab and Jew
over the land betweenthe River Jordanandthe
MediterraneanWhere GeorgeW. Bush offered
the Palestinianghe gift of clarity - statehoodut
only afterthe renunciatiorof terrorandthe break

with maximalism - MrObama signaled a return to

the deadwaysof the past:a peaceprocesswhere
Americaitself is brokerandarbiter

historical accommodatiorwith Egypt a quarter
centuryago.Theright coursewould havesetthe
questionof settlementsasideas it took up the
broaderchallengeof radicalismin theregion- the

The laws of gravitythe weight of history and
precedent, have caught up with the Obama
presidencyWe arebeyondstirring speechesThe
novelty of the Obamaapproachandthe Obame
personahasworn off. Thereis awholeAmerican
diplomatictradition to draw upon- engagement
made ,wisdomacquiredin the courseof decades
and, yes, accounts to be setled with rogues

menace and swagger of Iran, the arsenal of Hamasand tyrannies. They might yet help this

and Hezbollah,the refusal of the Arab order of
powerto embracen broaddaylight the causeof
peacewith Israel.

administration find its way out of a labyrinth of
own making.!

Mr. Ajami, a professorat JohnsHopkinsSchoolof Advancednternational Studiesand a seniorfellow at
Stanfod University®HooverlInstitution, is the author of OTheForeigne GiftO(FreePress,2007).

Administration MisstepsHamperMideastEfforts

By GlennKessler

Reprintedfrom TheWashingtonPost(November5, 2009)

esidentObamacameinto office insisting

hat his administration would press hard and

fast to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. But after nine months, andysts and
diplomatssay the administratior®efforts have
falteredin partbecausef its own missteps.

As Secretaryof StateHillary RodhamClinton
madeclear during her Middle Easttrip, which
ended Wednesday U.S. officials are now
promoting new tactics - what they called the
Obabysteps®f lowerlevel talks - to bring the
Israeliand Palestinianeaderstogetherfor direct
talks.

But the dynamicshave changedsince Obama

said the administrationdid not game out the
consequencesf its demandsn the parties- and
thenflinched. OTheyjust dug deeperand deeper
their own grave,Che said. OAIl of this talk of
negotiations doesnOtcut the mustard in the
region.O

To be sure, Mideast diplomacy is aways
dificult; it is espeially so when the Isradi
governmenteansto the right andthe Palestinian

justanenormousaxmountof effort to getto where
we areheaded,@linton saidin Cairo. OThewo-
statesolutionis oneof the mostdifficult.O

The administratior&key error, many analyst:
say was to insist that Israel immediately freez¢
settlement growth in  Palestinian-occupied
territories. The United Stateshasneveracceptet
the legitimacy of Isreeli sdtlemerts, but the
Obamaadministrationtook an unusuallytough

government is deeply split between a secular party stance.lt refusedto acknowledgean unwritten
in theWest Bank and an Islamist movement in the agreement between Israel and Bush to limit

GazaStrip. A solution to end the conflict has
eludedU.S. administrationsfor decades and
PresidenGeorgeW. Bushwasheavily criticized

named a special envoy to the region on his second for largely ignoring the problemuntil his final
day in office and tried to make a fresh start. Israeli monthsin office.

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahuwhom the

administration once would have been happy to see advocacy director for themericanTask Force on

undermined, has been strengthened - while
PalestiniarAuthority PresidenMahmoudAbbas,
whom the administration had hoped to boldtes
beenweakened.

OTherewas an excessof zeal at first,Osaid
EdwardS. Walker Jr., who wasassistansecretary
of statefor Near Easternaffairs in the Clinton
administration Oltis a noble endeavotto try to
hammerout peace.But you haveto look at the
relationshipsYou haveto readthe players.They
gotoutin front of studyingthe problemandwere
anxiousto showprogress.O

Daniel Levy, a veteranlsraeli peacenegotiator
now at the Century Foundationin Washington,
summedup the administrationefforts in recent
daysasOamateunight atthe Apollo TheatetOHe

Ghaith al-Omari, a former Abbasaide who is

Palestinesaid, OThesituationis so complicated
that no matterwhat approachthe administratiop
would havetakenwould haveled to difficulties.O

He said that things have improved in the past nine

months, induding getting a reluctant Israeli
government to embrace the idea of talks.
Negotiations will begin eventually, he said,
becausahe Obamaadministrationhassignaled
thatit will notwaverin pursuitof directtalks.

U.S. officials alsoinsistthatmuchprogressas
been made behind the scenes and that the
administrationremainsundauntedn the face of
currentobstacles.

Olam not someonavho is in any way affected
by difficulty, whois living in a world apartfrom
therealworld in which we inhabit, whereit takes
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growth in settlementsyith Clinton leadingthe
chageto demandafull settlemenfreeze.

U.S. officials saythatin thewakeof thewarin
the GazaStrip in the winter, they wantedto senc
asignalof toughnessndpushboth sidesto take
positive steps to build an atmosphere for talks
that measure, there has been some progress:
Israelis and Palestinians have been deep in
conversationdrying to set the parameterdor
negotiations.

But Abbas,emboldeneddy the U.S. rhetoric,
announcedhat he would not begin negotiation:
until setlements were frozen. Facing Israeli
opposition,the administrationappearedo back
off the demandfor a full settlemenfreezefirst
exempting East Jewusalen and then signding
approvalof anlsraeliplanto exemptearly3,000
housingunitson the WestBank.

Meanwhile, Abbasgot into political trouble at
home when he succumbedo U.S. pressureto
delay U.N. considerationof a report accusing
Israel of war crimesin Gaza;he later reversec
himself. When Clinton met him Saturdayand
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pressed him to accept the limited Israeli
settlemenplanasa basisfor talks, herefused.

Hours later, Clinton met with Netanyahuin
Jerusalem and pronounced the lIsragli offer
Ounprecedented@parkingArab outrage which
shespentthe nextseveraldaystrying to dampen.
Sheextendechertrip to includea stopin Cairoto
meetwith EgyptianPresidentHosni Mubarakto
explainthe U.S. position.

OOurpolicy on settlementsasnot changed,O
Clinton insistedWednesdayThe Israeli proposal
Oisnot what we preferOshe said, Obecauswe
would like to seeeverythingendedforever But it
is something that shows at least a positive
movement.O

Elliott Abrams,a formerWhite Houseaidewho

helped negotiate the unwritten agreement on
settlementsn the Bushyears,saidthereis little
difference between tha agreement and what

Clinton claimed as unprecedented. Olt really is the

samedeal that presumablycould havebeenhad
onJanuary20,Che said.

Insteal of demamling an unredistic freeze,
Abramssaid,the administrationcould havemade
the Bush deal public, notedthat Israel had not
consistentlylived up to it and declaredthat it
would now be enforced.Olnsteadwe had nine
monthsof nonsense,Be said. OPalestinianand
Israelisarenot surewhatthe United Statesstands
for.O

Administrationofficials disputethat critique,
sayingtheIsraeli offer actuallyholdsthekey to a

real settlementfreeze.If negotiationsprogress
Israelwould comeunderfierce pressurenot to lift
the moratoriumafterit endsin nineto 12 months
So, once the grandfathered units have been
completedpfficials said,constructionrwould end
- andarealsettlemenfreezewould bein place.

Such nuancesare lost now in the sandsof
Middle Eag rhetoric. Saeéb Erekat, the chief
Palestiniamegotiatoy musedWednesdayabout
the end of the dreamof a Palestinianstateand
scoffedat the Obamaadministratior&notion of
baby stepsto talks. OAsto the baby steps,we
beguntaking themin 1990-1991,and we have
beencrawling for 19 years,(he said. OV¢ neec
youthful stepsto endthe occupatiorandestablist
aPalestiniarstate.®

Staff writer Karen DeYoung in Cairo and correspondentSamuelSockolin Ramallah, West Bank.

contributedto thisreport.

Jordan Valley May Be Hurdle In PeaceTalks

By Howard Schneider

Reprintedfrom TheWashingtonPost(November2, 2009)

MASKIOT, WESTBANK -

Thebackhoesrebusyon housingplotsfor this
new Israeli settlementin the JordanValley, and
young families, under army guard and toting
M-16s, havebeguncultivating dozensof acresof
landwith datesplivesandothercrops.

To the south,a water pipeline from Jerusalem
haslet veteranfarmersdoublethe land irrigated
for date treesto 9,000 acres,with a second
pipelineandmorefarmlandexpansiomplanned.

As the United Statedries to restartpeacetalks
betweenlsrael and the Palestiniansthe Jordan
Valley is emeging asa key point of contention:
Palestiniangnvisionit asa corepartof a future
Palestinianstate,and Israeli officials forcefully
asserta longstandingclaim that control over the
areais vital to their security

The new settlement of Maskiot and the
expansiorof farmlandarejust two tangiblesigns
of tensionoverthe area.WhenPalestiniarPrime
Minister Salam Fayyad issued a two-year
developmenplan, he said he wantedto placea
Palestinian-controlled airport in the Jordéadley,
and he recentlysaidthat any statethat doesnot
includeit would be OMickeyMouse.O

Israeli officials and others close to Prime
Minister Binyamin Netanyahuhavebeensaying
that the JordanValley shouldremainin Israeli
hands.encirclingany Palestiniarstateto the east
and controlling the international border with

Jordan- stepsneededthey say to make sure
militant groupsdonOinfiltrate.

The JordanValley, which makesup about25
perceniof theWestBank, is almostentirelyunder
Israeli control, with an electronicfencerunning
thelengthof the easterrborderfacing Jordan.

It is an agumentthat recalls Israel®initial
occupatiorof the WestBank afterthe 1967Arab-
Israeli war, when the Labor Party government
viewed the JordanValley as a security buffer
againstan Arab invasionand beganauthorizing

an embryonic settlement of eight families is du
expandto 100, Palestiniansay that evensmall
shelters added onto cramped family compoun
houseadultchildrenarebeingdemolishedasare
Bedouinencampmentdn somedevelopedhareas
service from the Israeli water network is limitec
everyfourth day.

OTherés somethingworrying,OFayyadsaidat
a recentnews conferencan which he spokein
detail aboutwhat he seesas a developingfight
with Israelover OAresCO- the approximately60

the first settlements to create what was intended as percentof the West Bank that, underthe Oslo

apermanentsraelipresence.
OSomethingvorrying®

Visions of a million Israelisliving in the area
nevermaterialized- about8,000live there.But
Palestinians say they see a similar logic at
work -- whetherit is the spurt of building at
Maskiot, expansionof farmlandby the roughly
two dozen kibbutz and moshav farming
communitiesin the region,or an upswingin the
demolition of Palestinian homes and other
structuresbuilt outsidethe narrowly definedareas
allottedthem.

While the city of Jerichois underPalestinian
control, permission for Palestinians to build,
irrigatefields or sink waterwells elsewherén the
Jordan Valley is tightly proscribed;travel by
Palestiniandrom outsidethe areais restricted.

In contrast to the construction at Maskiot, where
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Accordsof the early 1990s,is underfull Israeli
civil andmilitary control.

That includesthe JordanValley, an areathat
Fayyad has cited as a vital economic and
logistical resourcefor a future state.Along with
agriculture and tourism, the Jorddalley - which
includesthe DeadSeaandits potentialfor resort
and mineral development - would provide
independenaccesdo theworld beyondisraelfor
Palestiniargoodsandpeople The area€sparsely
populated plains and hillsides have been
mentioned as a place to resettle Palestinian
refugeegeturningfrom abroad.

Israeli officials Qaretalking aboutthe Jordar
Valley andmakingit clearthatit is not partof the
calculationGn newnegotiationsFayyadsaid.Olf
thatis not partof the calculation thenl sayforget
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Where to draw borders?

The issue is an obsacle that the Obama
administrationfacesas it tries to developthe
parameters or Garting pointO for renewed
discussions.

Negotiations between the Palestinians and
previouslsraeli prime ministersincluded offers
underwhich virtually all of the WestBankwould

aboutdividing WestBank land. Aides havesaid
heis unlikely to offer asmuchaspreviousprime
ministers,andNetanyahthassaidthatthe Ogreen
lineO that separated Israel frénab troops before
the 1967war would not be anacceptabldorder
The greenline is Oindefensiblesomethingthat
is unacceptabléo me,ONetanyahusaid in an
interview in Septembemwith the Israel Today

During one of Netanyahu€visits to Maskiot,
Ohesaid clearly - the JordanValley remainsin
Israelihandsin everyfuture negotiation, @hazul
said.

Along the edgesof the Palestinianvillage of
Jiftlik, a slender stretch of farmland, Jordadley
activist FatehKhederatotedthat the valley was
the sceneof a double displacemenduring the

be turned over to the Palestinians, and Fayyad and daily. Olsrael needs defensible borders and also thecreationof Israel.

otherofficials havesaidtheythink thatshouldbe
the aim of any talks. Heavily settled blocs of land,
nearthelikely borderbetweenthetwo countries,

ongoingability to defenditself.O
Thatis certainlythe view from Maskiot, where
settlerssuchas Yosi Chazutare confidentthey

may be subject to a land swap, but central parts of havea permanenhome.Chazut,30, wasamong

the West Bank, such as the JordanValley, are
presumedby Palestiniango be integralto their
state-buildingventure.

In a speech in June, Netanyahu laid out
conditions under which he would accept a
Palestiniarstate,but he hasnot spokenin detail

the thousands of Israelis removed from
settlementsn the GazaStrip whenlsraelleft the
area in 2005. The government let him and his wife

Thousandof peopleendedup in the Jordar
Valley after leaving or being forced from their
homesduring Israel®1948war of independenct
thenleft againin 1967 whenthe conflict pushec
eastwardnto the WestBank, which up until then
hadbeenunderJordaniarcontrol.

Olfthey keepthe JordanValley, they control all

and three children settle here a year and a half ago of Palestine, Bhederatsaid.OThersraelwill be

with a long-range plan to develop the surrounding
hillsides.

the middlemanbetweenus and the rest of the
world.O

SpecialcorrespondenSamuelSockolcontributedto this report.

Next, Locusts?

The AbjectFailure Of the ObamaAdministration®Middle EastPolicy.

By Elliott Abrams

Reprintedfrom TheWeeklyStandad (Novemberl6, 2009)

ananythingelsepossiblygo wrongfor the
CObama administration® Middle East

policy? In the pastten days,Secretaryof
StateHillary Clinton hastwice reversedherself
publicly on her attitude toward the Israeli
settlementsPalestiniandaverefusedher direct
requestto rejoin peacetalks with Israel, and
PalestiniarAuthority presidentAbbashassaidhe
will not run for reelection. U.S.-Israel relations are
in a stateof frozenmistrust.The New York Times
and WashingtonPost,amongothers,are calling
Obama®policy a completefailure - in news
stories as well as editorials. The only thing
missingis a plagueof locusts.

The policy is indeeda completefailure. In ten
monthsthe administratiorhasmanagedo offend
anddemoralizelsraelisand Palestinianslosethe
support of Arab governments, and reduce
previoudy excellent relations with the
governmentof Israelto levelsunmatchedsince
the James Baker days. Meanwhile, George
Mitchell@ trips to the region are increasingly
reminiscent of the Colin Powell visits in 2002 and
2003 - producinglittle but embarrassmeniThe
Israeli O100percentsettlementireezeCand the
Arab outreacho Israel,early goalsof the Obama
team,arenow forgotten,asis anearly resumption

of seriouslsraeli-Palestiniapeacealks.
Thesedisastersare mostly the productof an
ignorantandbelligerentattitudetowardIsraeland
especiallyits prime minister The ignorancewas
mostevidentin the administrationfview that a
total constructionfreezecould be imposednot
only in everysettlementout in Jerusalenitself.
But the U.S. policy wasworse:We demandeda
freezethatwould apply to constructionby Jews,
but not by Arabs; could any Israeli leaderbe

agreedto speakwould bein town, andhopedto
see ObamarheWhite House reaction has beer
keephim twisting in thewind, with newsstories
several days before his arrival saying the pres
hadnot decidedyet whetherto seeNetanyahu.
Think of it: Our closestally in the region,
critical issues at stake (from Iran® nuclear
program and the recent Isradi seizure of an
Iranian arms shipmentmeantfor Hezbollahto
Abbas®announcement)yet the Israelisget no

expected to support such a position? One does notanswer Obamaandhis Oexperts@ay think they

needto beamemberof the Knesseto understand
that sucha freezewas impossiblefor Benjamin
Netanyahu and his coalition as it would have been
for anylsraeliprime minister- but apparentlythis

fact was beyondthe understandingf Mitchell,
RahmEmanuelandall the otherOexperts@n the
Obamateam.

The belligerencetoward Netanyahuhasbeen
evidentall along,but is bestshownby therefusal
to tell Israel®prime ministerwhetheror not the
presidentwill seehim this coming week when
Netanyahu (like the president) addresses the
United Jewish Communities annual general
assemblyin Washington.The Israelis gavethe
White Houseweeksof noticethat Netanyahthad
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are reminding Netanyahu who is boss, but the'
in fact remindingall of uswhy Israelisno longer
trust Obama- and making closer cooperatior
betweerthe two governmentshatmuchharder
The problemsNetanyahithaswith Obamapale
in comparisorwith thoseof the Palestiniansand
Abbas®announcementeflectstheir frustrations
The best example: Obama and Clinton lured
Abbas out on the settlements-freeze limb and
sawed it off. When they sad a totd freeze
including Jerusalenwas necessaryhe of course
happily agreed.But when they abandonedhat
doomel policy and instead began talking of
Orestraint,Be could not climb down.

Abbas has threatened to leave many times
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before,and it worth noting that he did not

resign.He saidhe would not seekreelectionnext

year in electionsscheduledfor January24 but

highly unlikely to take placethen- if ever Sohe

will be around for months more, in fact

indefinitely if electionskeepgetting postponed.
His statementmust be regardedthen, not asa

Shermanesqueersonaldenial but as a protest
againstan American policy that hasweakened
him andleft him high anddry.

Israelis and Palestinians when | visited in
Octoberhadtwo main questionsWho is making
this Middle East policyand do they not realize by
now thatit is a disaster?At leastin this, onecan
say the administration has produced Israeli-
Palestinian unityThey are also united in watching
warily asthe presidentseemsunableto makea
decisionaboutAfghanistan.For the Palestinians,
this suggesthieOlheverreally takeon the Israelis
for them, as they thought he might badk in
JanuaryForthelsraelis,it meansheOlhevertake
on Iran, and that they may in the end face the
Iraniannuclearthreaton their own.

They all wonderwhetherto blameMitchell or
Clinton or Dennis Ross or Nationd Secuity
AdviserJim Jonesor the StateDepartmentNear
East bureau, and each individud Israeli and
Palestiniarhasa favorite taget. But the answers
to their questions seem obvious: It is the
presiden&policy, andno, he doesnot seento be
awarethat it hasalreadyfailed. While he has
backedoff from the early targets,he has not
changedhis attitudetoward-Israel®government,
nor altered his basic approach: to push for
negotiations over rore issuesO as soon as
possible.

And this is the fundamenta problem with
Obama® policy: Like too many of his
predecessonse believesthata solutionis at hand
if only hecanforcethe partiesto thetable.There,
presumablyunderAmericantutelage,they will
reach American-stylecompromisegpragmatic,
sensible realistic) and resolvethe dispute,with

Nobel PeacePrizesfor all. The only questionis
wherethetableis: CampDavid, Taba,Annapolis,
Oslo,perhapghis time Chicago.

This approachundermineghe onereal hopein
theregion,which s the practicaladvancedeing
madein the West Bank. There,the economyis
improving, law and order are maintained,the
PalestinianAuthority is fighting Hamas,Israeli-
Palestiniarsecuritycooperationis growing, and

mobility for the population is increasing. In recent

months Israel removedmore checkpointsand
expandedthe hours of the Allenby Bridge to
Jordan.lt isn®paradiseput it isn® Gazaeither
andlife is bettereachyeatr It couldbefar betterif
the Obama administation would abandon its
doomedefforts to force an Israeli construction
freeze in Jerusalem and Arab embrace of Israel,
and insteadask them all to think of real-world
waysto keepimproving life in the WestBank.
There are many ways this could be done, from
further steps to remove lIsraeli barriers to
movement, to reliable and generous Arab
financialsupport.

The way forward doesnot lie throughfancy
international conferences, and one idea still

mentioned as an Obama option - proposing a final

status plan - would be disastrous and

unsuccessful. The way for the Palestinians to get a

stateis to go aheadandbuild it. If andwhenthe
institutionsarethereandfunctioning,from police
and couts to a pafiament, negotiations will

reflectthatfact. But the argumenthatsettlingthe
bordersand removing the Israeli troops must

come first is a path to failure. For one thing, Israel

will notandshouldnot leaveuntil it is clearthat
theWestBank canbe policedby Palestinianand
that the regionwill not be a sourceof terrorism

benefits. It would enhance the status and pow
Palestinian moderates who are working to
improve life in the West Bank, rather than
enhandng the staus and power of old PLO
officials who thrive on endless useless
negotiatingsessionslt would put a premiumon
pradical Isreeli-Pdestinian coopeation, rather
thanelevatingpreciselythe final statusquestion:
(like Jerusalenor Palestiniarrefugeesthatmost
bitterly divide them. It would increasethe gap
between the West Bank and Gaza, thereby
showingPalestinianshat Hamasrule bringsonly
despair and povertyt would press thArab state:
to help real live Palestiniansn the WestBank,
ratherthanthe imaginaryPalestinians all either
bold jihadistsor desperatevidows andorphans
whomthey seeon Al Jazeeraln fact, exceptfor
occasionalvisits by Jordaniansand Egyptians
(who havepeacdreatieswith Israelalready),top
Arab officials haventa clue what®going on in
the WestBank, for theyOvaeverbeenthere.Not
one head of stae or government or foreign
minister notonce.lf Geoge Mitchell wantsto do
somethinguseful,he could organizeatour; takea
few princes and foreign ministers to Ramallah
Jericho and Jenin, where they would find that -
are neitherin Somalianor some heroic battle
sceneagainstZionist oppressors.

But thus far, the anniversay of Obama®
election appears to have passed with no rethir
of policy. Instead the administration slogs
forward, judgingitself by its elevatedintentions
rather than its peformance. Clinton®
pronouncements demanda total constructior
freezeoneday, acceptNetanyahu€more modes
offer the next, then back to the wider demands
days later in Morocco - are increasingly

against Israel, as Gaza and South Lebanon becamereminiscenbf World Warl trenchwarfare:gaina
when Israel left there. No conference and no treaty few yards,losea few more, while the casualtie:

can provide sucha guaranteepnly functioning
Palestiniampolice forcesthatarealreadyfighting
anddefeatingterrorcando so.

Sucha practicalapproachwould bring other

pile up. Therewill be no progresshis way, and
the practicaleffortsthat shouldbe at the heartof
U.S. policy will insteadbe underminedas we
poisonlsraeli-Palestiniamelationsand degrade
thetrustboth partieshavein us.!

Elliott Abramsis a seniorfellow for Middle Easternstudiesat the Councilon ForeignRelations.

Turkey: An Ally No More

By Daniel Pipes
Reprintedfrom TheJerusalenPost(October28, 2009)

eis no doubt he is our friend,0
urkey® prime minister, Recep
ayyip Erdogan, says of Iran®
presidentMahmoud Ahmadinejad,even as he
accuses Israel@® foreign minister Avigdor

Liebermanof threateningo usenuclearweapons

against Gazalhese outrageous assertions point to

the profoundchangeof orientationby Iurkeyé
governmentfor six decade;the West® closest
Muslim ally, since Erdogan®©AK party cameto
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powerin 2002.

Three events this past month reveal the exte
that change. The first came on OctobEmith the
news that the Turkish military - a long-time
bastion of secularism and advocate of cooper:
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with Israel- abruptly askedisraeliforcesnot to
participatein the annualOAnatolianEagleCair
forceexercise.

Erdogancited Odiplomatisensitivities@or the
cancelation and Foreign Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu spokeof Osensitivityon Gaza, East
Jerusalem and Al-Agsa mosque.O The Turks
specificallyrejectedlsraeli planesthat may have
attacked Hamas (an Islamist terrorist
organizaion) during last winter@ Gaza Strip
operation. While Damascus applauded the
disinvitation, it promptedthe U.S. and Italian
governments to withdraw their forces from
Anatolian Eagle,which in turn meantcanceling
theinternationalexercise.

As for the lIsraelis, this Gsudden and
unexpectedéhift shookto the coretheir military
adignment with Turkey in place since 199.
Former air force chief Eytan Ben-Eliyahu,for
example, called the cancelation Ga seriously
worrying development.Qerusalemimmediately
responded by reviewing Israel@ practice of
supplying Turkey with advancedveaponssuch
astherecent$140million saleto the TurkishAir
Force of taigeting pods. The idea also aroseto
stop heping the Turks defeat the Armenian
genocideresolutionsthatregularlyappeambefore
theU.S.Congress.

Barry Rubin of the InterdisciplinaryCenterin
Herzliyanot only arguesthat OThdsrael-Turkey
alliance is overObut concludesthat Turkey®
armedforcesno longerguardthe secularepublic

and can no longer intervene when the government while Moallem calledthe get-togethea Ofestiva

becomegoo Islamist.

The secondeventtook placetwo dayslater, on
Octoberl3, when Syria®ForeignMinister Walid
al-Moallem announcedhat Turkish and Syrian
forces had just Garried out maneuvers nea

Ankara.O Moallem rightly called this an important

developmenObecausi refutesreportsof poor
relations between the military and political
institutionsin Turkey over strategicrelationswith
Syria.OTranslation: Turkey® armedforces lost
outto its politicians.

Thirdly, ten Turkish ministers, led by
Davutoglu,joined their Syrian counterpartson
October13 for talks underthe auspicesof the
just-established OTurkey-Syria High Level
StrategicCooperationCouncil.OThe ministers

to celebrate@he two peoples.

Bilateral relations have indeed been
dramaticallyreversedrom a decadesarlier when
Ankaracameperilously closeto war with Syria.
But improvedties with Damascusare only one
partof amuchlargereffort by Ankarato enhanct
relations with regional and Muslim states,
a strategy enunciated by Davutoglu in his
influential 2000 book, Stratejik derinlik:
TYrkiye(in uluslararasd konumu (OStrateg
Depth: Turkey®InternationalPositionO).

In brief, Davutogluenvisionsreducedconflict
with neighbors and Turkey emerging as a
regional power, a sort-of modernizedOttomar
Empire.Implicit in this strategyis a distancingof
Turkey from the Westin generaland Israelin

announced having signed almost 40 agreements to particular Although not presentd in Islamist

be implementedwithin 10 days; that Oamore
comprehensive, a biggerO joint land military
exercisevould be heldthanthefirst onein April;
andthat the two countries@eaderswould sign a
strategicagreemenin November

The council® concluding joint statement

terms, Ostrategic depthO closely fitAt@arty®
Islamistworld view.

As Barry Rubin notes, Otfiarkish governmer
is closerpolitically to Iran and Syriathanto the
United States and Israel.O Caroline Glick, a
JerusalenPostcolumnist, goesfurther: Ankara

announced the formation of Oa long-term strategic alreadyOleftthe Westernallianceand becamea
partnershipO between the two sides Oto bolster andull memberof the Iranian axis.OBut official

expandtheir cooperationin a wide spectrumof
issues of mutual benefit and interest and
strengthen the cultural bonds and solidarity
among their peoples.O The council@ spirit,
Davutoglu explained, Ois common desthigtory
and future; we will build the future togetheyO

circlesin the Westseemnearly oblivious to this
momentouschangein Turkey®allegianceor its
implications.

The cost of their error will soon become
evident.!

Mr. Pipesis director of the Middle East Forum and Taubedistinguishedvisiting fellow at the Hoover

Institution of Stanfod University

The CampaignTo Delegitimizelsrael
With the False Charge Of Apartheid

By RobbieSabel

Reprintedfrom JerusalenCenterfor Public Affairs (Novemberl1, 2009)

Executive Summary

If Israel®detractorscan associatehe Jewish
movement for self-determination with the
Apartheid SouthAfrican regime,they will have
donelastingand maybeirreparabledamage Yet
the comparisonof Israelto SouthAfrica under
white supremistrule hasbeenutterly rejectedby
those with intimate understading of the old
Apartheidsystem.

¥|srael is a multi-racial and multi-colored
society and the Arab minority actively

participatesin the political process.There are
Arab parliamentariansirab judgesincluding on
the SupremeCourt, Arab cabinetministers Arab
headsof hospital departmentsArab university

professorsArab diplomats in the Foreign Service,

and very seniorArab police and army officers.
Incitement to racism in Israel is a crimina

offence, as is discrimination on the basis of race or

religion.

¥The accusationis madethatthe very fact that
Israel is considereda Jewish state provesan
OApartheid-likeSituation.Yet the accuseriave
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not aword of criticism againstthe tensof liberal
demccratic states that have Chrigtian crosse
incorporated in their flags, nor against the Mus
stateswith the half crescensymbolof Islam.

For a Westernstate,with Jewishand Muslim
minorities, to have Christmas as a national hol
is permissibleputfor Israelto celebratePassove
as a national holiday is somehowracist. For
variousArab statesto denotethemselvesasArab
Republicsis not objectionable.

Zionismis perhapghe only nationalmovemen
that has received explicit support and
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endorsement both from the League of Nations and bothArabsandJews.He concludedOWhat saw

from the United Nations. It was the Leagueof
Nationsthat approvedthe mandatefor Palestine
with its ringing endorsemenbf Othehistorical
connectionof the Jewishpeoplewith Palestine
and to the grounds for reconstituting their
nationalhomein thatcountry®

¥The real goal behindthe Apartheidcampaign

is the denial of the legitimacy of the State of Israel

and the determinationthat the only statusthe
Jewishpopulationin Israelcanhopefor is thatof
a (protectedO ethnic minority in an Arab
Palestiniarstate.

How to Respondto a Lie

It is alwaysa dilemmafor anindividual or a
nationasto how to reactto the publicationof a
calumny By definition, a caumny is a
deliberatelymalicious misrepresentationf the
factsabouta particularmatterin orderto ruin the
reputation of whomever is its targ& ignore the
calumnymaybeinterpretecasanadmissioror as
a partial admissionof the lie andit leavesthe
arenaopenfor the lie to spreadunhinderedTo
respond puts the responder in the invidious
positionof havingto provehis innocenceandto
engagein a dialogueon the subject,a dialogue
which by its very naturemay serveto spreadthe
calumny

Attemptsto smearlsrael with the abhorrent
phenomenon of racism and Apartheid have

in the Hadasssh Mt Scopus hospital was
inconceivablen the SouthAfrica wherel spent
mostof my life, growing up andthenworking as
ajournalistwho specializedn Apartheid.®

In contemporarySouthAfrica itself, the false
equationbetweenisraelandthe formerApartheid
regime appears to have become popularized
largely after the 2001 UN Durban Conference
with theinfamousanti-Israeldeclaratiormadeby
the NGOs that attended. Indeed, at the time,
South Africa® Deputy Foreign Minister Aziz
Pahadissueda statementfter the Odisgraceful
events@t the NGO meetingcriticizing the way it
had beenOhijackedand usedby somewith an
anti-Israelagendato turn it into an anti-Semitic
event.OB\onethelessthe Apartheidaccusation
againstisrael has persistedand even gaineda
broadetrinternationaffollowing.

History of the Apartheid Campaign
Against Israel

The genesiof the campaignto try andequate
Zionism, the Jewish national movement,with
racism and consequentypartheid came from the
coalition betweenthe Arab statesandthe Soviet
Union with their allies in the non-aligned
movement in the 1970s. They used their
automaticmajority in the UN GeneralAssembly

to pass the 1975 resolution which defined Zionism

asa form of racism’ This resolutionwaswidely

reached the level where | believe Israel must react condemnedy Christianleadersas anti-Semitic.

notwithstandinghe abovedilemma.International
law blogson the subjectare proliferating *? and

CardinalTerenceCooke of New York declared:
OV¢ mustrejectanti-Semitisnjust asmuchwhen

one organization has published a 300-page treatiseclothed with seeming legality at the United

by prominentlawyers OprovingQhat Israel is
applyingApartheid.?

If Israel®detractorscansomehowby analogy
associate the Jewish movement for self-
determinationwith the Apartheid SouthAfrican
regime, they will havedonelasting and maybe
irreparabledamageAnalogyto somethingodious
is a very effectivetool. It divertsattentionfrom
thereality of the subject,in this caseJewishself-
detemination and Isreel, to a regime that is
universallydetested.

The comparisorof Israelto SouthAfrica under
white supremistrule hasbeenutterly rejectedby
those with intimate understading of the old
Apartheid system.Benjamin Pogrund,a former
deputy editor of the Rand Daily Mail in
Johannesbgr, and an anti- Apartheidactivist,
respondedto a 2006 report in The Guardian
chaging Israel with pradicing Aparthed. He
remarkedhatafterhe wentthroughsurgeryin an
Israeli hospitalin Jerusalemhe notedthat the
doctors,nurses,and patientsaroundhim were

Nations as when crudely exhibited on a
neighborhoodstreetcornerOThe U.S. National
Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice
declaredthat OThisresolutionis anti-Semitismat
its worst.O The presiding bishop of the U.S.
EpiscopalChurch,JohnM. Allin, decriedthe UN
action as Oaninexcusableoffenseagainstthose
legitimateaspirationsof the Jewishpeoplefor a
homelandwhich the UN itself certified backin
1947.© The resolution was subsequently
rescindedby the GeneralAssemblyin 1991?
apparentlythe first time that the UN General
Assemblyhastakensucha step,but nevertheless
the poisonouscalumnyhadbeenplanted.

The UN® World ConferenceAgainstRacism,
Racial Discrimination, Xenophobiaand Related
Intolerance,held in Durban, South Africa, in
September 2001, gave the lsrael Apartheid
calumnynew force in internationalcircles. The
Declarationof the NGOs at the Durbanmeeting
openly stated: OV declarelsrael as a racist,
Apattheid state in which Israel@ brand of
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Apattheid as a crime against humanity
has been characterized by separation and
segegation, dispossesson, restricted land
accessdenationalizationObantustanizatioms®d
inhumaneact) (emphasisn original text). The
Durban NGO declaration se off a global
campaignagainstlsrael that includedan Olsrae
Apartheid WeekO initiative across Canadian
college campuses and at some U.S. universiti
well.

Thenin 2006, former Presidentlimmy Carter
publishedhis bestsellingbook, Palestine:Peace
Not Apartheid* Although he wrote at the end of
his bookthat the situationin IsraelOisunlike that
in South Africa O in subsequent public
appearanceke stressedhe comparisorbetweer
IsraelandApartheidSouthAfrica.’* Carterchose
to usethe term OApartheid® his title to create
controversy His book gave the defamationof
IsraelasanApartheidstatenewtraction.Indeed
in reviewingthe bookfor the NewYork Reviewof
Books JosephLelyveld, the former executive
editorof the New York Times assertedhatCarter
could havetakenthe calumnymuchfurther and
shouldhavedoneso®?

What Apartheid Really Means

Apartheid has beendefined as a Osociaknd
political policy of racial segregation and
discrimination enforced by white minority
governments in South Africa from 1948 to
1994.6 A dictionary definition is Qacia
segregation; specifically a former policy of
segregation and political and economic
discriminationagainstnon-Europeargroupsin
the Republicof SouthAfrica.® It wasa situation
wherethe black majority of the populationwas
segregatedliscriminatedagainstanddeniedthe
right to vote in the general elections and
participatein the government®

Amongtheprominentfeaturesof SouthAfrican
Apartheidpolicieswere:

¥ Prohibition of marriages between white
peopleandpeopleof otherraces'®

¥Prohibition of extra-marital sex relations
betweenwhite andblack people’

¥Forcedphysicalseparatiorbetweenraceshy
creatingdifferentresidentialareasfor
differentraces®

¥ Prohibiting a black personfrom performing
any skilled work in urbanareasexceptin those
sectiongesignatedor blackoccupatiort?

¥ Prohibiting colored personsfrom voting in
generaklections?

¥Requiringall black persongo carry a specia
pass,at all times.No black personcould leavea
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rural areafor anurbanonewithout a permitfrom
thelocal authorities®

¥ Prohibitingstrike actionby blacks?

¥ Establishinga Black EducationDepartment.
Verwoerd(then Minister of Native Affairs, later
PrimeMinister) statedthatits aim wasto prevent
Africans from receivingan educationthat would
leadthemto aspireto positionsthey wouldnObe
allowedto hold in society”® Black studentsvere
banned from attending mgor  white
universities*

¥Theso-calledOpettysegregationdd all public
amenities,suchas restaurantsswimming pools,
and public transport. CEuropeans OnlyO and
ONbn-Europans OnlyO signs were put up to
enforcethis legislation®

The Nature of Israeli Society

Israel suffers from all the internal strainsand
tensionsthat every immigrant society endures.
The continuoussecuritythreatsfacing Israeladd
to thetension.The presencef the Arab minority,
someof whom have strongfamily and cultural
bondsto their kinsmenin hostile Arab states,s
anotherunsettlingfactor However no objective
observercould claim that thereis Apartheidin
Israel.

Israelis one of the more opensocietiesin the
world.® Jewscomprisesome80 percentof the
population,but it is a multi-racial and multi-
coloredsociety Israelhasuniversalsuffragewith
free electionsand an independentnd effective
judiciary. The Arab minority actively participates
in the political process There are Arab
parliamentarians, including Arabs as Deputy
Speakerof the Knesset.ThereareArab judges
including on the SupremeCourt, Arab cabinet
ministers,Arab headsof hospital departments,
Arab universityprofessorsArab diplomatsin the
ForeignService,andvery seniorArab policeand
army officers?

Incitementto racismin Israel is a criminal
offence?® A numberof Israelitowns havemixed
Arab-Jewishpopulations.In the past, when a
private cooperative village indituted a
membershipselectionprocessthat was seento
discriminateagainstArabs, it was declaredby
Israel®SupremeCourt to be discriminationand
henceillegal It is a crime underlsraelilaw for
any public body to discriminateon the basisof
raceor religion.

The Israel SupremeCourt hasruled that Othe
rule prohibiting discriminationbetweenpersons
on grounds of race, sex, national group,
community countryof origin, religion, beliefsor
socialstandingis a basicconstitutionalprinciple,
intertwinedand interwoveninto our basiclegal

conceptsandforming anintegralpartof it. 3°
The law prohibiting discriminationin public

place$ has been interpreted broadly by the courts

as applying to even private places,including
schools,libraries, pools, and storesservingthe

public.A law from the year 2000 bans any form of

discrimination concerning the registration of
studentsy governmentahndlocal authoritiesor

any educational institution. It is not surprising that

after examiningthe false analogybetweenlsrael
and Apartheid SouthAfrica, RhodaKadalie, a
SouthAfrican anti-Apartheidactivist, concludes
in an anaysis, co-authored with Julia
Bertelsmannthat:

Israelis not an Apartheidstate....Aralzitizens
of Israelcanvote andservein the Knessetplack
South Africans could not vote until
1994...Whereas Apartheid was established
througha seriesof oppressivdawsthatgoverned
which park bencheswe could sit on, wherewe
couldgoto school,which areaswve wereallowed
to live in, andevenwhomwe could marry; Israel
was founded upon a libera and inclusive
Dedaration of Independerce...Isradi schods,
universitiesand hospitalsmake no distinction
betweenJewsand Arabs.An Arab citizen who
bringsa casebeforean|sraelicourtwill havethat
casedecidedon the basisof merit, not ethnicity.
That was never the case for blacks under
Apartheid?®

Thus, it is difficult to visualizea societyless
akinto SouthAfrica underApartheid.

Since accusations of actugbartheid in modern
Israellack credencethe accusatioris madethat
the very fact that Israelis considereda Jewish
stateprovesan OApartheidlike@ituation® One
welsite writes tha QApartheid began and is
rootedin the very establishmenof the colonial
Jewishstate,both in law (de jure) andin the
implementatiorof its goalson variouslevels(de
facto)@ andthat Otheestablishmenof a OJewish
People@s a constructand tool of the Zionist
projectto legitimizeit andto definetheveryreal
taget of its racism.G® One QearnedO study

symbolof Islam.For a Westernstate with Jewist
and Muslim minorities, to have Christmasas a
nationalholiday is permissible but for Israelto
celebrate Passover as a national holiday is
somehowracist.For variousArab stateso denote
themselves as Arab Republics is not
objectionable but a Jewishstateis racismand
Apartheid.As one of the most active website:
promoting the calumny puts it: OThe Zionist
project is a European condruct, born out of
European nationalism expressed in nation-
staehood during the era of colonialism. The
Palestiniarstrugglefor liberationis in essencen
anti-colonial struggle. Inherent within any
colonial project is a racist, Euro-centric
worldview® In otha words, the Paletinian
nationalmovementis legitimate,but the Jewist
national movementis Apartheid®*® One website
equatingZionism with Apartheid explainsthe
analogyon the groundsthat Israeli law requires
that OPalestiniansgblitical participationinside
Israel is expressly conditional upon the
acceptance of the Jewish exclusivity of the
state.® The authorsneglectto quotethe full text
of the law which in fact makesno referenceto
Oexclusivityd but denies a political list the righ
participatein electionsif it callsfor:

¥ Negation of the existence of the State of Is
asaJewishanddemocraticstate;

¥ Incitementto racism;

¥ Supportfor armedstruggleby a hostile state
or a terrorist organizationagainstthe State of
Israel®

A law outlawing racism is not Apartheid
Another website accuses IsraelAgfartheid since
Omilitary veteranbenefits are awardedmostly
only to Jews.®The websitefails to mentionthat
Arabs are not subjectto compulsory military
serviceand hencecan study or work during the
three-yearperiod when other 18-year-oldsare
doingtheir compulsoryservice. The websitealso
fails to mentionthatthoseArabswho do join the
Army receive the identical military veteran
benefits®® It would appearthat any country that

concludes: OThe system Israeli Zionism resembles grantsmilitary veteranbenefits,suchasthe U.S.

is that operativein the Union, later Republicof
South Africa between1948 and (at the latest)
19943%

The crux of the accusationagainstlsrael is
encapsulateth the often-repeatedhagethatthe
racismof Israel Qissymbolizedmostclearly in
Israel®Jewishflag, anthemandstateholidays.®
The accuserdiavenot aword of criticism against
the tens of liberal democraticstatesthat have
Christiancrossesncorporatedn their flags, nor
againstthe Muslim stateswith the half crescent
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Gl Bill of Rights, is guilty ofApartheid in the eye
of suchwebsites.
Despitemassivepropagandaver the yearsby
Arab statesand by hate-mongergrom both the
extreme Left and the extreme Right, the
overwheming magority of people living in
democraticsocietieshaveshownsupportfor the
principlethatthe Jewishpeoplewereexercisinga
legitimateright to self-determinatiorin creating
Israel.lt is againsthis massiveshowof solidarity
with Israel that the specterof associationwith
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Apartheid has beenraised. It is an attemptto
delegitimizethe Jewishnationalmovementlt is
perhapsall the more perniciousin thatit is not
raised as an gument against any specific issue of
Israel® foreign policy but againgt the very
legitimacyof a Jewishnationalmovement.

International Legal Endorsement of the
Jewish National Movement

Needlesgo say noneof theaccusationggainst
Zionism as being a form of Apartheidpoint out
thatit is perhapghe only nationalmovementhat
hasreceivedexplicit supportand endorsement
both from the Leagueof Nationsand from the
United Nations.It wasthe Leagueof Nationsthat
approved the Mandae for Pdestine with its
ringing endorsement in the Preamble that:
OWhereagecognitionhastherebybeengiven to
the historical connectionof the Jewishpeople
with Palestine and to the grounds for
recongituting their national home in that
country® The Mandateinterestinglyalsocalled
on the Mandatory Power to OfacilitateJewish
immigration undersuitableconditionsand shall
encourage, in co-operation with the Jewish
agency.., closesettlementby Jewson the land,
including statelandsandwastelandsiot required
for public purposesOlt wasthe United Nations
that in 1947 caled for the estadishment of
Olndependerirab and Jewish States.® Here
again,presumably the call for an independent
Arab stae is legitimate but the call for an
independentlewishstateis somehowracism. |t
was the United Nationsthatin 1949 by a two-
thirds majority declaredhatthe Jewishstatewas

memberof the UN.#

The Peace Pocess as a Form dhpartheid?

Another track to try and associate Israel with the
SouthAfrican Apartheidregimeis to claim that
the Middle EastPeaceProcessis somehowa
manifestatiorof Apartheid?®

Chomskywrites of the Oadministratioput into
the handsof a corrupt and brutal Palestinian
authority playing the role of indigenous
collaboratorsunder imperial rule such as the
Black leadershipof SouthAfrica® Bantustans©
Professar Francis Boyle described the Oslo
process as Cakin to the Bantustans that the
ApartheidAfrikaner regime had establishedor
the Black People in the Republic of SoAfhica.*
One writer statesthat Ointhe nameof security:
Israelsetsup Apartheidzones.®LearnedNGOs
haveheldworkshopson the subject?

The PeaceProcessashadits detractorsput it
is surely strangeto ignore that the processhas

given hope for a lasting peacesettlement.It
gainedits protagonistgshreeNobel PeacePrizes
andthe support,in democraticelections,of the
majority of the populationof Israel and of the
Palestinians in the West Bank. The lIsrael-
PalestiniarOslo Declarationof Principles,aspart
of the Madrid peaceprocess? wassignedasan
act of supportby the United Statesand by the
RussianFederation.The Interim 1995 Israeli-
PalestinianAgreement,also part of the Madrid
process; was signedas an act of supportby
representativesf the United Statesthe Russian
Federation Egypt, Jordan,the EuropeanUnion,
and Norway. The Middle East (Roadmap,G®
incorporatingthe Madrid principles, has been

repeatedly endorsed by the UN Security Couficil.

The United Nations General Assmbly has
endorsedtheselsraeli-Palestiniaragreements;
they haveevenbeenmentionedwith approvalby
the InternationalCourtof Justice®

were not supportedby a single stateother than
SouthAfrica which unilaterallycreatedhem.The

virulent criticism would seem to derive from those

who arenotinterestedn any peacefulresolution.
The OWallOasApartheid

The mostpopularuseof the word OApartheidO

in relationto Israelappeargo bein connection
with Israel®securityfence.The IsraeliArmy has
explainedthe needfor the fence:OBetweetsrael
andthe areasof the PalestiniarAuthority thereis

no borderor natural obstacleswhich, to date,
enableghe almostunhinderedentry of terrorists

into Israel. The security fence that exists along the
a Opeace-loving stateO and accepted Israel as a fulbazaStrip has provenits defensiverobustness

and the vast mgority of infiltration attempts
throughit werediscoverecandthwarted.®
Thosecriticizing the constructiontendto use
the word OwallGand call it a separationwall
thoughin fact Oonlya tiny fraction of the total
lengthof the barrier(lessthan3 percentor about
10 miles) is actually a thirty-foot-high concrete

This is hardly OBantustans,O puppet regimes that

the 1949 0Greenfrmistice Line * the courtwas
careful not to deny Israel®right in principle to
build sucha securityfence.

The OOccupiedTerritoriesOand
SettlementsasApartheid?

Some exponents of the Qsrael ApartheidC
thesis, aware that they have a problem with
brandinglsraeli societyas an Apartheidsociety
limit themsdves to claiming tha the Isragli
administrationandlsraeli settlementsn the West
Bankarea manifestatiorof Apartheid®

Exponentsof the Israel-Apartheidcampaigr
claim that easternJerusalemis subjectto an
Apartheid regime and gue that OSince the illes
annexation by Israel in 1967, all successive Is
governmentshave madegreatefforts to reduce
significantly the numberof Palestiniansesiding
in easternlerusalento assurdsraelisovereignty
[and] a Jewishmajority.* This is a very strange
accusation. ThArab population of Jerusalem w
68,000 in 1967, comprising 25 percent of the 1
population. In 2007 the Arab population of
Jerusalenwas260,000,comprising35 percentof
the total populationof the city.®

The existenceof someroadsin the WestBank
where, for security reasons, Israeli and Palest
traffic is separateds also presenteds proof of
Apartheid$” This claim completelyignoresthe
very real securitythreatto Israeliroadtraffic and
incidentally also ignoresthe fact that Olsrae
trafficOincludesthe vehiclesof the morethanone
million Arabswho are Israeli citizens,andwho
alsohavebeensubjectto terroristattacks.

A majorthemeof the OlsraehppliesApartheid
to the territoriesO campaign is that Israelj laith
all its built-in safeguard=f individual rights,
appliesto Israeli settlersbut not to the local
Palestiniarpopulationwho are subjectto Israeli
military administration.Such criticism ignores
two major facts. The first is that since 1993, as
part of the peaceprocessiit is the Palestiniar
Authority that has jurisdction over the

wall.& Any border fence in fact serves to separate overwhelming majority of Palestinians in test

areasand one may hope for a world with no
borders.However aslong as Israel hasto face

terrorist acts, it is legitimate for it, as it is for other

Bank. Hamas, which splintered off from the
PalestinianAuthority, has jurisdiction over the
whole populationof the Gaza Strip. The vast

states, to erect a barrier to prevent terrorist attacks majority of Palestiniansn the West Bank and

andillegal crossings: Thosecalling the fencethe
OApartheidvallOmakefrequentreferenceto the
advisory opinion of the InternationalCourt of
Justiceontheissue® Theyfail to pointoutthatin
its opinion on the wall the InternationalCourt of
Justiceat no time madeany analogyor reference
to Apartheidor referredto an OApartheidvall.O
Furthemore, although the Intemationd Court
criticized the route of the OwallGsbeingbeyond
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Gazaare hencesubject neither to the Israeli
military administrationnor to regularlsraelilaw.
Theirlaws, courts,police, prisons taxes.etc.,are
Palestinianand Israel has no jurisdiction over
them.

The otherissuethe criticism ignoresis thatany
attemptto apply internal Israeli law to the few
local Palestinianavho are still undertemporary
Israeli military administrationwould be met by
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vehement world opposition. According to
international law, temporary  military
administration is the norm to be applied to
territoriesthat are not underthe sovereigntyof a
state.Israelis damnedf it doesanddamnedf it
doesn® What Israel has done is to allow all
Palestinianswithin its jurisdiction accesgo the

Israel Supreme Court to petition against the Israeli

armyandgovernmentThis is apparentlythe only
time a statehasallowed suchaccesgo persons
underits military administration.

Theissueof settlementsn the WestBankis a

matter of debate in the international community as

well as within Israd sodety. Wha is clear,

however is that it will be resolved if Israel and the

Palestinianganagreeon a boundary Whenthat
boundaryis fixed, any Israeli settlementon the
Palestiniarside of the future boundarycan only
continue to exist with the ageement of the
Palestinians. The isswe is one of boundaries
betweensraelanda future Palestiniarstate.It is
not anApartheidsystemof a minority controlling

Notes

a majority but a border dispute that hopefully will
benegotiatecpeacefully
in the nearfuture.

Conclusion

The Apatheid campagn against Israel has
anotherrevealingfeature.lt rarely dealswith the
massiveabuseof humanrights or casesof real
Apartheidelsewheren theworld. In otherwords,
it singlesout Israelwith a false accusationFor
example, President Carter has spoken about
Israeli Apartheid but is careful about how he
describeshe conflict in Darfur, where Sudan®

Arab regime has been slaughtering black Muslims

with the backing of many Arab states® The
campaigragainstisraelis notbasedon aconcern

with the universal application of human rights, but

on somethingelse. This treatmentof Israel is
nothing less than an effort to delegitimizethe
Jewishstate,by attributingto it the mostheinous
crimes.Michael Ignatief, the headof Canada®
Liberal Partywho servedasa professoiof human
rights policy at Harvard University in previous

yeas, made this very point in March 2009:
Olnternationdbw definesOApartheidés a crime
against humanity. Labeling Israel as an
OApartheid§ite is a deliberate attempt to
underminethe legitimacy of the Jewish state
itself.(®

Perhapghe mostchilling indicationof the real
purpose behind the OlsraehEartheidO campai
is revealedin one of the most active websites
behindthe campaign.They write thatamongthe
goals of Oprosecution for the crimedphrtheid is
to force Israelto - enablethe true majority to
return to power over ther own lands, while
protectingthe rights of ethnicminorities.®

In other words, the real goal behind the
Apartheid campaign is the denial of the
legitimacy of the State of Israel and the
determinationthat the only statusthe Jewist
populationin Israel can hope for is that of a
OprotectedO ethnic minority infmab Palestinia
state.!
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ReligiousZionists Must Disownthe Zealots

By Isi Leibler

Reprintedfrom TheJerusalenPost(DecembeR3, 2009)

eligious Zionists are confronted by an
unenviable challenge which could
permanently undermine their staus in

Israel.Frombeingregardedy the mainstreamas
the voice of religious moderationand a force of

societal unification - whose youth have earned the

reputation as role models of devotion and
dedicationto the stateandits defense- they are
now teeteringon maginalization at best, and
stigmatizedaszealotsat worst.

The current impasse was an inevitable
consequencef edictsissuedby a number of
rabbis proclaimingthat forfeiture of territory in

that another displacement is pending. It was in this called up for reserveduty. Now, belatedly the

contextthat small groupsof hesdersoldiersfrom
the Shimshonand Nahshonbattalionsunfurled
bannersduring military ceremoniegproclaiming
that they would never again take part in IDF
evacuation®f settlements.
Theywerejailed for insubordination.
Whereas most hesde rabbis and religious-

Zionist spokesmen condemned or distanced them

selvesfrom theseactions,a numberof rabbis,
headed by a rather unworldly Rabbi Eliezer
Melamedof the Har BrachaYeshiva,not only
endorsed their actions but told studentsthey

the Land of Israel constitutes a breach of Halacha. would be breachingHalachaif theywereto obey
These rabbis refused to consider any exceptions to ordersto evacuatesettlements.

this decree- not even for pikuah nefesh,the
requirement to safeguard human life, which
overridesmosthalachicinjunctions.

Nor were they willing to respect the authority of

the majority of their rabbinicalcolleagueswho
disagreedwith their interpretationof Jewishlaw
and also recognized the potential societal
polarizationit would create.
Indeed,suchpolarizationcamestronglyto the
fore in 2005, when former prime ministerAriel
SharonusedIDF combattroopsto implementthe
disengagementrom Gaza.Among thesewere
religious soldiers, many from settler families.
That they were obliged to forcibly evacuate
settlements naturally evoked bitterness and
resentmentTheseemotionswere subsequently
compoundedvhenit turnedout that the whole
endeavormnly servedto emboldenthe jihadists,

who transformed the evacuated areas into missile-

launching sites from which to attack Israeli
civilians.

Now, a mere four yearslater, the settlement
freezehascausedsettlersto becomeapprehensive

This led to hystericalmediaaccusationggainst
the entirehesdemovementandaccusationshat
rabbis were taking over the IDRabbis were even
blamedfor creatingthe climate for the recent
desecratiorof the mosquein Yasuf,despitethe
factthattheywereat the forefrontof the nation®
condemnatiorof thatdespicablezandalism.

In an attempt to stavefafonfrontation, Defense
Minister EhudBarakgaveRabbiMelamedevery
opportunity to backtrack with dignity. But
Melamedrebufed Barak&requestfor a meeting
with unduearrogancetetorting: OldonOwork for
the defense minister.O Fearing negative
repercussionsn army moraleif he failed to act,

rabbis have succeeded in pressuring Rabbi
Melamedto withdraw his call on soldiersto
disobeyorders but the damagehasbeendone.

In the past, religious Zionists acceptal the
rulings of their rabbison halachicquestionsput
refusedto take instructionsfrom themon social
andpolitical matters.This approachs now being
challengedby an increasingnumberof rabbis,
particularlyin the hesderyeshivot.

However the currentdebates not asblack and
white asprotagonistgrom bothsidesclaim. Even
IDF Chief of GeneralStaff Gabi Ashkenazihas
repeatedlyaffirmed that a conscriptedarmy like
the IDF, which is continuouslyengagedn wars
and other violent confrontations with deally
terrorists,should not be usedby the stateas a
vehiclefor evacuatingivilians from theirhomes

In most countriessuchactivities are clearcut
civil issuesandit is the police or other state-
controlled entity that are tasked with
implementingsuchpolicies. Thatmay be difficult
or evenimpossiblein Israel.But thereis surelya
lack of compassiorin forcing soldierswho hail
from settlementgo forcibly evacuateneighbors
friendsandeventheir own family memberdrom
homeswhich the statenot only sanctionedout
promoted until the moment that a political
decisionwasmadeto unilaterallywithdraw from

Barak took the unprecedented step of severing the themandhandthemoverto the Palestinians.

IDF relationshipwith Melamed®yeshiva.His
responsevasto accuseBarakof Obloodibeling.O
Regrettably initially most hesder rabbis -
including moderates werereluctantlydragged
into supportingMelamed.And more than 100
hesderyeshivagraduatesannouncedhat unless
thearmy rescindedts decisionto cut off the Har
BrachaYeshiva,they would refuseorderswhen
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Furthermorereligioussoldiersare not the first
group of inappropriatelynamedOrefuseniks@®
emepe from the Israeli-Palestiniartonflict. Nor
are their rabbis the first figures of moral and
intellectualauthorityto call upontheir Oflocks@
disobeyorders.Take,for example the hundredor
so university professors who exhorted their
studentsto refuseto servein the Oarmyof the
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occupdion.O Even though rabbis undoubtedly
cary greder weight with their studentsthan
professors, the double standard here is
unmistakableWhile no actionwastakenagainst
universitiesfor failing to takedisciplinaryaction
againstsuchacademicsRabbi Melamed- who
consistentlyremainedadamanthat his students
servein the IDF - waspenalizedfor telling them
to refuseto evacuatesettlements.

This is not to suggestthat thereis room for
sectariammilitias in anarmy, certainlynotin the

IDF. In the absence of utter discipline, the military

would be dysfunctional to saythe least,andthe
countryendangeredAs PrimeMinister Binyamin
Netanyahusaid, Olfyou wantto closedown the
IDF, thenpromoterefusalto obeyorders,which
couldleadto the collapseof the state.O

ReligiousZionists - whosechildren,including
thosein hesderinstitutions,havevolunteeredor
combatunitsin numbersgreatlydisproportionate
to their population- understandhis all too well.
This was evidentby their reluctancejn spite of
great anguish, to defy orders during
disengagement. It is still evident tod@ye fact is
that the vast majority of religious Zionists are
painedand infuriated by the recentbehaviorof
Melamedand otherrabbis- behaviorwhich has
jeopadized their highly sersitive relaionship
with the statecarefully nurturedovertheyears.

The onusto correctthis restson the religious-
Zionist community as a whole. It is urgentfor
themto puttheir housein order

This doesnot denythemtheir democraticight
to opposesuchactions.But they shoulddo so by
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fighting the battle in the civil-political arena
whereit belongsWith this right, however comes
responsibility - that of publicly denouncing
anyone rabbisincluded,who encouragesoldiers
to espousensubordinationwhich could lead to
chaoswithin the IDF.

This will require courageand determination
particularly by moderate religious-Zionist
laymen. Theserepresentthe vast majority of
religiousZionistswhosecommitmentto the state
is unconditional,but have hitherto lacked the
backboneto resist,condemnand ostracizethe
extremists.They must do so now, before this
hesdeitDF imbroglio spins out of control,
endangering the entire religious-Zionist
enterprise This would represent greatloss not
only for the IDF, butfor the entirenation.!
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OBAMA ENGAGES,AHMADINEJAD LAUGHS

lran: By the Numbers

Reprintedfrom Thelsrael Project(November25, 2009)

esidentBarack Obamarecently warned
hattime is OrunningoutOfor Iran to join
i

nternationalnegotiationsover its nuclear
program.[1] The Islamic Republic, the world®
leading state-sponsor of terrbias been deceiving
the internationalcommunity aboutits nuclear
activitiesfor almosta decade promptingBritish

Prime Minister Gordon Brown to declare that Othe

internationalcommunityhasno choicetodaybut
to draw a line in the sandO regarding Ban®lear
aspirations.[2]

Following are facts and figures relating to I&an®

nuclear violations, terror sponsorship and
domesticandinternationakaffairs.
Nuclear Activity

¥5,412 Centrifuges Iran is operating for
uranium enrichment as of February 2088other

125 have been installed but are not currently being

used.[3]

¥2.75 kilograms (6.1 Ibs): Amount of
low-enricheduranium(LEU) Iran wasreportedly
producingdaily asof June5, 2009.At this rate,
Iran would haveenoughweapons-gradaranium
to createtwo nuclearweaponshy February2010.
If all reported7,052 centrifugeswere used,the
weaponscould be developedas early as mid-
DecembeR009.[4]

¥4: UN SecurityCouncil (UNSC) resolutions
calling for Iran to halt its uraniumenrichment
programwhich Iran is currently defying: UNSC
resolutionsl696,1737,1747and1803.[5]

¥3,000 Number of centrifuges IAEA

inspectors confirmed the once-secret Qom nuclear

facility is capableof housing;enoughto produce
materialfor nuclearweaponsbut unsuitablefor
the productionof fuel for civilian purposes.[6]

¥ Approximately 6: Countries-includingSaudi
Arabia, Egypt and Turkey-which would also
pursue nuclear technology if Iran® nuclear
programcontinuesto develop,initiating a Middle
East arms race and destabilizing the entire
region.[7]

Terrorism
¥900 Hamasoperativedrainedby Iran.[8]

¥3,000 Hezbollah operatives trained by
Iran.[9]

¥$20 million - $30 million: Fundng Iran
providesannuallyto Hamas.Ilran gave another
$50 million following Hamas€victory in the
2006Palestiniarelections.[10]

¥$200million : Fundinglran providesannually
to Hezbollah.Iran also gave an additional $300
million following Israel®defensivewar against
Hezbollahin 2006.[11]

¥$2 million : Fundinglran providesannuallyto
Palestiniarislamic Jihad.[12]

¥29 killed and 242 woundedn the bombing of
thelsraeliembassyn BuenosAires,Argentina, in
1992.1n February2008,a U.S. judgeruled that
Hezbollah and Iran were responsble for the
bombing.Thejudgeawardedhe family of David
Ben Rafael,oneof the victims of the attackwho
was born in the United States,$63 million in
damagesindinterestowed.[13]

¥ 85 killed and 300 woundedn the bombing of
the AMIA Jewishcenterin BuenosAiresin 1994.
In October2006,Argentineprosecutoraccused
Hezbollahof carrying out the bombingandthe
governmenbf Iran for instructingHezbollahto
doso.[14]

¥7. lranians charged in the bombing of
Argentina)AMIA Jewish center, including
former lranian president Akbar Hashemi
RafsanjaniThe LebaneséHezbollahcommander
Imad Mugniyeh, who was killed in February
2008, was also chaged in the bombing. The
chageswere madeby Argentineprosecutorsn
October2006 and Interpol issuedinternational
arrestwarrantsfor six of thosechargedn March
2007,althoughnot for Rafsanjani.[15]

¥70,000Q Suicide bombersin Iran who have
volunteeredo attacklsrael.[16]

¥500 Tonsof advancedveaponryseizedNov.
3 by thelsraeliNavy from anIranianshipheaded
to Hezbollahin southernLebanon.[17]Weapons
seized include: 9,000 mortar bombs, 2,000
Katyushaartillery rockets,3,000recoillessgun
shells, 20,000 grenadesand more than a half
million roundsof smallarmsammunition.[18]
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¥60 kilometers (37 miles): Distance Iran-
fundedrocketsgivento Hamascanreach.If fired
from Gaza therocketscould hit Tel Aviv.[19]

¥200 122mm Gradtype Katyusha rockets,
providedby Iran and fired by Hamasat Israeli
cities during Operation Cast Lead, Israel®
defensiveoperationin Gaza.[20]lran hasalso
suppliedHamaswith 120mm standardiranian
manufactured mortar shells, dozens of which \
fired at Israel during the defensiveoperation
Dec.27,2008- Jan.18,2009.[21]

¥40 countries and 5 continents Areaswhere
Hezbollahis active.[22]

¥1,248 Days Iran-backed Hamas has hed
Israeli Staff Sgt. Gilad Shalit captive since
kidnapping him from Israel on June 25, 2006 it
unprovokedgcross-borderaid.[23]

DomesticAffairs: Crime and Punishment

¥6.0: Freedom House@ating of Irar€¥reedon
status (7.0 being the lowest and 1.0 the
highest).[24]

¥39: Child offendersexecutedby Iran since
1990, accordingto Amnesty International;the
mogt recent of these executions occurred in
January2009.[25]

¥ Approximately 381 Peopleexecutedn Iran
in 2008.[26]

¥ Approximately 20 people were killed and
morethan 1,000arrestedduring clashesbetweer
police and protestersfollowing the fraudulent
Junere-electionof Iranian PresidentMahmouc
Ahmadinejad.[27]

International Affairs

¥20: Languagesn which radio andtelevision
programsareairedby the government-controlle
World Serviceof the Islamic Republic of Iran
Broadcastingcompany[28]

¥400 employeesand 26 correspondentswho
work for PressTV, an Iranian news network
fundedby the Iraniangovernment.[29]

¥10 - 30: Percentageof income residentsof
Maicao,Colombiadonateto Hezbollah.[30]

¥1: Flight per week between the Iranian cap
TehranandCaracasyYenezuela.[31]
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Significant International Invegments in 4. ChinaNationalPetroleumCompany China 9. SiemensGermany
Iran [32] 5. GazpromRussia 10. Nokia, Finland
1. BNP ParibasfFrance 6. Lukoil, Russia 11. Mitsubishi,Japan
2.ING, theNetherlands 7. EssarQil, India 12.HSBC,London
3. Royal Dutch Shellplc, the Netherlands 8. Hyundai,SouthKorea 13.Volvo, Sweden

Thelsrael Project is aninternationalnon-piofit organizationdevotedo educatingthe pressandthe pub -
lic about Israel while ppmoting securityfreedom and peace. The Israebfect povides journalists, lea¢
ersandopinion-makersccurateinformationaboutlsrael. Thelsrael Projectis not relatedto anygovern-
mentor governmenagency
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lran Tested Advanced Nuclear Warhead Design - Secret Report

By Julian Borger
Reprintedfrom The Guardian (UK) (November5, 2009)

he UN® nuclearwatchdoghasaskediran
I to explainevidencesuggestinghatlranian
scientists have experimented with an
advancecuclearwarheaddesign,the Guardian
haslearned.
Thevery existenceof thetechnologyknownas

a Otwo-point implosionO device, is officially secret

in both the US and Britain, but accordingto
previoudy unpublished documentation in a
dossier compiled by the International Atomic
EnergyAgency (IAEA), Iranian scientistsmay
have testedhigh-explosivecomponentsof the
design.The developmentvastodaydescribedoy
nuclearexpertsas Obreathtakingénd hasadded
urgencyto the effort to find a diplomaticsolution
to the Iraniannuclearcrisis.

The sophisticatedechnology once mastered,
allows for the productionof smallerand simpler
warheads than older models. It reduces the

in part from reportssubmittedto it by western
intelligenceagencies.

The agencyhasin the pasttreatedsuchreports
with scepticism particularly after the Iraq war.
But its directorgeneralMohamedElBaradeihas
said the evidence of Iranian weaponisation
Oappearso have beenderived from multiple
sourcesover differentperiodsof time, appeargo
be generaly consistent, and is sufficiently
comprehensivend detailedthat it needsto be
addressedby IranO.

Extractsfrom the dossierhavebeenpublished
previously but it was not previously known that it
included documentationon such an advanced
warhead.Oltis breathtakingthat Iran could be
working on this sortof material, Gaida European
governmentdviseron nuclearissues.

JamesActon, a British nuclearweaponsxpert
at the Camegie Endowment for Intemaiona

diameter of a warhead and makes it easier to put a Peace, said: Ot remarkable that, before

nuclearwarheadon a missile.
Documentationreferringto experimentgesting
a two-point detonationdesign are part of the
evidenceof nuclearweaponisatiorgatheredby
thelAEA andpresentedo Iranfor its response.
The dossier, titled C(Possible Military
Dimensionsof Iran@®NuclearProgram,ds drawn

perfectingstepone,theyaregoingstraightto step
four or five ... To startwith more sophisticated
designsspeakof level of technicalambitionthat
is surprising.O

Another western specialist with extensive
knowledgeof the Iranian programmesaid: Olt
raisesthe questionof who suppliedthis to them.
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Did AQ Khan [a Pakistani scientist who confes
in 2004 to running a nuclear smuggling ring] h
accesso this, or is it anothemplayer?0

The revelation of the documents comes at a
of growing tension.Tehranhasso far rejecteda
deal that would remove most of its enrichec
uraniumstockpilefor a yearandreplaceit with
nuclearfuel rodswhich would be muchharderto
turn into weapons.The Iranian governmenthas
also balked at negotiationswhich were due to
beginlastweek,overits continuedenrichmenbof
uranum, in defiance of UN searity courcil
resolutions.

Therearefearsin WashingtorandLondonthat
if nodealis reachedo atleasttemporarilydefuse
tensionsy the endof Decemberlsraelcould set
in motion plansto take military actionaimedat
setting back the Iranian programme by force,
incalculableconsequence®r the Middle East.

Iran hasrejectedmostof the IAEA materialon
weaponisaion as forgeries but has admitted
carrying out teds on multiple high-explosive
detonations  synchronised to within a
microsecondTehran has told the agencythat
thereis a civilian applicationfor suchtests,but
hassofar not providedany evidencefor them.

Westernweaponsexpertssaythereareno such
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civilian applications put the useof co-ordinated
detonationsn nuclearwarheadss well known.
They compressthe fissile core, or pit, of the
warheaduntil it reachesritical mass.

A US nationalintelligenceestimatetwo years
agosaidthat Iran had explorednuclearwarhead
designfor severalyearsbut hadprobablystopped
in 2003. British, Frenchand German officials
havesaidthey believeweaponisatiorcontinued
afterthatdateandmay still be continuing.

In Septembera Germancourtfounda German-
Iranian businessmanMohsenVanaki, guilty of
brokering the sale of dual-useequipmentwith
possble applications in developing nuclear
weapons. The equipment included speciaised
high-speedcameraspf the sort usedto develop
implosiondevicesaswell asradiationdetectors.
Accordingto areportby the Institutefor Science
and InternationalSecurity the Germanforeign

Iran®@weaponglevelopmentvascontinuing.

The IAEA is seekingto find out what the
scientistsand the institutions involved in the
experiments are doing nobut has so far not been
givenaresponseThe agency€repeatedequests
to interview MohsenFakhrizadehwhosename
featuresheavilyin the IAEA® documentatiorand
who is widely seenas the father of the Iranian
nuclearprogrammehavebeenturneddown.

The agencyhas also askedIran to explain
evidencethat a Russianweaponsexperthelped
Iraniantechniciango mastersynchronisedigh-
explosivedetonations.

Thefirst implosiondevices ike the OFaManO
bomb droppedon Nagasakion 9 August 1945,
used32 high-explosivehexagonsand pentagons

arrayed around a plutonium core like the panels of

a football. The IAEA hasa five-pagedocument
describing experimentation on such a

intelligence service, the Bundesnachrichtendienst, hemisphericaarrayof explosives.

testified at the trial that therewas evidencethat

According to a diplomat familiar with the I1AE
documentation, the evidence also points to
experimentswith a two-point detonationsysterr
that representamore elegantsolution(to the
challengeof makinga nuclearwarheadbutit is
muchharderto achievelt is usedin conjunctior
with a non-sphericabpit, in the shapeof a rugby
ball, or explosives in that shape wrapped arou
sphericalpit, andit works by compressinghe pit
from bothends. ThdAEA hasexpresse®seriou
concernO about Iranf@ilure to give an account
theresearclits scientistshavecarriedout.

Descriptions  of  Qwo-point  implosionC
warheadglesignshaveoccasionallyappearedn
the public domain (there are extensive
descriptionson Wikipedia) and they were first
developedby US scientistsin the 1950s,but it
remainsan offencefor Americanofficials or even
non-governmentahuclearexpertswith security
clearanceo discusghem.!

Iran@ Nuclear Program: Deciphering I srad @ Signals

By Ehud Yaari

Reprintedfrom TheWashingtoninstitutefor Near EastPolicy (Policy Watch#1597)(November5, 2009)

ambitionsarefrequentlydiscussedy experts

andanalystsabroad A vastbody of literature
dready has been produced by U.S. scholars
debatingwhetherlsrael should,could, or finally
would choose to mount a preemptive strike
againstran@key nuclearinstallationsin aneffort
to disrupt the Islamic Republic@ pursuit of
atomicweaponsHowever in Israelitself thereis
surprisinglylittle public discussiorof thisissue.

Little Public Debate

The Israelipolitical leadership in government
as well as in the opposition - refrains from
addressingdhis very complexdilemmaexceptby
making brief vaguestatementsT he military and
intelligence communities are under strict
instructionsto avoid making remarksexceptto
affirm that Israel is preparingitself for Oany
eventualityOThey alsorefuseto takepartin off-
the-recordbriefings relatedto Israel®possible
responsdo the challenge The Israelimediahas

I srael® options vis-a-vis Iran®@ nuclear

within Israel®top echelons- and the different
positionsexpressedy the participantsin these
sessions remainslargely unreportedand so far
removedfrom public scrutiny Thereis no doubt,

of course, that an intense discussion of the Iranian

threatis taking place and that Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahuand DefenseMinister Ehud
Barakare updatedconstantlyconcerningvarious
military optionsaswell as strategiegelying on
deterrence and upgrading of the country(3
antiballisticdefenses.

Assessingsrael@ Stance

Israel has no great appetite for taking on Iran on
its own, recognizing the difficulties involved in an

attack as well as the potential that Iran could
retaliateeitherwith its Shehab-3nissiles,already
operationalby embarkingupona large-scalger-
rorismcampaignor by havingHizballahignite a
conflict on the Lebanesdront. Many view the
military option as the OworstpossiblecourseO
other than tolerating an Iran equipped with

not generated a public debate on the pros and consnuclearwarheadsThe Israeli leadershipwould,

of military action- partly in view of censorship
restrictions.Even membersof local think tanks
and academiccircles prove reluctantto venture
into this domain.

Therefore the natureof the quietdeliberations

therefore,prefer action by the United Statesto
stop Iran from acquiringa bomb either through
diplomaticdialogue effectivesanctionsor -- if it
cameto it -- military strikes.Needlesdo say a
U.S. attackis boundto be muchwider in scope
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andmoredevastatinghanany blow deliveredby
the IsraelDefense-orces.

At the sametime, manyin Israelfeel strongly
that the country does possess the military
capabilityto launcha successfubktrike againsta
limited numberof Iraniannuclearinstallationsto
delay the paceof Iran® nuclearprogramby at
leasta couple of years.At leastsomein Israel
believe that Iranian reprisds would be more
restrained than public warnings from Tehrar
mightindicate,andthatHizballahmay attemptto
employ its long-range Iranian missiles in a
mannerthat would not necessarilylead to full-
scalewar. The agumentwould be that althougt
the organizatior§long-rangemissilesare effec-
tively under the control of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps Qods Force,
Hizballah® leader Hassan Nasralah would
hesitate to provoke the Israelis into undertakin
all-out counterofensive.Somelsraelisarguethat
Iran would not necessarilyretaliateagainstthe
United States and israb allies in the Gulf or Ira
for fear of compellingPresidenfObamato strike
back.

The Israelisarewell awarethattheywould not
be able to completelyeliminate Iran® nucleau
capabilitiesor deny the Islamic Republic the
possibility of doubling its efforts in the future. E
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Israel feels it could gain time for additionafaefs
by the United Statesand othersto persuadehe
Iranians to give up their nuclear ambitions.
Israelisrememberthat their 1981 attackon the

his plansto achievenuclearcapability They are
notyet surethat SyrianleaderBasharal-Asadhas
givenup his own nuclearambitionsfollowing the
air attackon al-Kibar in Septembe2007. Still,

from an Israelipoint of view, delayingthe threat
by afew yearsis aworthy goal.

Assessing Iranian missile powdésraelis tend to
believethatastime passesran®ability to launch
more misdles simultaneously will grow
considerablyIn the nearterm, they feel Iranian
retaliationwould essentiallyentail a repeatof the

first Gulf war experience in 1991, when Israel had

to absorbforty Iragi Scuds- mainly directed
againg Tel Aviv and Haifa - with minima
casualtiesThe Iranianair force simply doesnot
havethe ability to reachlsrael,anda navalattack
of any sortis aremotepossibility.

The majority view at this point is that Hamas
may violate the presentde facto truce alongthe
GazaStrip with a few rocketsalvosin solidarity
with Iran - perhapsin an attemptto hit the
outskirtsof Tel Aviv - but thatthe groupseeksto
avoidarepetitionof OperationCastLead,evenif
it were promised that Israel would also be
engagedon the Lebanesedront and exchanging
blowswith Iranitself. Hamasis quite eagemotto
appearasan Iranianproxy, andits leader Khaled

Mashal, hasalreadyquietly warnedhis Iranian
sponsorghat any nuclearattackagainstisraelis
boundto hit manyPalestinians.

Israelisare concernedhat a nuclearlran will
trigger an arms race among neighboringArab
states.They suspectSaudiArabia may already

The current assessment in Israel is that although havetacitunderstandingwith Pakistarregarding
Iraqi reactor only led Saddam Hussein to speed up the Iranian regime long ago decided to get

Owithinreach®f a bombandis doingits utmost

to move toward this objective, no decision has yet

beenmadeto go for a Obreakout.The reasonis
that Iran would not risk the consequencesf a
breakoutfor abombor two butratherwould only
contemplatesuch a dramaticstepwheniit had
enough low-enriched uranium for a modest
Oarsenal@f abouta half dozenbombs.In effect,

Israel shares the assumption that very limited time

still remains,though without much hope, for
attemptsto persuaddran to halt its pursuit of
atomicweapons.

Yet, for Israel,notonly the purely nuclearclock
is ticking. Aside from watchingthe speedwith
which the Iraniansassemblea Ominiarsenal,O
Israeli strategic planners have their eyes on
anotherticking clock: that marking the paceof
Iranianefforts to improvedefensesor their most
sensitive targets, whether by burying them
undergrounar by trying to makethemotherwise
immune to attack by air forcesor by Israel®
missileforce. Israel®decisionon whetherto go it
alonewill dependgreatlyon its estimationof the
likelihood that a strike would succeedThus, a
concernmay be Iran®successfuprotectionof its
installations which could force Israelto makean
earlydecision.

someform of nuclearassistanceandthe Israeli
intelligenceagenciesarecloselywatchingmoves
by Egypt,the United Arab Emirates andothersto
developnuclearprogramsfor so-calledpeacefu
purposesThe Arab mediais rich with calls to
havea OSunnirab bombQo counterlran@ques
for hegemonywith a OPersiashiite bomb.O

Onescenaricadvancedy Israelisassumeshat
the Iranian leadershipmay resolveto OhangnC
for a considerable period just below the
weaponization red line, while upgading and
broadeningts technicalcapabilitiesandenjoying
the political clout associated with being an
Oalmost@uclearpower Onegoodreasorfor the
Iraniansto OhangnOwould be to wait for the
developmenbf future generation®f long-range
missiles. This scenariowould translateinto an
extended period of regiona tension and
uncertainty

No Expectation of Deal

As Israelis monitor the ups and certainly the
downsof the currentnegotiationof the so-callec
P-5 + 1 with Iran, they will not rush their
decisions.Thoselsraelischargedwith following
Iran are convincedthat, at present,a deal could
prove elusive.This meansthe time for Israelto
determine its course may come by around
mid-2010.!

Ehud “ari is a Washington Institute Lafer international fellow and Middle Easrespondent for Israel

ChannelTwo.

The Real Reasm Ir an Can®Be Trusted

By MamounFandy

Reprintedfrom Christian ScienceMonitor (November20, 2009)

manyin Europeandthe United Statesasked
whether Iran would, or even could, come
cleanonits nuclearactivities.

Should the West trust Iranian promises?The
shortansweris Ono.®ut the underlyingquestion
is OWhynot?0

The answerlies in Iranian belief systems-

I n the run-up to talks with Iran last month,

notably the doctrine of taqiyya, a difficult concept

for many non-Muslimsto grasp.Tagiyyais the
Shiite religious rationale for concealment or
dissimulationin political or worldly affairs. At
one level it means that President Mahmoud

Ahmadinejadand his regimecantell themselves
thatthey are obliged by their faith not to tell the
truth.

This doctrinehasnot beendiscussednuchin
the West,but it shouldbe. How shouldthe world
dealwith taqiyyain Shiite Islamin the contextof
Iran@nuclearfile?

Can Iran betrusted?

In Iran, the teachingof Shiite Islam governall
aspects of societjnd tagiyya - dissimulation and
concealment is one of the key elementsof the
Shiite faith. While many outsidersare surprised
by Iran® concealmenbf its nuclearinstallations,
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thosewho studythe Shiitefaith andrecognizethe
signsof tagiyyaarenot.

Many governmentdie aboutstrategicsecrets
especially secrets about nuclear weapvimess
Israel® concealmenbf its nuclearcapabilities
And former Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping
counseled his country to Ohide its brightness(
strategicreasons.

Iran® approach to its nuclear ambitions,
however is a different form of deceptionand
denial. Certainly statesdo not needa religious
edictto lie or obfuscateBut it helpsif a statehas
onealreadyin place.
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What canthe Westdo?
Westernnegotiatorsmustbe mindful, not only
of the technical side of Iram@uclear program, but
the historical evolution of tagiyya. Suchcontext
shedscritical light on the insecuritiesof the

Iranian regime and that of the Shiite community at

large.
TagiyyadoesnOneanthe Westshouldgive up

all negotiations with Iran, or that Iran can never be

trusted.Tehran®concealmenis a meansto an
end:It wantsnuclearweapongo providesecurity
for the clerical regimeandthe Shiite community
Solong aslran feelsthreatenedit will deceive.
But if the West can easeTehran®anxiety with

strongassuranceghennegotiationswill be more
truthful.

How a doctrine of deceitdeveloped

Tagiyyarequiresthe faithful to be deceitful at
timesof weaknessThe history of Shiitesin their
conflict with Sunnis is a history of the
downtrodden.They have beenthe underdogsn
Islamic history, andhavehadto protectboththeir
communitiesand their faith from beingoverrun
by the more numerousSunnis.Tagiyyaemeged
asaresponse.

Tagiyya ofers a license to violate the strict rules

of thefaith in casef extremepressureor threat
of extinction- somethingnot unusualin Sunni-

Shiite history. The doctrineallows dissimulation

in the service of self-preservation, practiced by the

faithful.

Theteachingf Jafaral-Sadiq,the sixth Shiite
imam, emphasi® tagiyya as a political tool.
OBefriendbeopleon the surface,and keepyour
grudgesand intentionshidden,Che advised.He
also definedthe relationshipbetweenthe Shiite
and other Muslims: O[B]eingdouble-facedwith
one®own takesone outsidethe boundsof faith,
but with others[with non-Shiites]is a form of
worship.O

The words of Shiite imams are viewed as
havingthe authority of the prophetMuhammad,
and they entail obligations. Tagiyya is one
component of the faith, and the Shiites are
instructedto practiceit until the time the Mahdi
returns.The Mahdi is the figure who, like the
Messiahin Christianity will return and spread
justiceon earth.

Until thatmomentoccurs the Shiite faithful are
obligedto practicetaqgiyyain their dealingswith
otherMuslims,aswell aswith non-Muslims.

Opposingvalue systems

While the policies of the West and of the
InternationalAtomic Enegy Agency (IAEA) are
driven by the conceptof transparencyas a key
doctrine of modernityand modernstates,those
who are negotiatingwith Iran mustquestionthe

extentto which the Shiite regimein Tehranis
driven by the conceptof concealmentThereare
two differentvaluesystemsat work here,making
commongroundexceedinglydifficult to find.

Today the Westmay rightly be obsessedvith
nuclearinstallationsin Iran, or the numberof
centrifugesit has,or evenuranium-enrichmer
levels.

Last month, Iranian officials allowed IAEA
officials to inspecta nuclearfacility nearthe city
of Qom. But they wonOrevealeverything:that
would violate their faith. Shiitesare obliged by
their religiousteachinggo protectboth the faith
andthe communityuntil the returnof the Mahdi.
From Tehran€perspectiveDnuclear@giyyais a
must, becausestrategicnuclearweaponsare the
only meansto protectthe Shiite communityin
thesemoderntimes.

The West mustunderstandhat Iran® nuclear
guile is afunction of regimeinsecuritiesAnd its
insecurityis rootedin reality: Iran feelssqueeze
by the tens of thousnds of US troops who
broughtregimechangeto its west,in Irag, andto
its east,in Afghanistan.

If Wastington wants a breakthrough in its
negotiations with Iran, it should make fewer
threats and more assuanas. Only when the
Iranianregimefeelssafewill it negotiaten good
faith. !

Mamoun Fanciy is the dictor of the Middle East pgram at the International Institute of Strategic Stu
in London.He®alsothe author of the forthcomingbook,OTheShia-SunnDivide andthe ComingMiddle

EasternCold War.O

The Return Of Isradl®@ Existential Dread

By YossiKlein Halevi

Reprintedfrom TheWall StreetJournal (October30,2009)

he postcard from the Home Front
I Command tha recently arrived in my
mailboxlookslike anadfrom the Ministry
of Tourism.A map of Israelis divided by color
into six regions,eachsymbolizedby an upbeat
drawing: a smiling camelin the Negevdesert,a
skierin the Golan Heights.In fact, eachregion
signifiestheamountof time residentswill haveto
seekshelterfrom animpendingmissileattack.If
you live alongthe Gazaborder you have 15
secondafterthe sirensoundsJerusalemitegeta

full three minutes. But as the regions move farther

north, the time drops again, until finglglong the
Lebanese and Syrian borders, the color red
designateDimmediatentry into a shelterOIn
otherwords,if youOraot alreadyinsidea shelter

don®botherlooking for one.

Theinvisible but all-pervasivepresencen that
cheerfulmapof existentialdreadis Iran. If Israel
were to launch a pre-emptive strike againgt
Iranian nuclearfacilities, Tehran§two terrorist
allies on our borders- Hezbollahand Hamas-
would almostcertainly renewattacksagainstthe
Israelihomefront. And Tel Aviv would be hit by
Iranianlong-rangemissiles.

On the other hand, if Israel refrains from
attackinglran andinternationaleffortsto stopits
nuclearizationfail, the resultsalong our border
would likely be even more catastrophic.
Hezbollah and Hamas would be embddened
politically and psychologically The threatof a
nudear attack on Tel Aviv would bemme a
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permanenpart of Israeli reality. This would do
incalculabledamageo Israel®sensenf security

Given thesedreadfuloptions,one might assumt
that the Israeli public would respond with relie
reports that Iran is now considering the
InternationalAtomic Enegy Agency®proposal ti
transfer70% of its known,low-enricheduranium
to Russia for treatment that would seiously
reduceits potentialfor military application.In
fact, Israelis from the right and the left have re
ed with heightenedanxiety OKoshetranium,(
read the mocking headline of Isradifigest daily
YediotAharonot.Mediacommentatorsiotedthat
easingworld pressureon Iran will simply enable
it to cheatmoreeasily If Iranianleadersarepre-
paredto sign an agreementisraelisague, that®
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becausé¢heyknow somethingherestof usdonOt.
In the lastfew years,Israelishavebeenasking
themselves two questions with increasing

urgency: Should we attack Iran if all other options

fail? And can we inflict sufficient damageto
justify theconsequences?

As sanctionsefforts faltered,mostlsraeliscame
to answerthe first questionaffirmatively. A key
momentin coalescingthat resolveoccurredin
December 2006, when the Iranian regime
sponsored an Qnternational Conference to
Review the Global Vision of the Holocaust,Ga
two day meeting of Holocaust deniers. For
Israelis,thateventendedthe debateoverwhether
a nuclearlran could be deterredby the threatof
counteforce. A regime that assembles the
world® crackpotsto deny the mostdocumented
atrocity in history - at the very momentit is
trying to fend off sanctionsand convincethe
internationalcommunityof its sanity- may well
beimmuneto rationalself-interest.

Opinionherehasbeendivided aboutthe ability
of an Israeli strike to significantly delay Iran®

as one leading Israeli security official who has
beeninvolvedin thelranianissuefor manyyears
putit to me, OBchnicalproblemshavetechnical
solutions.Qsraelistend to trust their strategic
plannergo find thosesolutions.

In the pastfew months,Israelis have begun

Turkey, with the U.N.@ denialof Israelright to
defenditself, andwith an unprecedentedse in
violent crime.

But the Iranianthreathasseepednto daily life
as a constant,if barely consciousanxiety It
emepesat unexpecteanomentsasblack humor

asking themselves a new question: Has the Obamaor anincongruousasidein casuakonversationOl

administration€engagemenith Iran effectively
endedthe possibility of a military strike?

Few Israelistook seriouslythe recentcall by
former U.S. National SecurityAdviser Zbigniew
Brzezinskito shootdown Israeli planesif they
take off for Iran. But American attempts to
reassurehe Israeli public of its commitmentto
Israel®securityhavelargely backfired.Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton® recent threat to
Oobliterate@an if it launcheda nuclearattack
againstisraelonly reinforcedlsraelifearsthatthe
U.S.would preferto containa nuclearlran rather
thanpre-emptit militarily.

Onthefaceof it, thisis notMay 1967.Thereis
not the samesenseof impendingcatastrophehat
heldthe Israelipublicin the weeksbeforethe Six

think weOrgoingto attacksoon,G friend saidto
me over Sabbathdinner, aswe talked aboutour
childrengoingoff to thearmyandto India.

Now, with the possibility of a dealwith Iran,
Israelisrealizethat a military confrontationwill
amost certainly be deferred. Still, the threa
remains.

A recentcartoonin the newspapemMaOari
showeda drawingof a sukkah the boothcoverec
with palm branches that Jews build for the aut
festival of TabernaclesA voice from inside the
booth asked, OWthesepalmbrancheprotectus
from Iranianmissiles?0

Israelisstill believein their ability to protect
themselves and manybelievetoo in the divine
protectionthat is said to hover over the fragile

nuclear program. But Israelis have dealt with their~ Day War. Israelisarepreoccupiedvith thefate of
doubts by resurrecting a ph~rase from the coumtryO Gilad Shalit(the kidnappecjsraelisoldierheld by
early yearsEin breira, there®no choice. Besides, = Hamas), with the country@altering relations with

booths. Both are expressionsof faith from a
peoplethat fear they may once againface the
unthinkablealone.!

Mr. Klein Halevi is a seniorfellow at the Adelsoninstitutefor StrategicStudiesat the ShalemCenterin
Jerusalemanda contributingeditor to the New Republic

The 3-Minute Video That May Prove Iran@ Nuclear I ntentions

By YossiMelman
Reprintedrom HaOaetz(Octoberl6, 2009)

IENNA - Thelastplaceyouwould expect
V to hearthe apocalypticsoundtraclkof the
movie OChariot®f FireOwould be Iran.
This 1981 film recountsthe story of a Jewish
British athlete and his teammate, a devout
Christian,who refusesto competeon Sunday his
day of rest. But this soundtrackaccompanies
highly secretvideo, producedby Iraniannuclear
scientists but neverscreenedeforethe general
public - a three-minute film depicting a
computerizedsimulation of the detonationof a
warhead mostlikely a nuclearone. Whetherit
was intentional or merely coincidental, the
nameless Iranian editor decided to use the
soundtrack of the British blockbuster to
accompanyhevideo.
This film was, howevey screenedn February

26, 2008, in the fourth-floor conferenceoom of
Building C at the Vienna headquartersf the
Internationd Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
overlooking the Danubd&he host of the screening
wasFinnishnuclearphysicistOlli Heinonen the
IAEA® deputy director generaland headof its
inspection department, officially called the
Departmentof Safeguardsin attendancewvere
represertatives of the 35 membe staes tha
constitute the granization®board of governors. It
wasoneof the mostimportantmeetingseverheld
by the lAEA.

In the seven years prior to the gahering,
Heinonenvisited Iran manytimesas part of his
inspections on behdf of the agency. Iranian
intelligene agents followed his every move
hopingto catchhim doing somethingthat could
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either embarrasshim or be usedfor blackmail
purposes. They offered him bribes, but the
stern-facedrinnish nuclearscientistnevertook
thebait.

Heinonenevenlaid out his own moneyfor the
clockwith aFarsiinscriptionthatnow adornsone
of thewallsin his office. He foundit in oneof the
warehouse®f the Kalaye Electric Company in
the southernoutskirts of Tehran.The Iranians
were adamant that Kalaye produced only
electronic watches and clocks, although the 1/
discovered that it clandeginely manufactures
centrifuges for uranium enrichment. These
centrifugesarebeingusedtodayin Iran@nucleau
program,both at the uranium-enrichmenfacility
in Natanzandat the recentlydiscoveredplantin
Qom.



The JewishPolitical Chronicle - Winter 2009

A dedicated official, esteemed by agency
colleaguedor his integrity, Heinonenis knownto
opposethe conciliatoryapproacttowardlran that
hasfor yearsbeenthe policy of IAEA director
generaMohamedEIBaradeiwho will beleaving
his postat the endof theyear Heinonenrmanaged
to recruit his bossOagreement to invite the
representatives of the board of governotefber
statesto the briefing on that wintry Viennaday.

calculationgfor weaponizatiorr how to assemble
a nucleardevice - as part of a secretmilitary
nuclearprogramalongsidetheir civilian one.

At the briefing, Heinonentold participantsthat
he and other IAEAfficials had asked the Iranians
for an explanationof the video - specifically
aboutthe warheadjts simulatedreentryinto the
earth®atmospherethe detonationof its nuclear
payloadat analtitude of 600 metersthe ball-like

The purpose: a briefing on the suspected Omilitary mechanismandsoon. However asbefitting their

aspectsOf Iran@nuclearprogram which Tehran
claimsis intendedonly for peacefulpurposes.

The video depicted a room made of stdktehe
centerstooda Perspexmock-up- equippedwith a
flashingredlight - of a ball-shapedombresting
in the metallic, gold-platedcone of a missile
warheadln the mostimportantscenein thefilm,
the compuer simulation shows the launched
warheadeenteringhe atmospherandexploding
600 meters above the eastlsGrfaceAccording to
experts this is the ideal altitude for detonatinga
nuclearbombin orderto generatehe maximum
degreeof destructioron the ground.

At thebriefing, Heinonennotedthatthe type of
warheadrepresentedy the model could fit an
IranianShahalmissile.

Thus,with the soundtraclof OChariotef FireO
in the backgroundthe participantsn Viennahad
theimpressiortheywereviewing a PRmarketing
film producel to advane the sales of some
corporation. Some present thought it was a
training film intendedto demonstratdo senior
Iranianofficials - eithermembersf the country®
political or religiousechelonspr the top brassof
its Revolutionary Guard - th&ehran had reached
anadvancedstagein its nuclearprogram.

In addition to the video, Heinonendisplayed
documentsn Farsi,which he said datedbackto
July 2003-January2004, and which includeda
numberof sketchesBoth the film andsketches
showeda machinethat canproducelight-weight
aluminumwarheads.

Heinonenwasvery cautious emphasizinghere
wasno evidenceproving thatwhatthey hadseen
washecessarilya mock-upof a nuclearwarhead;
it could have been a conventiona one.
Nonethelesshis listenerswere stunned.lt was
clearto mostof themthatit waslikely a nuclear
device.

As one of thosewho was presentexplainedto
HaOaetz Olfit walkslike a duckandtalkslike a
duck, it mustbea duck.Orhatis, onecanassume
the Iranians have conducted research and

usualtactics,the Iraniansdelayedtheir response,
andthenarguedthat the materials- the footage,

photos and sketches - were a total fabrication, pro

ducedby the U.S. CentrallntelligenceAgencyor
Israel® Mossad, or perhapsby both of them
together According to the Iranians,the forgery
wasintendedto framethem,to presentiran asa
countryengagedn developingnuclearweapons,
and thus operating in blatant violation of
internationalconventions.

The IraniansChext move was to admit half-
heartedlythatthe video wasauthentic but thatit
depcted a compuer simuation of a reertry
vehicleof a conventionawarhead nota nuclear
one.

Smuggledout

Three years prior to the Vienna gahering,
reportsleakedto the mediaandalsopublishedoy
HaaretzalreadyclaimedthatIran wasinvolvedin
secretresearctfor weaponizatiorpurposesThe
reportswere basedon secretdocumentghat had
reachedthe IAEA. This data,accordingto the
reports,hadbeenconcealedn alaptopsmuggled

out of Iran, ostensibly by a scientist who had been

apartof his country®nuclearprogram,andwho
handed the computer over to the German
intelligenceservice the BND.

Recently however a newversionof eventshas
surfaced David Albright, a physicistwho serves
as president of the Institute for Science and
International Security (ISIS) iWashington, D.C.,
wrote that the data was smuggled out as
OelectronienediaCandnot via a laptop.A former
IAEA inspector Albright is consideredo have
very good relationswith the agencyaswell as
with Americanintelligence.In recentyears,ISIS
hasbeateventhe mediain publicizingonits Web
site information aboutthe nuclearprogramsof
Iran and Syria. Indeed,Albright wasthe first to
publishaerialphotosof the nuclearsite at Qom.

Albright explainedlast monththatthe scientist

who smuggledout the secretdatawasindeedan
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agentfor Germanintelligence,who suspecte:
Iran® security services had discovered his
espionagectivities. For that reason he gavehis
wife the Oelectronienedia,OGncluding the video,
and instructed her to go Tarkey and hand it ow
to American diplomats there. A short while
afterward,reportedAlbright, the scientist-ager
vanishedwithout a trace: Apparently he was
arrestedby Iranianintelligenceand executedor
treason.

Whenit reachedhe United Statesthe datawas
sentto the SandiaNationalLaboratoriedo verify
whether it was authentic and whether the
simulationof the detonationof a nucleardevice
had in fad, been caried out. Subseqently,
probably in 2005, the information was transmi
in censoredormatto the IAEA. However after
examinationthe organization&expertscould not
determinedefinitively whetherit wasgenuine.

Nonethelessthe data convincedthe IAEAR
boardof governorsthat Iran hadindeedrenegec
on its obligations, and the agencydecidedto
submita reporton the matterto the UN Security
Council.In 2006,thatbodyimposedsanctionson
Iran for breachingts safeguardaigreementand
calleduponit to suspendts uranium-enrichmer
activities. However, because of the internal
disputewithin the IAEA, the Viennabriefingwas
heldonly two yearslater.

Heinonenand his team compiled a 67-page
reportand askedEIBaradeito includeit as an
appendix to one of the IAEA seasonal reports
Iran. Howeveron this issue, EIBaradei gained
upper hand: Convinced that there was no evid
of an Iranian military program, he refusedto
appendheinternalreportandevenaskedthatthe
fact of its very existencebe concealed.

A few weeksago, Haaretzrevealedthe very
existenceof the appendix.However the bitter
truth is that suchinformation cannotchangethe
reality on the ground.Iran continuesto enrich
uraniumwhile claiming that it hasno military
nudear progran. Russia and China insist on
opposing harsh sanctions on Iran. Israeli
spokespersorisavehintedat, or eventhreatenec
a military operation against Iran, but they prefi
be carriedout by the United States.The United
Statesandthe EuropearJnion opposethe useof
force and find themselves isolated in their
attemptsto dealwith Tehranénuclearchallenge
This week, the IAEA said it had no commen
when askedby Haaretzabout the information
presentedt the Viennabriefing. !
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U.S. Top Brass Nuclear Iran Is Existential Threat To | sradl

By Amir Oren
Reprintedrom HaOagtz(November8, 2009)

The chairmanof the U.S. Joint Chiefs of
Staf, Adm. Michael Mullen, said last week
in Washingtonthat a nuclearlran would
posean existentialthreatto Israel.

Mullen saidhe would preferthatthe U.S. work
diplomaticallyto keepthe countryfrom acquiring
nuclearweapons,but hinted that should such
efforts fail, the U.S. air force andnavy could be
putinto actionaswell.

Aheadof DefenseMinister Ehud Barak@visit
to the Pentagorthis week,Israelimilitary sources
saidtheyweresatisfiedwith the progressn talks
with their Americancounterpartover acquiring
F-35fighter jets. Israelwill pay$135million per
jetif it buys25,and$100million if it buys75.

Meanwhile, Washington has retracted its
oppositionto installing Israeli-madesystemson
the jets. However a disagreemenover Israel®
request for complete access to the planesO
computersystemsds yetto beresolved.

At a conferenceat the National PressClub,
Mullen said he hasspenta significantamountof
time with his Israeli counterpart|DF Chief of
Staf GabiAshkenaziandthat Oitévery clearto
methata nuclearweaponin Iran is an existential
threatto Israel,Gaccordingto a transcriptreleased
by his office.

OTherds no doubtin my mind that®hhow the
Israelisfeel,Ghe said, adding, OGiverthat view,
[and] their senseof bothfocusandurgency... it is
up front. It is atthetop of their list.O

Mullen hasheld frequenttalks with Ashkenazi
overthe pasttwo years.The mostrecentwaslast
monthin Normandy France.

Ashkenazihis deputyMaj. Gen.BennyGantz,
and Brig. GenYossi Baidatz (head of the Military

Intelligence research division), met last week with

Adm. JamesStavridis, the commanderf U.S.
European Command (EUCOM) and NATO
supreme allied commander of Europe while

Stavridis visited Israel with severalof his top
officers.

Israel is within EUCOMEarea of responsibilit
but lately ties havegrown tighter betweenlsrael
andU.S. CentralCommand CENTCOM),which
is responsibldor Iran.

Hinting at differencesin perceptionsetweer
theadministrationsn WashingtorandJerusalernr
Mullen said Irannuclear program appears Ot
the No. 1 priority for Israel,and certainlyit® a
very high priority for us.O

Mullen added that a nuclear Iran would
underminethe stability of a regionthatis already
highly unstable, and that he supports U.S.
PresidenBarackObama&view that Othegoal is
to make sure that they donOt get a nuclear we
At the sametime, a strike on Iran, gettinginto a
conflict with Iran, | think would also be incredit
destabilizing.®

Who®Really Running Iran® Green Movement?

By MehdiKhalaji
Reprintedfrom Foreign Policy (November4, 2009)

early six monthsafterthe demonstrations
thatfollowed June€disputedpresidential

election, Iran@ pro-democracy Qyreen
movementO is as strong as eRetlies took place
in downtown Tehrantoday having beenin the
works for monthsthrough Twitter, blogs, and
word of mouth.Iran, it seemsjs on the vergeof
havinga new unified oppositionparty.

But the solidarity on the streets hides wide - and

growing - splitswithin. The ostensibldeadersof
the movement, Mir Hossein Mousavi,
MohammadKhatami, and Mehdi Karroubi, are
former high-ranking officials of the Islamic
Republicwho would likely keepmuchaboutthe

Islamic Revolution in place. Contrast this with the

founderof the Islamic Republic,and advocatea
theocraticpolitical system.Had Mousavicome
into office following the June 12 presidential
election, he would not have challenged the
political order He would havetried to fix the
Islamic Republic®internal and externalcrises
throughslight policy tweaks.Nor would the West
have seenan Oopening®f the sort that some
suggestindeed,Mousavi€rivalry with President
MahmoudAhmadinejadhaslittle to do with the
current regimeoreign policy and far more to do
with internal power struggles,economicpolicy,
and, to someextent, cultural agendasA new
leaderwould not have fundamentallychanged
Iran® position on nuclearpolicy or its regional

young men and women on the streets, and you seerole. Thereasonis simple: Everyonewho ranfor

differenceghat go beyondthe generationalThe
protestersare aiming to bring down the very
systemof which theirleadersarea part.

Despite being lauded as modernizers,
oppostion frontrunner Mousavi and his two
greenmovementcolleaguesare deeplyloyal to
the idealsof AyatollahRouhollahKhomeini, the

presidentconcedeghat foreign-policy decisions
shouldfall to Iran@supremdeader AyatollahAli
Khamenei.

Sohow did suchmoderategndup at the helm
of arevolution?By accidentNoneof the reform
candidatecould have predictedthat, following
the mass vote-rigging during the presidential
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election,a popularmovementwould arise. These
Oleadersiadonly a smallrole bothin organizing
andcreatingthe movementput they were swept
into power by a spontaneousnd improvisec
groundswellThe government had carefully veti
candidateskeepinganyonetoo reformist from
running. So the grass-rootanovementwas left
with a choice betweentwo evils: Mousavi, the
lesserone,andAhmadinejad.

Mousavi reluctantly became the symbolic
leaderof the greenmovementput he, Karroubi,
and Khatami reman aoof. Today§
demonstrationsfor example wereimaginedand
promoted by bloggers and leaders of human r
andwomen®movementgor atleasttwo months
It wasonly lastweek,aftertheseplanswerewell
circulated(and the GrandAyatollahhadwarnec
againstthem), that Mousaviissueda statemen
calling for demonstrationsn Nov. 4.

So today, these three former officials find
themselvesat the helm of a movementwhose
viewsthey do not necessarilyepresentThatgap
- betweenthe greenmovementieadersandthe
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peoplein the streets- is widening. Evenin the
midst of proteststhereis growing discord.For
ingance, Mousavi and Karroubi have both
criticized sloganslike ONoGaza,no Lebanon-

I sacrifice my life for IranO as Oextremist,O despite certainly cognizant of the split; in a recent speech,

their being a widespread feature of current
popularactionin Iran.

But the most fundamental split comes over what

the movementmakesof the Iranian Revolution.
Mousavi and Khatami have reiterated their
desiredgoal of returningto the ideals of late

Ayatollah Khomenei and the original principles of

the Islamic Republic.But thosein the streetsare
consciousof the failure of pastreformsandhave
little hopethatthe Islamic Republic- a systemin

which the supreme leader has the authority to veto

bothlIslamicandnationallaw - canbe saved And
the greenmovementremainsmotivatedby the
notion of human rights and citizenship, both
absentin Iran® Constitution.Hence,the part of
the movement that first began to peacefully
protest againg the vote maripulation in this

summe® election finds itself diametrically
opposed to Ayatollah Khamene and the
RevolutionaryGuardunderhim.

Khatami, a former president himself, is

hetried to distinguishbetweerthoseparticipating
in currentprotestswho rejectthe entire existing
system,and his own followers, who prefer to
work within the political structureof the Islamic
Republicwith aruling jurist aboveall.

But the bulk of the movementagreedesswith
the so-calledleadersand more with the Islamic
Republic®youngthird generationwho form 70
percentof the Iranian populationand make up
most of the demonstratorBhe true leaders of this
movementare students,women, humanrights
activists, and political activistswho havelittle
desireto work in a theocraticregimeor in a
governmenwithin the frameworkof the existing
Constitution. This movementis much broader
than the reform movementof the 1990s,when
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Khatami was president.Then, the number of
peopledemandingreform on the streetsnever
exceeded 50,000. According to Tehran€
conservativanayor MohammadBager Qalibaf,
morethan3 million peopleprotestedn the wake
of this year® Junel12 election.

If youwantto know the unconventionahature
of this movement andwhatthe peoplewho have
bravely takento the streetsreally want - don®
listento Mousavi,Karroubi,andKhatami.

Sincethe true representativesf reform owe
little to them, a successful green movement w
likely pushthemasideanyway

Thisis why it is notonly theregimein Tehran-
but also the reformist Oleaders@ho pretendto
leadthis movement thatfearthe succes®f the
greenmovementDemocracyin Iran will emerge
only through a rupture with the late Ayatollah
Khomeini®ideals and Islamic ideology - conce
to which the accddental leaders of the green
movementrestill loyal. !
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JIHAD AT FORT HOOD

Did the Army Ignore RedFlags BecauseOf Hasan®Religion?

By Mark Thompson
Reprintedfrom Time Magazine(Novemberl0, 2009)

s officials continue to investigae the
Aalleged Fort Hood Killer, it is looking

increasinglylikely thatthe Army missed
severalred flags in Major Nidal Malik Hasan®
behavior Many observerssay it wouldnOtbe
surprisingif suchsignalshadbeenmissed given
that Hasanwas a psychiatristwhom the Army
desperatelyneededto help tend to the mental
woundsof two wars.But at the sametime, some

members of the military are quietly discussing the

more troubling possibility that the Army looked
the other way precisdy because Hasan was
Muslim.

Army officials strongly deny any suggestion
that Hasan€religion resultedin his beinggiven
specialtreatment.But one officer who attended
the Pentagon® medical school with Hasan
disagrees OHewas very vocal about being a
Muslim first and holding Shari©Oaw abovethe
Constitution,Ghis officer recalls.When fellow
studentsasked,OHowcan you be an officer and
hold to the Constitution?,@he officer says,Hasan
would Ogetvisibly upset- sweatyand nervous-
andhad no good answers.(@his medicaldoctor
would speak only anonymously because his
commandersaveorderedhim not to talk about
Hasanhesays.

This officer sayshe was so surprisedwhen

go.OC0The topic of Hasan® presentation, the
officer says,hadbeenapprovedn advanceby the
lieutenantcolonel.

The officer sayshe anda colleaguecomplained
to staff at the UniformedUniversity of the Health
Sciencesn BethesdaMd., but got nowhere:Olt
was a systemicproblem - the samething was
happeningat Walter Reed,(he Army medical
center seveal miles away, where Hasan was
working as a psychiatrist.(The WashingtonPost
reported Tuesday that Hasan gave a similar
presentationat Walter Reedin which he said
Muslims should be released as corscientious
objectorsratherthanforcedinto combatagainst
fellow Muslims) But (political correctnessO
inside the military, the officer assertsjnsulated
Hasan.OPeoplare afraid to comeforward and
challenge somebody® ideology,O he says,
(recause theyOe afraid of getting an equd-
Oopportunitgomplaintthatcanendcareers.O

A retiredfour-starofficer saysthat,on the basis
of the evidencegleanedso far, it was Hasan®
careerthat should have beencut short. OThey
could havegiven him a dishonorabledischarge

and said what he@oing works against good order

and disdpline,O says the general, who also
requestedcainonymity But ratherthanit beinga
matterof giving preferentialtreatmentto Hasan

Hasan gave a talk about Othe war on terror being abecauseof his religion, Omyguessis he fell

war on IslamGhathe askedhe lieutenantcolonel
runningthe coursewhat Hasan€presentatiomad
to do with health care. Ol raisedmy handand
asked,OWhyareyou letting this go on - this has
nothing to do with environmentalhealth.(The
coursedirector said, O10rjust going to let him

throughthe cracks,@he generalsays.
Whetherhe fell throughthe cracksor was cut
slack becauseof concernsabout appearingto
impingeon his religiousfreedomwill be afocus
of the investigationsunderway. OTheArmy was
justundersuchpressurehatthey plannedo send

him to Afghanistan,0 says Lawrence Korb,
Pentagon personnd chief during the Reagan
Administration.But Korb sayshe®perplexedby
reportsthat Hasanreceivedpoor evaluationsand
still got promoted OThatells methe Army didn®
doits job,0he says- thoughhe attributesthat to
the unrelentingdemandto keep mental-healtl
professionds on duty rather than to Hasan®
religion.

But Ralph Peters,a retired Army lieutenan
colonel who now writes military booksand a
newspaper column, contends that Hasael@ion
protected him from punitive action by tAemy, a
view sharedprivately by manyin uniform. While
stressingdthershouldnfbe witch huntsGagains
Muslimsin uniform, PeterdnsistsOthisguy gota
pass because he was a Muslim, despitAthg/
claim that everybody®greenand weOraall the
same.O

Congresss alreadybeginningto look into why
an Army psychiatristwho reportedlyhadto be
counseledhgainstsharinghis antiwarviews with
soldiersback from combatcould have possibly
beenpromotedin May. SenatoldoeLiebermanof
Connecticutchairmanof the HomelandSecurity
Committee,said on Monday that he will hold a
hearing next week to see Qwhether the
governmentmissedwarning signs that should
haveled to [Hasan§} expulsioneforehe killed
13 people on the Texas post last Thursday
Hasan€formerclassmatefor one,sayshewasn€
surprisedto see Hasan©face flash acrosshis
televisionscreenOAfterthe shock, e says,Othe
first thing thatwentthroughmy mind was,Hey; |
remembeeverythingthis guy said.Q

Hard Evidence: Seven Salient Facts About Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan

By ChristopherHitchens
Reprintedfrom Slate.com(Novemberl6, 2009)

he admonitionnot to rushto judgmentor
jump to conclusionsmight soundfair and

prudent enough, perhaps even states

borne in mind that such advice is itself a judgment assumedn any meaningfulway to be relatedto

thatis morethanhalfwayto a conclusion Whatit
plainly implies in the presentcaseis that the

manlike when uttered by the president, as losg itO actionsof Maj. Nidal Malik Hasanshouldnot be
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his Muslim faith.
Perfectsubjectiveknowledgeof the major@
possiblydisorderedmind is not availableto me,



The JewishPolitical Chronicle - Winter 2009

but nor is it availableto the host of damage-
control commentatorand FBI droneswho have
had things mostly their own way so.far order to
demonstrate the absence of a connection,
however the following facts would haveto be
regardedasrelativelyrandomor secondary:

1) Hasanhad beenin direct correspondence
with a notorious preacherof violence, Anwar
al-Awlaki, whoseenthusiasnfor the teachings

and actions of al-Qaida has long been well-known

to researcherandintelligenceagencies.

2) He bought weaponsfor himself well in
advance of a murderous assult on unamed
soldiersawaiting treatmentat a clinic-peopleto
whom, in addition to his responsibilitiesas a
humanbeing, he also owed, as a physician,a
swornduty of care.

3) As he unleashedis volleys, he yelled the
universalcry of jihad, QAllahu akbar'Oor OGods

great!O (The eyewitnesses on this point, originally

doubted areespeciallyconvincingsincesomeof
themdidn®understandhe meaningof thewords
andonly soughtto reproducehemphonetically)
On his businesscard, he describedhimself as
OSOA®r Oslave,6r possibly Osoldieof Allah.O
Neither would be especiallyreassuringin this
context.

4) He had attractedconsiderableattentionby
repeatedlyusing his postgraduatelassesat the
Uniformed ServiceUniversity in BethesdaMd.,
for the purposeof Islamic proselytizing,for a
versionof Islam that, to say the least, did not
overemphasizit asa Oreligiorof peace.O

5) He had, in spoken and written
communications, demonstrated a fascination
with the love of deathandthe conceptof suicide
martyrdom(betterdescribedas suicide murder)
thatis the centralconceptof Bin Ladenism.

6) Though he may have beenupsetby the
harrowingstoriesof returnedsoldiers- asmany
many of us have been, incidentally - his
overwhelmingandreiteratedobjectionto the war
againstthe Talibanin Afghanistan,andal-Qaida
in Irag, is thatit is Oawar on Islam.Qt might be
worth notingthatthis meanghatthe Talibandoes
representslam,whereashe currentgovernments
of Iraq andAfghanistansomehowdo not - a core

belief of the Islamic purists who use the dogma of job to vent extremelynoxious opinions about
takfir to excommunicate such Muslims and render memberof otherfaiths,to saynothingabouthis

them liable, along with many other kind of infidel,

to holy slaughter

7) He seemso havebeenespeciallyobsessed
with the Quranicinjunction that forbids devout
Muslims to makeallianceswith Christiansand
Jews.

The abovelist is not exhaustive put | would
submitthatfive of the sevenitems (the first and
the last four) would have beengroundsto have
had him either put under close surveillanceor
dismissed from the service. Proselytizing in
uniform, for example,is already bannedby a

general ordefTo be Qinclusive,0 the United States

armedforces must excludeor discipline those
who opposeinclusion. This, of course,goesfor
zealotsof all faiths, andit won®do to point out
that it isn€always universally appliedhe Hasan
atrocity makessuchan applicationmore urgent,
notless.

What about the emphasis on Hasan(3
supposedlknife-edgemental stateWell, even
supposingit to have been precarious, it can
hardly havebeenimprovedby immersionin the
rantingsof Anwar al-Awlaki. | do not saythatall
practitioners of woman-hating, anti-Semitic,
sadomasochistic  suicide immolations are
themselvesnsane but | do saythatthe teaching
itself is dementedIn the sameway, | do not say
thatall Muslims areterrorists,but | havenoticed

that an alarmingly high proportion of terrorists are

Muslim. A paranoidor depressiveperson- of
whomwe havemanymillions in our midst- does
not haveto end up screamingreligious slogans
while butchering his fellow creatures But a
paranoidor depressivegpersonwho is in regular
touch with a jihadist Gpiritual leaderO is

presented with a ready-made script that offers him

paradisen exchangdor homicide.
All right, then, wasn6the gallant major also

subject to ill treatment and even abuse? Only up to

a point, whenyou considerthat his parentshad
beengiven refugefrom Palestineand enabledto
build a life here,that he himself had knowingly
joined an all-volunteerarmy, that he had been
promoted(it seemgatherfasterandhigherthan
his true abilities warranted)and allowed on the

adoptedcountry No doubthe camein for a taunt
or two, but if you wantto avoid that, thendon€
express contempt for your fellow soldiers while
uniform. Black Americansusedto be segregatec
Jewishrecruitswere mercilesslyhazed,as were
men or womenwho looked asif they might be
gay Did any of themevercomeup with anactof
massmurderasaresponse®id anyof themever
offer ablackor Jewishor gayideologyin justifi-
cation of it? Would they have earnedsympathy
and understandingf they had?By the time the
mushy @re-post-traumaticO school was done
the story, Maj. Hasanwas not just acquittedof
being a bad Muslim. He was more or less
exonerateaf havingevendoneabaddeed.

This is not at all a matterof the usualstupid
refusalof the FBI andothersecurityservicesto
understand an early warning even when they
detectedone.lt is a directchallengeto the unity
and integrity of the armedserviceswhich have
beenone of our society®principal organsand
engineof ethnicandreligiousintegration A U.S.
soldierwho wondersaboutthe reliability of his,
let alone her, Muslim colleagueis not being
Olslamophobic.(\ phobiais an irrational or
uncontrollablefear) If Maj. Hasanhasmadethis
understandable worry in the ranks more
widespreadhe hasdone his fanatical preache
friend the greatespossibleservice But that®his
fault for doing what he did, and his superides@
for letting him openlyrehearsét for solong, not
minefor pointingit out.

| wrote someyearsago that the three most
salientcharacteristic®f the Muslim death-squa
type were self-righteousnesself-pity, and self-
hatred.Surroundedas he was by fellow shrinks
who were often very distressedy his menacing
manner Maj. Hasanmanagedto personify all
three traits-with the theocraticrhetoric openly
thrown in for good measure-anget be treatec
even now as if the real word for him was troub
Prepardo keepon meetingthosethreesymptoms
again, along with official attempts to oppose tt
only with therapy, if tha. At least the holy
warriorsknow they arecommittingsuicide.!

ChristopherHitchensis a columnistfor Vanity Fair and the RogerS. Mertz mediafellow at the Hoover

Institution.
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The Hole At the Heart Of Our Strategy

By Mark Steyn

Reprintedrom National ReviewOnline (November7, 2009)

bad day for the U.S. military in

Afghanistan,and a greatvictory for the
Taliban.Whenit happensn Texas,in the heartof
the biggest military base in the nation, at a
processingcenterfor soldiers either returning
from or deployingto combatoverseasit is not
merelya Otragedy(@stoo manypeoplecalledit)
but a glimpse of a potentially fatal flaw at the
heart of what we have called, sincel9/the O\&
on TerrorOBrave soldierstrainedto hunt down
andkill America®enemyabroadwerekilled in
the safety and security of home byessence, the

Thirteen deadand 31 woundedwould be a

trains, planting IEDs by the roadsidein Baghdad
or Tikrit. And on the whole weOreeffective at
respondingwith action of our own - taking out
training camps in Afghanistan, rolling up
insugency networksin Fallujah and Ramadi,
interceptingterror plots in London and Toronto
andDearborn.

But weOrescrupulouslynon-judgmentabbout
the ideology that drives a man to fly into a
building or self-detonaten the subway andthus
we have a hole at the heart of our strat¥gy use
rhetoricalconveniencetike OradicalslamCor, if
thatseemsa weebit Islamophobicjust plain old

same enemy - a man who believes in and supports Oradicalextremism.CBut we never make any

everythingthe enemydoes.
And he®a U.S.Army major.

And his superiorofficers and otherauthorities
knewabouthis beliefsbut seemedo think it was

just a bit of harmless multicultural diversity - as if

believingthat OtheMuslims shouldstandup and
fight against the aggressorO (i.e., his fellow
Americansoldiers)andwriting Internetpaeango
the Onoble®@heroism®f suicidebombersand,
indeed, objectivelpupporting the other sida an
activewar is to be regardedasjust somekind of
aternative lifestyle that adds to the general
vibrancyof thebase.

Whenit emeged early on Thursdayafternoon
that the shooterwas Nidal Malik Hasan,there
appearedhortly thereafteron Twitter a flurry of
postswith the striking formulation: OPleaspidge
Major Malik Nadal[sic] by his actionsandnot by
his name.O

Concernedweeterscanrelax: Therewasnever

really any danger of that - and not just in the sense

that the New York Times3 first reporton Major
Hasannevermentionedthe words OMuslimGr
Olslam,®r that ABC@ Martha RaddatzOonly
observationon his namewas that Oasfor the
suspectNadal Hasan,as one officer@ wife told
me, Olwish his namewasSmith.00

What a strangereaction.| supposewhat she

means is that, if his name were Smith, we could all

retreatback into the samecomfortingillusions
that allowed the bureaucracyto advanceNidal

Malik Hasanto major andinto the heartof Fort

Hood while ignoring everythingthat mattered
aboutthe essencef this man.

Since 9/11, we have, as the Twitterers
recommend judged people by their actions -
flying planes into skyscrapers, blowing
themselvesip in Bali nightclubsor LondonTube

efort to delineate the line which separates
OradicalslamOfrom non-radicallslam. Indeed,
we go to great lengths to make it even fuzZied

somewherén thatwoozy blur the pathologieof

a Nidal Malik Hasan incubate. An army

psychiatrist Major HasarnwasanAmerican,born
and raised,who graduatedrom Viriginia Tech
and then received his doctorate from the
Uniformed Services University of the Hedth

Sciencesn Bethesdawhich worksoutto the best
part of half a million dollarsOworth of elite
education But he opposeddmerica®actionsin

the Middle East and Afghenistan, and made
approvingremarksaboutjihadistson American
soil. OYu needto lock it up, Major,Ocautioned
his superiorofficer, Col. Terry Lee.

But he didn®really needto Olockit upQat all.
He could pretty muchsayanythinghe liked, and
if any OredlagsOwereraisedthey were quickly
mothballed Lots of peopleare Oanti-wab©Some
of them are objectively on the other side - &0
say they encourage and support attacks on
Americantroopsand civilians. But not many of
those in that latter category are UASmy majors.
Or so one would hope.Yet why be surprised?
Azad Ali, a manwho approvingly quotessuch
observationsas OIfl sawanAmericanor British
man wearing a soldiei® uniform inside Iraq |
would kill him becausehatis my obligationQs
anadviserto Britain® Crown ProsecutiorService
(the equivalentof the U.S. attorneys)In Toronto
this week, the brave ex-Muslim Nonie Darwish

mentioned en passant that, on flying from the U.S.

to Canadashewasquestionedtlengthaboutthe
purposeof her visit by an apparentlyMuslim
borderofficial. When sherevealedthat shewas
giving a speech about Islamic laine rebuked her:
OV¢ arenot to questionsharia.O

That® the guy manningthe airport-security
desk.

In the NewYork Times Maria Newmantouchec
on HasanéXaith only obliquely: OHewassingle,
according to the records, and he listed no relic
preferenee O Thank goodnes for that, eh? A
neighborin Texassaysthe majorhadOAllahGnd
OanothewordOpinnedup in Arabic on his door.
OAkbar@aybe?0n Thursdaymorningheis said
to have passedout copiesof the Koran to his
neighborsHe shoutedn Arabic ashefired. But
donOworry: As the FBI spokesmamssuredisin
nothingflat, there®no terrorismangle.

That® true, in a very narrow sense:Major
Hasanis nota card-carryingnemberof the Texas
branch of al-Qaeda reporting to a control office
Yemenor Waziristan.If hewere,thingswould be
a lot easier. But the pathologies that drive
al-Qaedaeatwithin Major Hasantoo, andin the
end his Islamic impulsestrumpedhis expensive
Westerneducation,his psychiatrictraining, his
military discipline- his entire Americanidentity.
One might say the sameabout Faleh Hassar
Almaleki of Glendale Ariz., arrestedast week
after fatally running over his OtooWesternized
daughter Noor in the latest American honor
killing. Or thetwo U.S.residents oneAmerican,
one Canadian- arresteda few days earlier for
plotting to fly to Denmarkfor the purposesof
murdering the editor who commissioned the
famous Mohammed cartoons. But Noor
Almaleki® brothershrugsthat®justtheway it is.
OOnehing to one culture doesnfmakesenseto
anotherculture,he says.

Indeed.To infidels, Islamis in a certainsense
unknowable, and most of us are content to lec
at that. The vast mgority of Muslims donC
congpire to kill cartoonists or murder ther
daughteror shootdozenof their fellow soldiers
But Islam inspiresenoughof this behaviorto
makeit a legitimatetopic of analysis.DonOhold
your breath WeOdathertalk aboutanythingelse
- evenin the Army.

What happened to those men and women ai
Hood hada horrible symbolism:Membersof the
besttrained,bestequippedfighting force on the
planetgunneddown by a guy who said a few
goofy thingsno onetook seriously And that®the
problem:Americahasthe besttroopsandfiercest
firepower but no strategy for throttling the
ideology that drivesthe enemy- in Afghanistar
andin Texas.!

Mark Steyna National Reviewcolumnist,is authorof AmericaAlone.
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Medicalizng Mass Murder

By CharlesKrauthammer

Reprintedfrom TheWashingtonPost(Novemberl3, 2009)

hat a surprise-- that someonewho
WshoutsOAIIahuAkbarO(the OGodis
greatO jihadist batle cry) as he is
shootingup a room of Americansoldiersmight
havelslamistmotives.It certainlywasa surprise
to the manstream media, which spent the
weekendafter the Fort Hood massacreplaying
down Nidal Hasan€religiousbeliefs.
Olcringethathe®a Muslim. . . . | think he®
probablyjust a nut case, 3aid Newsweef® Evan
Thomas.Somewere more adamantTime@ Joe
Klein decried Codious attempts by Jewish
extremists . . . to argue that the massacre

But, of course,if the shooteris namedNidal
Hasan,who National Public Radio reportedhad
beentrying to proselytizedoctorsand patients,
thensomethingnustbefound.Presto!Secondary
post-traumatistressdisorder a handyinvention
to allow oneto ignorethe obvious.

And the perfect moral finesse.Medicalizing
massmurder not only exonerateslt turns the
murdererinto avictim, indeeda sympathetione.
After all, secondanfPTSD,for thosewho believe
in it (you wonOt find it in DSM-IV-TR,

psychiatry®Diagnostic and Statistical Manual), is

known as Ocompassiofatigue.OThe poor man-

perpetrated by Nidal Hasan was somehow a direct pushedoverthe edgeby an excesof sensitivity

consequencef his Islamic beliefs.ONhile none
coud match Klein@ peculiar chechez-le-juif
motif, the popular story line was of an Army
psychiatrist driven over the edge by terrible
storieshe hadheardfrom soldiersreturningfrom
Irag andAfghanistan.

Theysufeered.He listened.He snapped.

Really?Whataboutthe doctorsandnursesthe
counselorandphysicaltherapistsaat Walter Reed
Army Medical Centerwho every day hearand
live with the pain andthe suffering of returning

soldiers? How many of them then picked up a gun

andshot51 innocents?

And what aboutcivilian psychiatrists not the
UpperWest Side therapisttreatingWoody Allen
neurotics,but the thousandof doctorsworking

with hospitalized psychotics - who every day hear

not just talesbut cries of the mostexcruciating
anguishof the mostunimaginabldorment?How
manyof thosedoctorscommitmassmurder?

It@ beendecadesincel practicedpsychiatry
Perhapd missedthe epidemic.

Havewe totally lost our moral bearingsNidal
Hasan(allegedly)cold-bloodedlykilled 13 inno-
centpeople.His businessardhadhis name,his
professon, his medica degrees and his
occupationaldentity. U.S. Army? No. OSoAG
Soldier of Allah. In such cases, political
correctnesss not just an abomination.lt@ a
dangerclearandpresent.

Consder the Army® treatment of Hasan®
previous behavior. NPR@ Daniel Zwerdling
intervieweda Hasancolleagueat Walter Reed
abouta hair-raisinggrandroundsthat Hasanhad
apparentlygiven. Grand rounds are the most
seriousacademiceventat a teachinghospital -
attending physicians, residents and students
gatherfor a lectureon aninstructivecasehistory
or therapeutidinding.

IGvebeento dozensof these n fact, | gaveone
myselfon post-traumaticetrogradeamnesia as
you can see,theselecturesare fairly technical.
Not Hasar€ His was an hotlong disquisition on
what he called the Koranic view of military

service,jihad andwar. It includedan allegedly
authoritative elaboration of the punishments
visited uponnonbelievers consignmento hell,
decapitation having hot oil poureddown your
throat. This Oreallyfreakeda lot of doctorsout,C
reportedNPR

Nor was this the only incident. Orhe
psychiatrist,deportedZwerdling, Osaidthat he
wasthe kind of guy who the staff actually stood
aroundin the hallway saying:Do you think he®a
terrorist,or is hejustweird?0

Wasanythingdoneaboutthis potentialdanger’
Of coursenot. Who wants to be accusedof
Islamophobiaand prejudiceagainsta colleague
religion?

One must not speakof suchthings. Not even
now. Not evenafter we know that Hasanwasin
communicationwith a notorious Yemen-base
jihad propagandistAs late as Tuesday The New
York Timeswasrunninga story on how returning
soldiers at Fort Hood had a high level of violer

What does such violence hawe to do with
Hasan?He wasnot a returningsoldier And the
soldierswho returnedhomeandshottheir wives
or fellow soldiersdidnOcry OAllahuAkbarOas
theysqueezedhetrigger.

The delicacy aboutthe religion in question-
condescendingolitically correctanddeadly- is
nothingnew A weekafter thefirst (1993)World
Trade Center attack, the saiMew Yrk Timesran
thefollowing front-pageheadlineaboutthe arrest
of oneMohammedSalamehQJerseity Man Is
Chargedn Bombingof TradeCenterO

Ah yes,thoseJerseymen- soresentfulof New
York, soproneto violence.!

Same Old, Same Old At Fort Hood

By Victor DavisHanson

Reprintedfrom National ReviewOnline (Novemberl2,2009)

aj. Nidal Malik Hasanis accusedof

M murderinglast week 13 people(12 of

whom were soldiers) and wounding

another30 at Fort Hood, Texas.It was not the

first, nor will it be the last, domesticterrorist
incidentsinceSept.11, 2001.

We now seethatauthoritieshad,or shouldhave

had,reasorto be suspiciouof Hasan- including
his contactwith a radical cleric and a bizarre
Omedical@resentatiorhe once gave to Army
doctorsthatfocusedon Islamandthe military.

guestionedis loyalty to America.

Yetno oneacted.

Was, as there appearsto be, a fear amonc
would-be accusers of being charged with

Now, weOre also learning that someone going by politically incorrectbias?

the nameNidal Hasanpostedextremistviews on

That worry hascertainly beenevidentin the

the Internet, and that at least one former classmate postmortemFort Hood analysis.Repeatedijthe
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mediaadvisedus not to rushto judgmentabout

the motivesof Hasanwho, witnessesay yelled

OAllahuAkbar!Obeforehe shotthe unarmed.
Many commentatorsvere more likely to cite

angerattheU.S.

MohammedRezaTaheri-azarran over nine

More than 20 other domestic terrorist plots have studentsat the University of North Carolina.

beenstoppedby law enforcementigenciessince
9/11. On average,in the 98 monthssince the

the stresses of hearing patients discuss two wars inWorld Trade Center and Pentagon attacks,

Afghanistanand Iraq than Hasan€own apparent
extremistbeliefs.

In truth, the Fort Hood murdersfit into a now
familiar patternof radicallslam-inspiredviolence
thatmanifestdtself in two principalways.

First are the formd terrorist plots. Radical
Muslims haveattemptedjn coordinatedashion,
to blow up a bridge, explodea train, assaulta
military base andtopplea high-risebuilding - in
waysal-Qaedaerroristleadersabroadwarnedus
would follow 9/11.

This yearalone,threeterroristplots havebeen
foiled.

Najibullah Zaziwasindictedfor plansto setoff
abombin New York onthe anniversaryf 9/11.

Daniel Patrick Boyd and Hysen Sherifi were
chagedwith conspiringto murderU.S. military
personnehtthe Quantico,Va., military base.

HosamMaher Husein Smadi- a 19-yearold
Jordaniarin the U.S.illegally - wasarrestedafter
being accusedf placing what he thoughtwere
explosiveseara 60-storyoffice towerin Dallas.

In all thesecasesthe plotter (or plotters)either
had ties to terroristsor voiced Islamic-fueled

a radicalllslamic-inspiredterroristplot hasbeen
uncovereceveryfour months.
TherehavealsobeenOlonavolfOmassmurders

in which angry radical Muslims sought to channel
their frustrations and failures into violence against

their perceivedenemieof Islam.

SinceSeptembedl, severalMuslim menhave
run over innocentbystandersor shot random
peopleat or nearmilitary basessynagoguesand
shoppingmalls.

After the initial hysteriadied down, we were
usuallytold thatsuchactswereisolatedincidents,
involving personalOissues@ther than radical
Islamic hatredof the U.S. Yet a few examples
showthatwasnot quite the case.

The just-executed sniper John Allan
Muhammad, who, along with an accomplice,
killed ten, voiced approvalof Osamabin Laden
andradicallslamicviolence.

NaveedAfzal Haq is currently on trial for going
on amurderougampageat the JewishFederation
of GreaterSeattlebuilding. A survivor saidHaq

Officerssaidhetold themafterwardhe wantedto
avengethe deathsof Muslimsworldwide.

OmeedAziz Popalstruck 18 pedestriansvith
his car neara Jewishcenterin SanFrancisco
Witnessessay he said, Olam a terrorist,Cat the
scene.

No doubtin eachcase,expertscould assureus
that there were extenuating persona
circumstances stressesindmentalillnesseghat
betterexplainwhathappened.

Mere mentionthat suchkillers typically voiced
radical Islamic or virulently anti-Semiticthemes
often can eam one chages of Islamaplobia,
racism,or otherilliberal biasesIndeed,l expeci
dozensof angry accusatoryettersin responsdo
this column.

Neverthelessthe facts since 9/11 reveal an
undeniableeality.

Every few monthseither an Islamic-inspirec
terroristplot will be foiled, or a young Muslim
malewill shoot,rundown,or stabsomeonevhile
invoking angerat non-Muslims.

In other words, the attack on Fort Hood
happenedn schedulelt wasthe rule, not the
exceptionAnd somethindike it will occuragain

stated his attack was a Opersonal statement against soon.!

Jews.O

Travesty In New York

By CharlesKrauthammer

Reprintedfrom TheWashingtonPost(November22, 2009)

r late-19th-century anardists, terrorism
F\?vasthe Opropagandaf the deed.@nd the
most successul propaganda-by-deed in
history was 9/11 - not just the mostdestructive,
butthe mostspectaculaandtelegenic.
And now its self-proclaimedarchitect,Khalid
SheikMohammedhasbeengiven by the Obama
administration a civilian trial in Nework. Just as

the memory fades, 9%1has been granted a second

life - and KSM, a second act: (®/11, The
Director(3 Cut,Onarrationby KSM.

Septembedl, 2001 hadto speakfor itself. A
decaddater, the deedwill be givenvoice.KSM
hasgratuitouslybeenpresentedvith the greatest
propagandalatformimaginable- a civilian trial
in the mediacapitalof the world - from which to
proclaimthe glory of jihad andthe criminality of
infidel America.

Sowhy is Attorney GeneralEric Holder doing
this? Ostensibly to demonstrateo the world the
superiority of our systemwherethe rule of law
andthefair trial reign.

Really? What happens if KSM (and his
co-defendants) Odonot get convicted,O asked
SenateJudiciaryCommitteememberHerb Kohl.
OFailurds notanoption,GrepliedHolder

Not an option? DoesnDthe presumptionof
innocenceer, presumehat prosecutoriafailure -
acquittal, hung jury - is an option? By
undermining that presumption, Holder is
undermining the fairness of the trial, the

demonstration of which is the alleged rationale for

putting on this showin thefirst place.

Moreover everyoneknows that whateverthe
outcomeof thetrial, KSM will neverwalk free.
He will spendthe restof his naturallife in US
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custody Which makesthe proceedings farcical
showtrial from the very beginning.

Apart from the fact thatany suchtrial will bea
security nightmare and a terror threat to Néawk
- what better propaganda-by-deeithan blowing
up the entire courtroom,making KSM a martyr
and making the judge, jury and spectatorgnto
freshvictims?- it will endangetJS security

Civilian couts with broad rights of cross-
examinationanddiscoverygive terroristsacces:
to crucial informationaboutintelligencesource:
andmethods.

That® precisely what happened during the €
ian NewYork trial of the 1993Norld Trade Cente
bombersThe prosecutiorwasforcedto turn over
to the defensea list of two hundredunindictec
co-conspiratorsincluding the name Osamabin
Laden. OWthin ten days, a copy of that list
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reachedbin Ladenin Khartoum,Owrote former
Attorney General Michael Mukasehe presiding
judge at that trial, Olettinghim know that his
connectiorto thatcasehadbeendiscovered.O

Finally, there®the moral logic. It& not as if
Holder opposes military commissions on
principle. On the sameday he sentKSM to a
civilian trial in New York, Holder announcede
was sending Abd a-Rahim al-Nashri,
mastermindof the attackon the USS Cole, to a
military tribunal.

By whatlogic? In his congressionalestimony
WednesdayHolder was utterly incoheent in
trying to explain. In his November 13 news
conferencehe seemedo be sayingthatif you
attack a civilian target,as in 9/11, you get a
civilian trial; a military targetlike the Cole, and

you geta military tribunal.
What a perversemoral calculus.Which is the
war crime - an attackon defenselessivilians or

an attack on a military tget such as a warship, an

acceptedact of war which the US itself has
engagedn countlesgimes?

By what possiblemoral reasoningthen, does
KSM, who perpetrateshe obviousandegregious
war crime, receivethe specialprotectionsand
constitutionalnicetiesof a civilian courtroom,
while he who attackeda warshipis relegatedo a
military tribunal?

Moreover theincentiveofferedanyjihadiis as
irresistibleasit is perverseKill asmanycivilians
aspossibleon Americansoil andHolderwill give
you Miranda rights, a lawyer, a propaganda
platform- everythingbut your own blog.

Alternatively, Holder tried to make the case t
he chosea civilian New York trial as a more
likely venue for securing a conviction. An
absurdity: By the time Obamacameto office,
KSM was ready to go before a military
commission,plead guilty and be executed It
Obamawho blockeda processthat would have
yieldedthe swiftestandmostcertainjustice.

Indeed the perfectjustice.Whenevem jihadist
volunteersfor martyrdom,we should grant his
wish. Instead this one, the most murderousand
unrepentant of all, gets to dance and declaim ¢
sceneof his crime.

Holder himselftold The WashingtonPost that
the comingNew York trial will be Othérial of the
centuryO The last such was the trial of 0.J.
Simpson!

Why Fort Hood Really Happened

By Daniel Henninger

Reprintedfrom TheWall StreetJournal(Novemberl2,2009)

he only good newsout of the Fort Hood
massacre is that U.S. electronic

surveillance technology was able to pick up

Major Hasan€phonecallsto an al Qaeda-loving
imamin Yemen.The badnewsis the peopleand
agenciedisteningto Hasandidn®know what to
do aboutit. Otherthannothing.
Nextweek,Sen.JoeLieberman(l., Conn.)will
convenethe HomelandSecurity Committeeto
find out if someonean the Army or FBI dropped
the ball on Hasan At Ford Hood itself, grief has

daughtedescribedvhy he would witnessit:

Olwantto seewhathe mademe see.He forced
us to look at our little girl laying in a dif. | want
to seejusticedone.l wantto seehim takea last
breath.l wantto be ableto describeit to therest
of thefamily.O

Prettyrugged.But thatis whatthey arefeeling
at Fort Hood. Theythink Hasanshouldhavebeen
caught. The reasonwe erect an apparatusof
surveillanceandintelligencein whatsomedon®

want to call the war on terror is to avoid this death

been turning to anger as news of possible dropped andunfathomableyrief.

ballshasemerged.

Earlier in the week at Fort Hood, President
Obamaspokeaboutthe consequencesf doing
nothing.He namedanddescribedeachof the 13
dead. That properly gave individual reality to
what soon will become Othevictims of Fort
Hood.O

This is how it alwaysgoes.For abouta week
aftertheseawful incidents-suclasthe USS Cole
bombingin Yemen(year2000,17 dead)-therest
of usfeel, justalittle, whatthe survivingfamilies
feel. This week, 13 American families are
shatteredforever 1t@ a big deal,the biggestdeal
thereis.

On Tuesdaynight at 9:06 p.m. in Virginia, the
state executedthe Beltway sniper John Allen
Muhammadwho gunneddown 10 in 2002.The
day before the execution,the father of a dead

The nationalgrief won®last.

In our time, nothingwasbiggerthanthe nearly
3,000killed on Septembenl. But anyonewho
got involved with the developmentof public

policy then knows that for the next seven years the

battleneverstoppedoverthe detailsof the Patriot
Act, the ForeignIntelligence SurveillanceAct,
thenGuantanamathenwaterboardingrenditions
andsecretprisonsandall the otherissueghatfor
somecould be summedup in two words: OBush-
Cheneyo

This will never come up in the Lieberman
hearingsnext week, but | think that nonstop
policy battle is why Hasan®overseersiropped
theball.

The most-heard reason for the possible failure is

political correctness. No doubt. But Sen.
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Lieberman€committeeshouldavoid makingthis
its mainline of inquiry, becausehatis a problem
without a policy fix. It minimizes the real
problem.

The problemis confusion.The combatantsat
eachendof the spectrumin thewar overthe war
on terror know exactly what they think abour
surveilling suspectederrorists.But if you arean
intel officer or FBI agenttaskedwith providing
the protection whatareyou supposedo makeof
all this bitter public argument?hatyou makeof
it is thatwhenyou geta judgmentcall, like Maj.
Hasanyou hesitateYou blink.

Now everyonethinksthe call wasobvious.But
it wasn€soobviousbeforethetragedy Not if for
yearsyou havewatcheda countryandits political
classin rancorousonfusionaboutthe enemy the
legal standing of the enemyr the legal status al
scopeof the methodsit wantsto useto fight the
enemy

In war, uncertaintygetsyou killed. It justdid.

Forme Attorney Geneal Michad Mukase
recentlydescribedn thesepagesthe fight over
renewalof the PatriotAct, expiringat year® end.
At issueis OlonewolfO authority-theability to
monitor a tamget not conneted to a temorist
organizationor foreign power suchasZacharias
Moussaouithe 020th®/11 hijacker

Mr. Mukasey noted bills sponsored by
Democratsto narrow the scopeof surveillance
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This led to a debae in our letters between
Mr. Mukaseyand Sen.RussFeingold over the
meaningof OforeigrpowerCandwhethersearch
warrantswereor werenot obtainablen the Olone
wolfOsurveillanceof Moussaoui.

Everyonehasseenthe picturesof inconsolable
grief amid the coffins of Fort Hood. Only one
personcan resolvethe confusionthat let this
happenthe president.

This is the presidentwho told his attorney
generalto decideif the CIA officers who water
boardedKhalid Sheikh Mohammedshould be
held criminally liable.

But two weeksago,Mr. Obamamet 18 coffins
returnedfrom Afghanistan Whateverhe decides
aboutthe Afghan troop deploymentwhat won®

change is that over there or here at home, they will

keeptrying to kill us.
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To give us better odds of protection than we
lastweek, PresidenDbamashoulddo two things:
Call off the CIA investigation.Thencall in the
guyswho didnOmaketheright call on Hasanand
askwhy not. Then,whateversetthe bartoo high,
lower it. His Obase®onOtike it. Sowhat?What
hesawin Texaswasworse.!



The JewishPolitical Chronicle - Winter 2009

ISRAELOSVIIRACLES

Holy Discovery

By PeterGoodspeed
Reprintedfrom National Post(Canada)(October28,2009)

r. Karl Skorecki works on the cutting edge
of molecular science, revolutionizing

medicinethroughgeneticsandthe useof
stemcellsto testanti-cancetherapies.

But as a sideline, the former University of
Toronto professorthasbecomeworld famousfor
applyinggeneticsto genealogyandtransforming
history He has found evidence to support
traditionalclaimsthatmodern-daylewishpriests,
Cohanim,are descendedrom a single common
male ancestor- biblically saidto be Aaron, the
olderbrotherof Moses.

Among the other intriguing findings he has
uncoveredthat40% of AshkenaziJewscantrace
their descentto four OfoundingmothersQvho
lived in Europel,000yearsago,evidencethatall
Jewishcommunitiessharea common paternal
origin in the Near East, and genetic evidence
supportingclaims southernAfrica® Lembatribe
may beAfrica® OBlacklews.O

Oltbeganasa hobby but it took on a life of its
own,ODr. Skoreckisays.OldidnOthink anyone
would really bethatinterested|Oma nephrologist
anda physicianbut IOvealwaysbeeninterestedn
the geneticpredispositioro disease.O

Fifteen years ago, as he attended Shabbat
servicesat his TorontosynagogueDr. Skorecki
sayshis mind wanderedduring the readingof the
Torah.

OA Cohen[Jewish priest] of North African,
Sephardicnon-Ashkanazorigin wascalledup to
readthe Torahandit just got meto thinking what
we havein common,Mesays.

Ol mysdf am also a Cohen, but of receit
European ancestrit struck me as interesting that,
on onehand,our paternalgenealogiehavebeen
geographicallyseparatedor at leasta thousand
years.Yet, on the otherhand,we sharea Biblical
oral tradition of commonmale ancestrydating
backmorethan100generations.O

According to tradition, the status of priest
(Cohen) was conferred @raron and his sons, and
hasbeenpassedn from fatherto soneversince
the Exodusfrom Egypt.

As he sat in his Toronto synagogue, Dr.
Skoreckisays Qlrealizedif thatweretrue, thenit
wasa scientifichypothesighatwastestable.O

He reasonedhe Cohanimshould all have a
common set of gendic makers at a higher
frequencythan the generalJewishpopulation.
After consulting Dr. Michael Hammer, a
geneticistat the University of Arizona and a
pioneerin studyingtheY chromosomethe two
mendevelopedan experimento testhis thesis.

Besides determining maeness, the Y
chromo®me conrsists amost entirely of non-
codingDNA, which is passedrom fatherto son
without recombination. Therefore the gendtic
informationonaY chromosomef a manliving
todayis basicallythe sameasthat of his ancient
male ancestorswith rare mutationsthat occur
alonghereditanylines.

By trackingthoseneutralmutationsor genetic
markersscientistscan comeup with the genetic
signatureof aman®maleancestry

Dr. Skorecki® test found an array of six
commonchromosomamarkersin 97 of the 106
Cohens he tested. Calculations based on
variations of the mutations rooted the men®
sharedancestry106 generationsn the past--
3,300 years ago, or the approximatetime of
Exodus.

He alsodiscoveredhe commonsetof genetic
markers in both Ashkenazi (European) and
Sephadic (North African) Cohens, indicating
they shared the same ancestry before their
communitieswere separatedmore than 1,000
yearsago.

Olt®amazing,®r. Skoreckisays.Oltdlike an
archeological finding. But instead of digging up in
the sandwe dig in contemporanDNA.O

His findings triggereda storm of interestin
Jewishgenealogyand the applicationof DNA
analysisto the studyof history.

The only child of Holocaust survivors, Dr.
Skoreckiwasbornandraisedin Toronto.He took
his medicaldegreeat the University of Toronto,
where he taughtfor 11 yearsbefore moving to
Israelin 1995.

He is now director of the RappaportFamily
Institute for Researchn Medical Sciencesanda
researcheat the Rambam-€&chnionUniversity
Medical Centerin Haifa, Israel®largestmedical
centre. After moving to Israel, Dr. Skoredi
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continuedto dabblein geneticgenealogyanc
conductedstudiesthat suggestthereis genetic
evidenceo supporta commonpaternalorigin for
all Jewishcommunities.

In yet another studypr. Skorecki discovered ¢
unusual genetic signature, thought to have
originatedin CentralAsia, in morethanhalf the
Levitesof Ashkenazidescent.

OTheyseemto be the descendantsf oneman
who lived about 1,000 years ago somewher:
betweerthe Caspiarandthe Black Sea,®e says
OWhethehis ancestorsoriginatedthere or he
migratedfrom the NearEastis unclear We can€
tell. But thatis alsothe time andlocationof the
mythical Khazarkingdom.O

Dr. Skoreckisaysone of the most surprising
disooveries of his genetic andysis of Jewish
genealogyinvolvesclaimsby the Lembatribe of
southerrAfrica to haveJewishorigins.

The Bantu-speakingribe of roughly 70,000.
now mostly Christians,are spreadacrossSouth
Africa, Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe. E
the tribe® oral history claims Jewishancestry
sayingtheir foundingfatherswere Jews,led by a
mannamedOBuba@ho sailedto EastAfrica.

Unlike any of their surroundingneighboursthe
Lembaobservemany Jewishtraditions,suchas
koshetike dietary restrictions and slaughter
practicesmale circumcisionand one holy day a
week.

OMosthistorianswere skeptical,Dr. Skoreck
says.OButhe geneticevidencds oneof the most
surprisingstoriesweOvencountered.

It is not clear whetherthe geneticorigin was
Jewishor Arab or a mixture. But a strikingly high
number of Lemba malesalso carry the same
genetic signature markers.[3korecki discovere
in modern-daylewishCohanim.

More remainsto be done,but Dr. Skoreckiis
convincedgeneticresearchs a powerfultool for
historicalstudy

Olténot perfect. It not physics.But it is not
less reliable than lets say fossil records,
archaeologyliturgy or oral histories, e says.

Olnthelargercontextit addsfurtherinsight.Q
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|sradli Scientists Find Stroke Drug Could Help Cure Cancer

By Ofri llani
Reprintedrom HaOagtz(November5, 2009)

thatcankill cancerousells without harming
healthy ones, paving the way for more
effective cancertreatment.

The findings by researchers at Tel Aviv
University and Sheba Medical Center, Tel
Hashomerwerepublishedin the currentissueof
the international peea-reviewed journd Breast
CancerResearch.

OW actually found the Achilles heel of the

I sraeli scientistshave identified a substance

cancer cell,O said Prof. Malka Cohen-Armon from

Tel Aviv University who headedthe research
team.OAssoonasyou cantargetcancerougells
without killing healthy ones,you can produce
medicationghatwould causea lot lesssuffering
to the patient. We can evengive a much more
aggressive treatment without worrying about
harminghealthytissues.O

The substancddentified by the researchers,
which delayscell proliferation in healthy and
cancerous cells, is a component of a drug
developeda decadeagoto preservenervecells
andpreventthemfrom dying aftera stroke.

But while the drug causeshe rapid deathof

cancercells, healthycells activatea mechanism
that overcomeshe delayin proliferation within
hours, and those cells contnue to proliferate
exactlylike cellsnotexposedo the substance.
Cohen-Armonsaid the drug® effectivenessn
treatingcancercellswasdiscoveredaccidentally
Ol1Omot evena cancerresearche®she said.
OButtwo yearsago an article we publishedon
variousfunctionsin the cell got me interestedn
cancercells.O
Shesaidthe scientistanvolvedin thediscovery
- who includedoctoralstudentAsherCastieland
ProfessorShai Izraeli® researchgroup at the
ShebaCancerResearctCenter- havenQligured
outwhy thedrug affectsthe cellstheway it does.
OVe¢ don®evenfully understandvhy this is
happening but we seecancerousells die and

The experimentasbeencarriedout on female
mice, which wereinjectedwith humancancerou
cells. The substancevasgraduallyreleasedver
two weeks The mice thatweren€treatedwith the
substancalevelopedmalignanttumors- but in
thosethat got the treatmentthe substanceither
prevented or significantly stalled the developn
of thecancerougells.

The experiments did not find any changes ir
behaviorof the micetreatedwith the substance.

Oneof the obstacledo applyingthe discovery
to al forms of cancer is that the medicine
is registered as a patent of an American
pharmaceuticatompany Tel Aviv University®
technologytransfercompany Ramot,hassecurec
a usagepatentenablingit to developthe drugto
treatonly breastcancer

healthy cells overcome this obstacle,O said Cohen- Thefuture developmenbf the drugdependn

Armon. OTheysomehowfind away to proliferate
evenin the presencef the substance.O
Shesaidthe drugwastestedon severatypesof
cancer but so far only the breastcancertests
resultshavebeenpublished.

the goodwill of the Americancompany or on
anothercompanydevelopinga similar substance
OVé really wantto developthis drug, but there
are some completely non-scientificobstacles,
Cohen-Armonsaid. Olhopethe researctdoesnt
fadeawaybecausef that.Q

A Military Can Do WondersFor an Economy
Understandinglsrael®economicmiracle.

Reprintedfrom National ReviewOnline (October28, 2009)

global venturecapitalasthe U.S., 30 timesmore

hy is Israel so economically successful? capitalper capita.lsraelraises2.5 timesasmuch
Dan Senorand Saul Singergo beyond

stereotypesndbeyondthe continuing
Mideastconflict to analyzethis questionin their
new book, Start-upNation: The Story of Israel®
Economic Miracle. Senor, a former Bush-
administation official in Irag, took questons
from National Revew Online® Kathryn Jean
Lopezon whatIsrael®doneright, what standsin
herway, andhow we canlearna little from our
ally.

KATHRYN JEAN LOPEZ: What®so special
aboutlsrael?

DAN SENOR: Israel representghe highest
concentratiorof innovationandentrepreneurship
in the world today:the moststart-upsper capita;
the highest percentage of GDRested in civilian
R&D; morecompanieon NASDAQ thanall of

Europe, Korea, Japan, India, and China combined;

and the biggestdestinationfor global venture

than Europe,80 times morethanIndia, and 350

times morethan China- andthesenumbersare

from 2008,whentheworld wasin the midstof an

economicmeltdown. Israel all but escapedhe

crisis that rippedthrougheconomiesverywhere
else.

LOPEZ: What makes Israel an economic
miracle?What®mostimpressive?

DAN SENOR:The jaw-droppingdataabove
would be impressivefor any country but to
accomplish all this while under a near-total
regionaleconomidboycott,underphysicalattack,
and absorbingmillions of refugeesin a tiny

countrywith noresourcess hardto comprehend.

LOPEZ: What©&the secreif its success?
DAN SENOR: Our bodk dives into many
interactingfactors,but oneof the mostimportant

Israelisreceivein the military. The military is
where many Israelislearnto lead and manage
people, improvise, become misson-oriented,
work in teams,and contributeto their country
They tendto comeout of their yearsof service
(threefor men,two for women)morematureand
directedthantheir peersin othercountries.They
learn Othevalue of five minutes,Gisonegenera
told us. They even learn something more
uniguelylsraeli:to speakup - regardles®f ranks
and hierarchy- if they think thingscanbe done
better

LOPEZ:Wherehaslsraelfallen behind?

DAN SENOR: The non-techportion of the
economyis overconcentratedyverregulatedand
overtaxed,and hasconsequentlyperformedat a
mediocre level. If the conditions that have allo\
the high-tech sector to flourish were applied tc
rest of the economysrael could grow even fast

is the training and battlefield experience that most !f Israelalsowereto addresshe low labor-force-
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participationratesin certaindemographicswe
agreewith Prime Minister Netanyahuthat Israel
could become one of the top terglest economies
in theworld.

LOPEZ: Hasthis beenan ethicalsuccesstory?

DAN SENOR:We believethatthe free-market
systemis progressivelyeliminating the extreme
povertythatwasthe lot of the world throughout
history This process is largely driven by
improvementsn productivity, which arein parta
resultof advancements technology especially
by smadl, saappy start-ups. Also, Israd has
specialized in life-enhancing and life-saving
technologies like medical devices, water
conservationgdesalinationandirrigation, not to
mention the information technology that is
makingthe world smaller The greatthing about

innovation is that, unlike physical resources, ideas
can be shared and duplicated by all without taking

from anyoneelse.

LOPEZ: Is theresomethingparticularly Jewish
aboutlsrael®success?

DAN SENOR: Many people conjecturethat
thereis somethingspecifically Jewishat work.
The notion that Jews are Osmart®as become
deeplyembeddedn the Westernpsyche We saw
this ourselves;when we told peoplewe were
writing a book aboutwhy Israelis soinnovative,
many reactedoy saying,Olt®simple - Jewsare

smart, so i€no surprise that Israel is innovative.O

But pinning Israel@ suaess on a stereotype
obscuresnorethanit reveals.

For startersthe ideaof a unitary Jewishness
whethergeneticor cultural - would seemto have

little applicability to a nation that, though small, is

among the most hetepngeneousin the world.
Israel®tiny populationis madeup of some70
differentnationalities A Jewishrefugeefrom Iraq
andonefrom Polandor Ethiopiadid not sharea
languageeducationculture,or history - at least
not for the two previous millennia. As Irish
economistDavid McWilliams explains,Olsraels
quite the oppositeof a uni-dimensional Jewish
country . . . It is a monotheistianelting pot of a
Diasporathat broughtback with it the culture,
languageand customsof the four cornersof the
earth.0

While a common prayer book and a shared
legacyof persecutiorcountfor somethingjt was

far from clear that this disparate group could form

a functioning country at all, let alone one that
would excel at - of all things - teamworkand
innovation.

Indeed Israel®secretseemdo lie in something
morethanjust thetalentof individuals.Thereare

lots of placeswith talentedpeople,certainlywith
many times the numberof engineerghat Israel
hasto offer. Singaporearstudentsfor example,
lead the world in scienceand mathematicgest
scores Multinationalshavesetup shopin places
like India andIreland,too. OButwe donOsetup
our mission-criticalwork in thosecountries,@n
Americanexecutivefrom eBaytold us. OGoogle,
Cisco,Microsoft, Intel, eBay. . . thelist goeson.
Thebest-kepsecrets thatwe all live anddie by
the work of our Israeli teams. st@uch more than
just outsourcingecall centergto India or settingup
IT servicesin Ireland.What we do in Israelis
unlike whatwe do anywhereelsein theworld.O

LOPEZ: What®the Buffett test?

DAN SENOR:Without spoiling the surprise,
let® just say that WarrenBuffett - the apostleof
risk aversion- boughthis first companyoverseas
in 2006 while Hezbollah€katusharocketswere
landing near the comparsyfctories. This was his
$4 billion acquisition of the manufacturing
companyiscar andthe dealwasbeingclosedin
the midst of the Lebandwar. Buffett didn®blink.
He went throughwith the deal. Evenup against
suchgeopoliticalandsecurityvolatility, he beton
the Israelis,and in the book, we describethe
tes he used to justify tha bet It@ key to
understandingvhy so manyinvestorsand multi-
nationalcompaniegCiscohasboughtninelsraeli

companies and is looking to buy more) are willing

to taketherisk to do businessn Israel.

LOPEZ: Can we have an economic miracle too?

DAN SENOR: Yes! America has untapped
Olsraeli(otentialin the tens of thousandsof
returningveteransvhoseleadershipexperiences
not appreciatedy the Americancorporateworld.

U.S. vets coming out of the lrag and

Afghanistan wars are better prepared than ever for

the businesawvorld, whetherbuilding start-upsor
helpingleadlargercompanieghroughthe current
turbulent period. Yet the capacity of U.S.
corporaterecruitersandexecutiveso makesense

of combat experience and its value in the business

world is limited. As Israeli entrepreneur
Jon Medved explained, most American
businesspeopleimply do notknow how to reada
military rZsumZ.

U.S. military careeradviserAl Chasetold us
thata numberof the vetshe®workedwith have
walked a businessnterviewerthroughall their
leadership experiences from the battlefield,
including casestudiesin high-stakesdecision
making and managemenbf large numbersof
peopleand equipmentin a war zone,and at the
endof it theinterviewerhassaidsomethingalong

the lines of, OThat€ery interesting, but have y
everhadarealjob?0

In Israel, it is the opposte. While Isragli
businessestill look for private-sectoexperience
military serviceprovidesthe critical standardize:
metricfor employers all of whomknow whatit
means to be anfider or to have served in an el
unit. Our book exploreswaysin which the U.S.
might closethe cultural gapbetweerthe busines:
world andthe military communitiesn theU.S.

LOPEZ: Caneconomicmiraclesleadto peace”

DAN SENOR:Israel®economicsuccesshas
beena key componentin convincingthe Arab
world that its existence is permanent in the reg
which is the thresholdincentive for the Arab
world to endits attemptsto destroylsrael. The
momentthe Arab world is readyfor peace the
opportunitiesfor economiccooperatioraregreat,
and Israel could play a pivotal role in helping
regionaleconomiesdvance.

LOPEZ:If Israelis sosmart,why can6it seerr
to fully outsmartts enemies?

DAN SENOR:Well, ontheonehand,you have
to be pretty deft and tenacious to be surrounde
enemieswhoOvédeenat war with you sincethe
dawnof your existenceandstill functionlike the
Israelisdo eachday On the other hand, it is
remarkable that th&rab world has been attacki
Israelincessantlyet hasmanagedo paintisrael
astheaggressor

LOPEZ: CouldIran easilyendall this success’

DAN SENOR:No, butif Iran goesnuclearthe
possibilitiesfor regionalpeaceshrinkto nil, and
this is a greatopportunitylost for Israelandthe
Arabsalike.

LOPEZ: What is the biggest threat facing
Israel?

DAN SENOR:The threatof radical Islamists
backedby anlraniannuclearumbrella,but thisis
athreatthatwould casta pall overglobalsecurity
andprosperity not just Israel.

LOPEZ:Whatmakesyou two economistsll of
asuddenpy theway?

DAN SENOR:Aha, you havediscoveredthat
this is not a book abouteconomics really, but
culture, history, and chutzpah.We cameat this
storywith thetools of policy analysisjnvestmen
experienceandjournalism,andtried to tell it for
non-economistike ourselves.

LOPEZ: I1t® hard not to notice the prominent
Council on ForeignRelationsBook.OWhen did
Israelbuy the Trilateral Commission?

DAN SENOR:YouOlhaveto readthe book to
find out; but weOraot surethat evenwe will be
ableto validatethatconspiracytheory !

KathrynJeanLopezis editor-at-large of NationalReviewOnline
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After a Turbulent Decade What Doeslsrael® Future Hold?

By Dan Ben-David

Reprintedrom HaOastz(Decembe®5, 2009)
any illusions were shatterediuring the
pastdecadelt wasa decadehatbegan
with CampDavid andran head-oninto

a murderousntifada; a decadebeginningwith a

soaring dot-com bubble that crash-landed within a

year;a decadethatAmericabeganasthe world®
only superpowerandwithin lessthantwo years
had national symbolsdestroyedby terrorists;a
decaddn which a small countrydiscoverechow
limited its ability is to defendits towns from

threatsfrom the skiesandits soldiersfrom threats
from below the surface;a decadein which the
superpowediscoveredhatits ability to dealwith

extremelydangerousmallthreatsis limited.

In many respectsthis decadeof illusions was
too closefor comfortto the 1930s.In the national
securityrealm,that®whenthe countdownbegan
for the great cataclysmof the O40sAre the
accumulatingsignsin this realm pointing to an
outcomewith similarly catastrophigotential?

In the socioeconomicealm,memoriedrom the
1930sreceiveda placeof honorduring the past
year- andnot by coincidenceDuring thefirst 12

months of the Great Depression, global output fell

by 13 percent,a figure echoedin the first 12
months of this current crisis. Eventually, as
economists Barry Eichengreen and Kevin H.

OORourksovividly showedin their recentstudy

OATale of Two Depressions,8utputcontinuedto

fall duringthe Depressionandafterthreeyears,
global industrial output was nearly 40 percent
lower thanit hadbeenbeforethe crisis.

The stockmarketwasdown 20 percentby the
endof thefirst yearof the GreatDepressionThis
time, the drop was much greatey approximately
40 percent.In recentmonths,there have been
signsthatthis freefall hasstoppedandtherehave
evenbeensomerelativeincreasesThatsaid, the
overalldeclinein today®global stockmarketsis
identicalto whatit wasat this stageof the Great
Depressionlt is importantto point out that that
crisiscamein a seriesof waves,andwithin three
years the averagevalueof stocksworldwide was
70 percentlower than at the beginningof the
DepressionOne of the greatestpolicy lessons
from the GreatDepressionwas in the areaof
internationatrade.Countriesthatsawa steeprise
in unemploymentadoptedautarkic policies of

closing their borders to imports, with the intention

of protecting their workers - which only
magnifiedthe Depressiorginegativeimpact on
othercountriesTheresultweretradewars,which

substantially reduced world trade and only

worsened an already bad situation. During the first

threeyearsof the Depressionworld tradefell by
about30 percent.

This time, Western economies have been
working together to minimize the recession®
damage with cooperatiorbetweengovernments
and between central banks. Despite this, the
declinein tradethis pastyearwas evensharper
thanit wasduring the GreatDepressionDuring
the Depressios@irst yeay global trade fell by less
than9 percentwhile during the first yearof the
currentcrisis, it wasdown 15 percentDuring the
first half of 2009, the decline halted,and it is
possiblethat we are changingdirection. Israel®
exportstatisticsthis pastmonth point to a sharp
positiveturnaround.

either unemployed,or had droppedout of the
labor force. The percentage of non-employed
Israeli Arab men was almosttwice that. Of the
ultra-Orthodoxmen, more than 70 percentwere
non-employedAmong women, 74 percentof
Arabs and 46 percent of ultra-Orthodox were t
employedcomparedo only athird in the West.
Could such rates of non-employment
characterizéhe majority in afirst-world country?
Could a non-first world, non-Muslim country
survivein this Middle Eastermeighborhood?
And what about the current majority that is
destined to become the minority? Non-
employmentratesof 16.5 percentamongnon-
ultra-OrthodoxJewishmenof primeworking age
may look goodwhen comparedo othergroups
but they are nonetheles®ne-thirdmore thanis

So, we may be at the beginning of an emergence commonin the West.How hasthis happened?

from this severecrisis. If so, hopefully, we will
thenopenour eyesand stoplooking at the past
month,the pastquarter or eventhe pastyear, and
beginto seethe big picture.Whenwe do, we will
seethatit revealsa surprisingperspectiveof the
paceat which Israelis speedingowardits future.
Thatfutureis sitting todayin classroomsWho
is sitting there?What kind of tools is the future
receiving?We needto internalizehow quickly
things changed over only one decade, and
understandheimplications.

Massivenon-employment

Israel® eduation system has four streams:
state, state-religious ultra-Orthodoxand Arab.
Thereare fewer primary schoolstudentsin the
state educationstreamnow than there were a
decade ago. In contrast, the state-religious
primary schoolshaveseena 9 percentincrease
since2000.The numberof childrenin thelsraeli-
Arab strean grew by 35 percent, while the
numberof ultra-Orthodoxchildren grew by 49
percentAll of this transpiredn just onedecade.
About half of all primary schoolstudentsn Israel
already study in either the Israliab or the ultra-
Orthodoxsystems.

And whatis Israel®next generatiorstudying?
Is it receivingthe tools it needsto survivein a
modernandcompetitivemarket?

If these children adopt ther parentsOwork
norms,thenwhatcanlsraellook forwardto in a
numberof years?Lastyear 12.5percentof men
of prime working age (25 to 54) in OEGMestern
countrieswerenon-employedmeaningheywere
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Oneexplanationcanbe found in grade-schoc
curricula as it relatesto core subjects.Recen
studieshavefoundthateducationn coresubjects
affectsan individual® incomeand the country€
standardof living. A new study by the Taub
Centerfor Social Policy Studiesin Israel,which
will appeaiin anupcomingreporton the stateof
the country®society and economy summarize
an entire deade of internaional exams, and
comparesisrael to a fixed list of 25 OECD
countries.

Since 1999, Israd has participated in five
different international exams in mathemadtics,
scienceandreading.In all but oneof the exams
Israel®childrenperformedower thantheir peers
in every singléMestern countryin light of the fac
that since the 1970s, Israeling standards ha
been steadily falling farther and farther behind
leadingWesterncountries theseoutcomesdo not
suggest changein directionis in the offing.

Educationabapswithin Israelwerehigherthan
thosein eachof the 25 OECD countriesduring
every year in the past decade.Since Israel€
economicgapsare alreadyamongthe highestin
theWest, and in view of the fact that the educa
systemis the primary springboardnto the labor
market, how could one expect any future
improvements?

Since1999, Israel®weakeststudentsthosein
thebottomfifth percentile haveperformedworse
thanthe weakeststudentsn everyoneof the 25
OECDcountriespneverysingleexam.lsraelhas
oneof the Westernworld® highestpovertyrates-
and amongits children, one can seewhat the
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future holds.

It is importantto point out that pupilsin ultra-
Orthodox schools,who do not study math or
science at core curriculum levels, do not
participatein the internationalexams.In other
words, Israel®childrenmanagedo garnerthese

problematicachievementsvithout any assistance

from the ultra-Orthodoxsector

During the decadesince 1999, Israel passeca
milestonewhenits future formally partedways
with its past.In the pastdecade former Israeli

destiny We could continue to depend on
politicianswho actasthoughthereis nothingthat
canbe done.We couldignore,or we could pack
our suitcases.

But therearealsootherpossibilities.We could
stoptheincessanbickeringon smallmattersand
start distinguishing between what is truly
importantand what is not. Dreamscannotbe a
substitutefor an operationalplan - andthereis
such a plan. The kind of systemic reforms
requiredin education,employmentandin other

pupils went on to receive more Nobel Prizes in the areasdo not have a chanceof passingin the
sciences per capita than in any other country in the currentelectoralsystem,in which personaland
world. Meanwhile, current pupils, thosein the sectoral incentives far outweigh national
country®top fifth percentile rankedcloseto the concerns.

bottom comparedo the Westernworld in every
single exam (see table). How ironic it is that while the executivebranchis made up of headsof

When instability is inherent in the system; when

receiving such a reminderof Israeli society®
potential, we®e also witnessing the terrible
bungling of the baton® passing between
generations.

Is this our destiny?

We could look at the decade that ends next week

andreturnour headsto the sand.We could look
for false comfort in the delusionthat this is

competingpolitical partieswho view policy asa

zero-sum game - your failure is my success; when

a third of the legislativebranchis servingin the

executive branch, while the other two-thirds do all

they canto bring down the first third; whenthe
fragmentsof partiesrepresentinghe heartof the
Israeli consensudbarely constitutea majority in
the Knesset- then, thereis no otherissuemore
importantfor savingthe country®future thana

comprehensive change in Israel@ system of
government.

| happerto favor a particularsystemthat| have
written about often - a president as chief exect
andMKs all havingto getelectedon a persona
basis to fixed terms of office; a complete
separatiorof powersbetweerbranchesincluding
checksandbalanceghat enablegovernanceand
oversight;cabinetministerswho are chosennot
becausehey headpolitical partiesbut becaus:
they are peoplewho actually know something
about the offices that they head - but this is no
point. Thereis no perfectsystem,andthereare
other possibilities.The point is that we may not
have another opportunity to learn from our
mistakes.

This is a time for real leaders,and there are
some in the Knesst, who understand the
importanceof the hourandwhat their placewill
be in the history of the Jewish people if they d
starttaking careof its home.No onecandoit on
his or herown. But togetheytheycan.Thisis one
of our bestandlastopportunitiesThe decadehat
begins next week must be our reality chedk
decade,otherwiseit could be the countdowr
decade!

Dan Ben-Davidis executivedirector of the Taub Centerfor Social Policy Studiesin Israel and an
economisat Tel Aviv University All opinionsare his alone.
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War Unchecked

An editorialreprintedfrom TheWashingtonPost(Novemberl5, 2009)

Baitullah Mehsud the United Statedaunched
atleast15 missilestrikesin Pakistarthis year
and killed, besides Mr. Mehsud, somewhere

I n order to eliminate the Taliban leader

to rocket fire, from a position inside a schoolyard?

A commissionappointedby the HumanRights
Councilto investigatelsrael®war with Hamasin
Gazalast winter could have set an exampleof

between 200 and 300 people, according to a study serioustreatmentof suchissues.Headedby the

by the New America Foundhtion. At least a
quarterof thosewho diedwerecivilians.

Was that toll Odisproportionate® the threat
posedby a single terrorist and thereforea war
crime?How aboutthe recentNATO bombingof
hijackedfuel tankersin northernAfghanistan,in
which a mix of 80 to 120 Talibanmilitants and
civilians died? Justified strike, accidentor war
crime?

This is the sort of fraught questionthat the
United Nationsandits HumanRightsCouncil,in
theory ought to be focusedon. Asymmetrical
wars, in which terrorists and insurgents
deliberatelymix amongcivilians, arethe story of
the 21stcenturyso far - andthereare no clear
norms for managingthe moral dilemmasthey
pose.Can a drone®tamgeterknowingly expose
civilians to injury if aterroristleaderis in range?
How shoulda civilized army respondwhen its

soldiers are mortared, or its own civilians exposed

respectedouthAfrican jurist RichardGoldstone,
the panel altered the one-sided mandate it
received,so asto examineabusedy both Israel
andHamasduringthe three-weelconflict.

But Israel refused to cooperate - and the
Goldstone commission proceeded to make a
mockery of impartiality with its judgment of facts.
It concluded, on scant evidence, that

Israel®actions were driven by a motivation to
civilians on purposeratherthanto defeatHamas
the paneldodgedthe hardissuesit shouldhave
tackled.It did not seriouslyattemptto balance
civilian dedhs against the threats Israel was
targetingor to understandhe realmotivationsfor
the destructionin areasfrom which rocketswere
launchedat Israelicities.

As it happens/sraelis aheadof most other
nationsin managingtheseissues.In Gazaits
forcesusedthousand®f e-mails,phonecallsand
evennon-lethalexplosivego warncivilians away
from airstriketargetslts army®criminal division

Odisproportionate destruction and violence against is investigatingd5 complaintsof abuses.

civilians were part of a deliberatepolicyOby
Israel. At the sametime it pronounceditself
unableto confirm that Hamashid its fighters
among civilians, used human shields, fired
mortarsandrocketsfrom outsideschools stored
weaponsn mosquesand useda hospitalfor its
headquarters, despite abundant available
evidence.

By pretendingit did not know whetherHamas
employed such tactics and by claiming that

A broadeygovernment-sanctiondddepender
investigationis calledfor: a numberof specific
allegationsin the Goldstonereport, one-sidec
thoughthey are, deservea full answer Not just
Isreel but the United States and many other
nationsoughtto facemore pressurdo justify the
meanshey useto fight insurgentsandterrorists
Sadly the only thing proved by the Goldstone
commission is that the United Nations is
incapableof performingthatservice.!

Comparinglslamic Anti-SemitismTo Nazi GermanyAt Its Worst

By RobertS.Wistrich
Reprintedrom HaOaetz(November3, 2009)

n November 9, 1938, a massive
Onation-wide anti-Jewish pogrom took

placeduring peacetimeacrossthe entire
territory of the Third Reich.

The pretextfor this orgy of violence against
GermanJewswasthe shootingin Paristwo days
earlier of Germandiplomat Ernstvom Rath by
HerschelGrynszpana 17-year-oldPolish-Jewish
refugee.

The state-organized pogrom, instigated by
Hitler and Joseph Goebbels, resuted in the
burning or damagingof more than a thousand
synagogues; the ransacking of about 7,500

deportationof another30,000Jewishmalesto

humiliation swiftly followed. Jewswere bannec

concentration camps in Dachau, Buchenwald, and from public transportfrom frequentingconcerts

Sachsenhausen.

This murderous onslaught against German
Jewry cynically describedby the Nazis as the
ONightof Broken GlassQ(Kristallnacht),was a
major turning point on the road to the Final
Solutionof the so-calledJewishQuestion.

It signified thatthe Nazi regimehadcrossecda
Rubicon and would no longer be deterredby
Westernpublic opinion in its Owaragainstthe
Jews.O

The economicexpropriationof GermanJewry

businesses, the murder of at least 91 Jews, and theits complete social ostracism and public
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theaters, cinemas, commercial centers, beach
usingpublic benches.

Only a fortnight after OCrystaNight,Othe SS
journal, Das Schwarze Korps, -chillingly
prophesied the final end of German Jewry thrc
Gire and swordO ard its imminent complete
annihilation.

Today shockingto relate,the specterof such
apocalypticanti-Semitismhasreturnedto haunt
Europe and other continents, while often
assumingadically newforms.

In the Middle East, it has taken on a
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particularly dangerous, toxic and potentially
genocidalauraof hatred,closely linked to the
Omission®f holy war or jihad againstthe West
andthe Jews.

Islamistanti-Semitismis thoroughlysoakedin
many of the mog inflammaory themes that
initially madepossiblethe atrocitiesof Crystal
Night and its horrific aftermath during the
Holocaust.

For example the pervasiveuseof the Protocols
of the Eldersof Zion with its perennialthemeof
the OJewisltonspiracyfor world domination;@r
the medievalblood-libelimportedto the Muslim
world from Christian Europe; or the vile
stereotypicalmageof the Jewsasa treacherous,
rapaciousandbloodthirstypeopleengagedn a
ceaselss plotting to undemine the world of
Islam.

To thesegrotesqueinventionsone must add

suchmoreup-to-datdibels like Holocaustdenial
which hasbecomea state-sponsoregrojectin
Ahmadinejad€iran andis increasinglypervasive
in the Arab world.

Equally fashionable(and increasinglypopular
in Europe)is the slanderousidentification of

Yet the Westernworld largely turnsa blind eye
to the likely genocidalconsequencesf sucha
cultureof hatred muchasit did 70 yearsago.My
own extensive research into this phenomenon
unfortunately convincedme that the Holocaus
did not truly succeed in neutralizing the scourg

Israel with Nazism or the Oethnic cleansingO of the anti-Semitism.

PalestiniansThis modernizedrersionof inverted
anti-Semitismwhich sails under the mask of
Oanti-Zionism@ndanti-Americanismjs todaya
global phenomenonbut it hasspecialresonance
in the Middle Eastas a resultof the unresolved
OPalestiniaguestion.O

The scaleand extremismof the literatureand
commentary available in Arab or Muslim
newspapergpurnals,magazinescaricaturespn

Islamist websites, on the Middle Eastern radio and

TV news, in documentaries, films, and
educationamaterials,is comparableonly to that
of Nazi Germanyat its worst.

In asinisterandsometimesieviousmanneythe
widespread defamation and demonization of
Israel has in effect revived fantasies of comple
the murderouswork of the Third Reich.This is
especiallypalpablein the caseof Iran. Hence the
anniversary of Crystal Night raises two
fundamentalmoral questionsfor the future of
humancivilization. Are we at all capableof
learningfrom history, andwill the Jewishpeople
once again have to standalonein the face of
concretethreatsto annihilateit? On theanswerto
thesequestionsnuchmaydepend!

Prof. RobertS. Wistrich is the director of The Vidal Sassoorinternational Centerfor the Studyof Anti-
Semitismat the Hebrew University of Jerusalem(http://sicsa.huji.ac.il/)and the author of A Lethal
ObsessionAnti-Semitismfrom Antiquity to the Global Jihad(RandomHouse January 2010).

QuestioningLiberalsOvioral Consistency

By LannyDavis
Reprintedfrom TheHill (Octoberl19,2009)

N
ajje you no shame?Have you no
ency?®hat was the question that
Idaeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahuaskedduring his importantspeechto
the U.N. GeneraAssemblyon Sept.24.

He was referring to the decision of those
memberof the GeneralAssemblywho remained
in their seatswhen Iranian PresidentMahmoud
Ahmadinejadspokethe day before.

O'¢sterdaythe manwho calls the Holocausta
lie spokefrom this podium,Mr. Netanyahtsaid.
OB thosewho refusedto comehereandto those
who left theroomin protest] commendyou. You
stoodup for moral clarity, andyou broughthonor
to your countries.

OButto thosewho gavethis Holocaust-deniea
hearing,| sayon behalfof my people the Jewish
people: Have you no shame? Have you no
decency?0

The questionwas reminiscentof the famous
questionaskedby lawyer JosephWelch of Sen.
JosephMcCarthy on June4, 1954, during the
nationallytelevisedArmy-McCarthyhearings.

It cameat a momentafter Mr. McCarthy had
accused a young lawyer working for.Mvelch of

being associated with a communist-front
ormanization. Mr. Welch, incredulous and
outragedconfrontedMr. McCarthyin the drama
of live televisionin its early days,with a national
audiencegluedto their sets:

OHave you no sense of decesayat long last?
Haveyou left no senseof decency?0

By thosetwo questionsmosthistoriansagree,
Mr. McCarthy®recklessdemagogiccareerwas
effectively over. (He was subsequentlgensured
by the U.S. Senateanddieda yearor solater)

Mr. Netanyatu® two questions, one would
hope, should also have the sameeffect on the
credibility of those nationsthat choseto stay
during Mr. Ahmadinejad®speech,giving, the
Israeli leadersaid, Olegitimacyto a man who
deniesthat the murderof 6 million Jewstook
placeand pledgesto wipe out the Jewishstate.
What a disgracélVhat a mockery of the charter of
the United Nations!O

OPerhapsomeof you think that this manand
his odiousregimethreatenonly the Jews.YouOre
wrong. History hasshownustime andagainthat
what startswith attackson Jewseventuallyends
up engulfingmanyothers.O
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On Friday, the U.N. OHumarRights Council&
as Mr. Netanyahu descibed it, Ca misnaned
institution if there ever was oneO- voted on a
resolutionsupportingdozensof recommendatior
of a one-sided report accusing Israel of war cri
duringits GazainterventionlastJanuary

But the resolutionutterly ignoredthe fact that
the interventionwas an act of self-defenseand,
moreovey failed to mentionHamasrocketsthat
had beenfired and intentionally targetedisraeli
civilians - by definition, awar crime andaterror
ist act.

Also ignored by the so-calledHuman Rights
Council that accusedisrael of war crimeswas
whatMr. Netanyahulescribedasthe Odoublevar
crime of [Hamas]firing on civilians while hiding
behind civiliansO - referring to the established
that Hamashid its rocketlauncherdn mosques
schools hospitalsandapartmenhouses.

The resolutionalsofailed to acknowledgehat,
asthe prime ministerpointedout, Israel Otriecto
minimize casualties by urging Palestinian
civilians to vacatethe targetedareas.O

OV droppedcountlesdliers over their homes
sent thousands of text messages and called
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thousandof cell phonesaskingpeopleto leave.
Neverhasa country goneto suchextraordinary
lengthsto removethe enemyé&Xxivilian population
from harm&way.O

It@ onething for a U.N. entity calling itself a
OHumarRightsCouncil®to includegovernments
that are notoriousserial humanrights violators.
Thathypocrisyhasbeenlong notedandridiculed
by fair-thinking peoplearoundtheworld. But it is
quite anotherwhen peoplewho call themselves
Oliberals®r Oprogressivesid the left sideof the
ideological spectrum are complicit in similar
hypocrisy

Recentpolling datain the U.S. sincelsrael®
Gazainterventionhasshownincreasecegative
attitudestowardlsraelby liberal Democratgand,
converselyincreased support by Republican
conservatives), although the data show
substantiallygreatersupportfrom all Americans,
including liberals and Democratsfor the Israeli
positionsversusthe Palestiniarpositions.

Why are peoplewho call themselvediberals
less supportive of Israel than self-described
conservatives? don®getit. | considermyselfa
proud liberal on al maor issues and have
supportecanindependenPalestiniarstatesincel
was a kid - consistent,of course,with Israel®
security Israel is a parliamentary democraayth
transpaent courts and a vigorous free press,

grantingits women, minorities and gays equal
rights and the samecivil rights for all its Arab

citizens as are enjoyed by Israeli citizens. Not one

Arab country surroundinglsrael can makethat
claim.

So why wouldridiberals support Israel as much

as conservativesjf not more so? So why the
apparendoublestandardon the left, not just on
Israel,but whenit comesto Iran, too?

For example, there were plenty of
demonstrationsuy the left in America and in
WesternEuropewhenlsraelintervenedn Gaza-
but nonewhen, during the previouseight years,
Hamasaimedits terroristrockets,intentionally
killing Israelicivilians. Why?

Thenlsraelunilaterallywithdrew from Gazain
2005, dismantling21 settlementsand uprooting
more than 8,000 Israelis. And the response
from Hamas: to send another 6,000 rockets
intentionally aimed at killing Israeli civilians.
Where was the U.N. and its so-calledHuman

Rights Council? Where was the left demonstrating

for humanrightsin EuropeandtheU.S.?

Therewas... well ... silencefrom mostof the
left. Why?

Liberals have always taken the lead against
nucdear prolif eration. Yet as Iran develops a
nuclearweapon threateninga dangerougycle of
nuclearproliferationin the Middle Eastamong

SunniArab stateswhy isn®the liberal leadershiy
in the U.S. andabroad- the legateef the Obal
the bombOand OnucleafreezeOmovements-
leadingthe call for draconiareconomicsanction:
againstlran until it halts its nuclear-weapor
program,including a world ban on exportingto
Iran the refined oil productson which it heavily
depends?

Historically, liberalismstandsaboveall, for the
core valuesof civil liberties, due process,and
peaceful negotiations and diplomacy - and
uncompromisingoppositionto the immoral acts
of terrorists, whetheral Qaeda,Hezbollahor
Hamas, who justify the intentiond Kkilling of
innocent civilians for some political or theologi
purpose.

No exceptions. Thus, liberals shoud over-
whelmingly demandthat the Palestiniansccep
Israel® minimal requestto bring peace.In Mr.
Netanyahufwords: OVé askthe Palestiniango
finally do what they haverefusedto do for 62
years:SayOyes© a Jewishstate.O

And we liberals must inveg just as much
enegy andgrass-root€ommitmento supporting
our governmentefforts to deter the Iranians
from getting the bomb as enactinga national
healthinsurancesystem.

Declinels a Choice

The NewLiberalism and the End Of AmericanAscendancy

By CharlesKrauthammer
Reprintedfrom TheWeeklyStandad (Octoberl9, 2009)
The weathervanesf conventionalwisdom

are registering another round of angst about

Ameica in dedine. New theories, old
slogans: Imperial overstretch. The Asian
awakeningThe post-Americarworld. Inexorable
forcesbeyondour control bringing the inevitable
humblingof theworld hegemon.

On the other side of this debateare a few -
notably JosefJoffe in a recentessayin Foreign
Affairs - who resistthe currentfashionandinsist
that America remainsthe indispensablepower
They notethat declinistpredictionsare cyclical,
thattherise of China(andperhapdndia) arejust
the currentversionof the Japanpanicof the late

the fear of Chinais overblown. It& basedon
the implausible assumption of indefinite,
uninterrupted growth; ignores accumulating
externalitiedike pollution (which canbeignored
whengrowth startsfrom a very low baseline put
endsup making growth increasingly chokingly
difficult); and overlooks the unavoidable
consequences of the one-child policy, which
guaranteeshat Chinawill getold beforeit gets
rich.

And just asthe rise of Chinais a straight-line
projectionof currenteconomictrends,American
declineis a straight-lineprojectionof the fearful,
pessimistiomood of a countrywar-wearyandin

1980s or of the earlier pessimism best captured by the grip of a severerecession.

Jean-FransoifRevel®How Democracie$erish
The anti-declinistspoint out, for example that

Among these crosscurrents, my thesis is simple:

The questionof whetherAmericais in decline
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cannotbe answered/esor no. Thereis no yesor
no. Both answers are wrong, because the
assumption that somehow there exists some
predeterminednevitabletrajectory the result of
uncontrollableexternalforces,is wrong. Nothing
is inevitable. Nothing is written. For America
today declineis not a condition. Declineis a
choice.Two decadesnto the unipolarworld that
cameaboutwith the fall of the Soviet Union,
Americais in the positionof decidingwhetherto
abdicateor retain its dominance.Decline - or
continuedascendancy is in our hands.

Not that declineis always a choice.Britain®
declineafterWorld War Il wasforetold,asindeec
wasthatof Europe which hadbeenthe dominant
globd force of the precedng certuries. The
civilizational suicide that was the two world we
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and the consequenphysical and psychological
exhaustion, made continued dominance
impossibleanddeclineinevitable.

The corollary to unchosenEuropeancollapse
wasunchoserAmericanascendancyWe - whom
Lincoln once called God® Gimost chosen
people@ did not saveEuropetwice in order to
emepe from the ashes as the wosld6-hegemon.
We went in to defend ourselves and save
civilization. Our dominanceafter World War |
was not sought. Nor was the even more
remarkabledominanceafter the Sovietcollapse.
We arethe rarestof geopoliticalphenomenathe
accidentalhegemonand, given our history of
isolationism and lack of inginctive imperial
ambition, the reluctant hegemon - and nafter a
neardecade of strenuous post-Bxertion, more
reluctantthanever

Which leadsto my secondproposition:Facing
the choiceof whetherto maintainour dominance
or to gradually deliberatelywillingly, andindeed
relievedlygive it up, we arecurrentlyon a course
towardsthe latter. The currentliberal ascendancy
in the United State- controllingthe executiveand
both housesof Congressdominatingthe media
and elite culture - has set us on a coursefor
decline.And this is true for both foreign and
domestic  policies. Indeed, they work
synegistically to ensurethatoutcome.

The currentforeign policy of the United States
is an exercisein contraction.It beginswith the
demolition of the moral foundationof American
dominanceln StrasbourgPresidentObamawas
asked about American exceptiondism. His
answer?0lbelievein Americanexceptionalism,
just as| suspecthatthe Brits believein British
exceptionalismandthe Greeksbelievein Greek
exceptionalism.@terestingresponseBecauséf
everyones exceptionalno oneis.

Indeed,ashe madehis hajj from Strasbougy to
Pragueto Ankarato Istanbulto Cairo andfinally
to the U.N. GeneralAssembly Obamadrew the
picture of an America quite exceptiona -
exceptional in moral culpability and heavy-
handednessxceptionaln guilt for its treatment
of other nations and peoples. With varying
degrees of directness or obliqueress, Obama
indicted his own country for arrogance, for
dismissivenesandderisivenesgtowardEurope),
for maltreatment of natives, for torture, for
Hiroshima, for Guantfnamofor unilateralism,
andfor insufficientrespector the Muslim world.

Quite an indictment, the fundamental
consequencef whichis to effectively undermine
any moral claim thadAmerica might have to world
leadershipaswell asthe moral confidencethat

any nation needs to have in order to justify to itself anda farcerespectively- to enforcenormsand

andto othersits positionof leadershipAccording
to the new dispensationhaving forfeited the
mandateof heavert if it everhadone- a newly

humbledAmerica now seeks a more modest place

amongthe nations,not abovethem.

But that leadsto the question:How doesthis
newworld governitself? How is theinternational
systento function?

Henry Kissingeroncesaidthatthe only way to
achievepeacds throughhegemonyor balanceof
power Well, hegemonyis out. As Obamasaidin

his Generahssembly address, ONo one nation can

or shouldtry to dominateanothernation.((The
Ocan@n that declarationis priceless.)And if
hegemonyis out, so is balanceof power: ONo
balanceof poweramongnationswill hold.O

The president then denounced the idea of
elevatingany group of nationsaboveothers-
which takes care, | supose of the Seaurity
Council,the G-20,andthe Westernalliance.And

maintain stability is absurd.So absurdthat |
suspectit® really just a metaphotfor aworld run
by a kind of multipolar arrangemert not of
nation-states but of groups of states acting thr
multilateralbodies whetherinstitutional(like the
InternationalAtomic Enegy Agency) or ad hoc
(like the P5+1Iran negotiators).

But whateverbizarre form of multilateral or
universal structuresis envisioned for keeping
world order, certainly hegemony - and
specificallyAmericanhegemony is to beretired.
This renunciationof primacyis not entirely new
Liberal internaionalism as practiced by the
centerleft Clinton administrationf the 1990s-
the beginningof the unipolarera- wassomewha
ambivalentaboutAmericanhegemonyalthougr
it did allow Americato be characterizeds Othg
indispensable nation,O to use Madeleine
Albright® phrase.Clintonian center-leftliberal
internationalismdid seekto restrainAmerican

just to make the point unmistakable, he denounced power by tying Gulliver down with a myriad of

Oalignmentsf nationsrootedin the cleavage®f
along-goneCold WarGasmakingOnasensen an
interconnectedavorld. OWhat doesthat say about
NATO? Of our allianceswith Japanand South
Korea?Or evenof the Europearlnion?

This is nonsense. But it is not harmless
nonsenselt® nonsensavith a point. It reflectsa
fundamental view that the only legitimate
authorityin theinternationalsystemis thatwhich
emanatesrom Othecommunityof nationsGasa
whole.Which means, | suppose, acting through i
mostuniversalorganssuchas, againl suppose,
the U.N. andits variousagenciesWhich is why
when Obamasaid that those who doubt Othe
characterand cause®f his own country should
seewhat this new America- the Americaof the
liberal ascendancy had donein the last nine
months, he listed amongtheserestorativeand
relegitimizing initiatives paying up U.N. dues,
renewing actions on various wholly vacuous
universdist declarations and agreements, and
joining suchOrwellianU.N. bodiesasthe Human
RightsCouncil.

Thesegesturesiavenotgoneunnoticedabroad.
The Nobel Committee effused about Obamag)
radical reorientationof U.S. foreign policy. Its
citation awarding him the Nobel PeacePrize
laudedhim for havingOcreated new climateQn
international relations in which Qmultilateral
diplomacyhasregaineda central position, with
emphasion therole thatthe United Nationsand
otherinstitutionscanplay.®

Of course, the idea of the QOnternationa
communityCacting throughthe U.N. - a fiction
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treaties and agreements and international
conventions. That consdous constraining of
America within internaiona bureaucatic and
normativestructuresvasrootedin the notionthat
powercorruptsandthat externalrestraintswould
curb arroganceand overreachingand break a
willful Americato therole of goodinternationa
citizen.

But the liberd internationalisn of today is
different. It is not centetleft, but left-liberal. And
the new left-liberal intemationdism goes far
beyondits earlier Clintonian incarnationin its
distrustof anddistastefor Americandominance
For whatmight be calledthe New Liberalism,the
renunciation of power is rooted not in the fear
we are essentially good but subject to the
corruptionsof power- the old Clintonianview -
but rooted in the conviction that America is
so intrinsically flawed, so inherently and
congenitallysinful thatit cannotbe trustedwith,
anddoesnot merit, the possessionf overarching
world power

For the New Liberalism, it is not just that pov
corrupts. It is thaAmerica itself is corrupt - in tF
sense of being deeply flawed, and with the
historyto proveit. An imperfectunion,thetheme
of Obamag€¥amousPhiladelphiaracespeechhas
beencarriedto andamplifiedin his everymajor
foreign-policy address, particularly those
deliveredon foreign soil. (Not surprisingly since
it earnsgreaterapplauseverthere.)

And becauseave remainso imperfecta nation,
we are in no position to dictate our professe:
valuesto othersaroundthe world. Demonstrator
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areshotin the streetsof Tehranseekingnothing
but freedom,but our presidentholds his tongue
becausehe saysopenly of our own alleged
transgressions towards Iran  (presumably
involvementin the 1953coup).Our shortcomings
aresograve,andour offensesboth domesticand
internationalso serious,that we lack the moral
groundon which to justify hegemony

These fundamental tenets of the New
Liberalism are not just thearJhey have strategic
consajuerces. If we have been illegitimately
playingtherole of world hegemonthenfor usto
regan a legitimate place in the internaional
system we must regan our moral authority.
And recoveringmoral spacemeansrenouncing
ill-gotten or ill-conceivedstrategicspace.

Operationally this manifestsitself in various
kinds of strategicretreat, most particularly in
reversingpolicies stainedby eventhe hint of
Americanunilateralismor exceptionalismThus,
for example,thereis no more OGlobalMar on
TerrorO 1t& not just that the term has been
abolished or that the secretary of homdand
security refers to terrorism as Qman-caused

very bloody success namely usingour Strategic
FrameworkAgreemento turnthenewlraginto a
strategicpartnerandanchorfor U.S.influencein
the mostvolatile areaof theworld. Iraqis a prize
- we candebateendlesslywhetherit wasworth
the cost- of greatstrategicsignificancethat the
administrationseemsto have no intention of
exploiting in its determinationto executea full
andfinal exit.

¥In Honduras,where again becauseof our
alegedly sinful imperial history, we back a
Chzvistacaudillo seekingillegal extensiornof his
presidencywho wasremovedfrom powerby the

legitimate organs of state - from the supreme court

to the nationalcongress for graveconstitutional
violations.

TheNew Liberalismwill protestthatdespiteits
rhetoric, it is not engagingin moral reparations,

but seeking real strategic advantage for the United

Stateson the assumptiorthat the reasornwe have
not gottencooperationfrom, say the Russians,
Iranians,North Koreans,or evenour European
allies on various urgent agendasis American
arroganceunilateralismanddismissivenesg#nd

disasters.O It is that the very idea of our nation and therefore, if we constrict and rebrand and

civilization being engagedin a global mortal
strugglewith jihadismhasbeenretiredaswell.

The operationatonsequencesf thatnew view
arealreadymanifest.In our reversionto pre-9/11
normalcy- the pretenseof pre-9/1L normalcy -
antiterrorismhasrevertedfrom war fighting to
law enforcementHigh-level al Qaedaprisoners,
for examplewill henceforthbe interrogatednot
by the CIA but by the FBI, justasourresponse¢o
the attackon the USS Cole pre-9/1L - an act of
war - wasto sendFBI agentgo Yemen.

The operational consequences of voluntary
contractionarealreadyevident:

¥ Unilateral abrogationof our missile-defense
arrangementwith Polandandthe

¥Czech Republic - a retreat being felt all

through Eastern Europe to Ukraine and Georgia as

a signal of U.S. concessiorof strategicspaceto

Russiain its old sphereof influence.
¥Indecision on Afghanistan - a widey

expressedmbivalenceaboutthe missionand a

serious contemplation of minimalist strategies that

our commander®n the groundhavereportedto
the presidenhaveno chanceof successln short,
a seriouscontemplationof strategicretreatin

Afghanistan (only two months ago it was declared

by the presidento be a Owarof necessityOlith
possiblycatastrophiconsequencefer Pakistan.

¥In Iraq, a determination to end the war
accordingto rigid timetables,with almostno

interest in garnering the fruits of a very costly and

diminish ourselvesdeliberately- try to make
ourselvesequalpartnerswith obviously unequal
powersabroad- we will gain the moral high
groundandrally theworld to our causes.

Well, beinga strategicagumentthe hypothesis

is testable. LesQally up the empirical evidence of

whatnine monthsof self-abasemertasbrought.
With all the bowing and scraping and
apologizingand renouncing,we couldnOeven
sway the International Olympic Committee.
Giventhe humiliationincurredtherein pursuitof
a trinket, it is no surprisehow little our new
internationalposturehasyielded in the coin of
real strategic goods. Unilateral American
concessons and offers of unconditiona
engagemenhhavemovedneitherlran nor Russia

nor North Korea to accommodate us. Nor have the

Arab states- or eventhe powerlessPalestinian
Authority - offered so much as a gestureof

accommodation in response to heavy and

gratuitousAmericanpressureon Israel.Nor have
evenour Europearallies respondedThey have
antedup essentiallynothingin responsedo our

pleasfor moreassistancén Afghanistan.

The very expectationthat theseconcessions
would yield results is puzzlindhus, for example,
the presidentis proposingradical reductionsin
nuclearweaponsand presidedover a Security
Councilmeetingpassinga resolutionwhosegoal
is universalnucleardisarmamentpn the theory
that unlessthe existing nuclearpowersreduce
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their weaponry they can never have the moral
standing to demand that other staes not go
nuclear

But whateverthe merits of unilateralor even
bilateral U.S.-Russiandisarmamentthe notion
thatit will leadto reciprocalgesturesrom the
likes of Iran andNorth Koreais simply childish.
They areseekingthe bombfor reasonof powet
prestige, intimidation, blackmail, and regime
preservationThey don®give a whit aboutthe
level of nucleararmsamongthe greatpowers
Indeed,both Iran andNorth Korealaunchedheir
nuclearweaponsambitionsin the 1980sandthe
1990s- preciselywhen the United Statesand
Russiawereradically reducingtheir arsenals.

This deliberatechoice of strategicretreatsto
engendegoodfeelingis basedon the nasvehope
of exchange®f reciprocalgoodwill with rogue
stateslt comesasno surprise therefore thatthe
theory - as policy - has demonstrably produce
strategic advances. But that will not deter the |
Liberalism because the ultimate purpose of
its foreign policy is to make America less
hegemoniclessarrogantJessdominant.

In a word, it is a foreign policy designedto
produceAmerican decline - to make America
essentiallyone nationamongmany And for that
purpose, its domestic policies are perfectly
complementary

Domesticpolicy, of course,is not designedto
curb our power abroad. But what it lacks in int
it makes up in effect. Decline will be an
unintendedput powerful, side effect of the New
Liberalism®ambition of movingmerica from it
traditional dynamic individualism to the more
equitablebut static model of Europeansocial
democracy

This is not the place to debatethe intrinsic
meritsof the socialdemocratioversusthe Anglo-
Saxonmodel of capitalism.There®muchto be
saidfor the decencyandrelative equity of social
democracy But it comesat a cost: diminishec
social mobility, higher unemployment, less
innovation, less dynamism and creative
destruction)essoveralleconomicgrowth.

This afects the ability to project poweBrowth
providesthe sinewsof dominance- the ability to
maintaina largemilitary establishmentapableof
projectingpowerto all cornersof the earth.The
Europeansrich and developed havealmostno
suchcapacity They madethe choicelong agoto
devotetheir resourceso a vast welfare state
Their expenditure®n defenseareminimal, asare
their consequeninilitary capacitiesTheyrely on
the U.S. Navy for openseasandon the U.S. Air
Forcefor airlift. It& the U.S. Marineswho go
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ashore, not just in battle, but for such global social Septemberthe spaceshuttlewill neverfly again,

servicesastsunamirelief. The United Statescan
do all of this becauseve spendnfinitely moreon
defense - more than the next nine courtries
combined.

Thosearethe conditionstoday But theyarenot
static or permanent. They require constant
renewal. The express agenda of the New
Liberalismis a vastexpansiorof socialservices
massiveinterventionandexpendituresn energy
healthcare,andeducation thatwill necessarily
asin Europe takeawayfrom defensespending.

This shiftin resourcess nothypotheticallt has
dready begun. At a time when hundrads of
billions of dollarsarebeinglavishedon stimulus
and other appropriationsn an endlessarray of
domestic programs, the defense budget is
practicallyfrozen.Almost everyotherdepartment
is expanding,and the DefenseDepartmentis
singledout for making Oharathoices@ forcedto
look eveywhere for cuts, to abandon highly
advancedwveaponssystems,to choosebetween
readiness and research, between tadagg@ncies
andtomorrow®loomingthreats.

Take, for example, missile defense, in which the

United Stateshasa greattechnologicalkedgeand
one perfectly designed to maintdn American
preeminencén a centurythatwill be dominated

by the ballistic missile. Missile defense is actually

being cutThe number of interceptors Alaska to
defendagainsta North Koreanattackhasbeen
reducedandtheairbornelaserprogram(the most
promising technology for a boost-phase
antiballistic missile) hasbeencut back - at the
sametime that the federaleducationbudgethas
beenincreased 00 percentn oneyear

This preferenceor socialgoodsover security
needss not just evidentin budgetaryallocations
and priorities. It is seen,for example,in the
liberal preferencefor environmentalgoods.By
prohibiting the drilling of offshore and Arctic
depositsthe United Statess voluntarily denying
itself accessto vastamountsof oil that would
relievedependencyn - andhelp curbthe wealth
and power of - variouspetro-dollarchallengers,
from Iran to Venezuelao RussiaAgain, we can
amgue whetherthe environmentversussecurity

trade-of is warranted. But there is no denying that

thereis a trade-off.

Nor arethesethe only trade-ofs. Primacyin
space - a galvanizing symbol of American
greatness, so deeply understood and openly

championed by John Kennedy - is gradually being

relinquishedIn the currentreconsideratiorf all
thingsBush,theideaof returningto the moonin
the next decadeis being jettisoned.After next

and its replacements being reconsiderecand

delayed.Thatwill leavethe United Statestotally

incapable of returning even to nezarth orbit, let
aloneto themoon.Insteadfor yearsto come,we

shall be entirely dependenbn the Russianspr

perhapsventuallyeventhe Chinese.

Of symbolicbut alsomoreconcretémportance
is the statusof the dollar. The socialdemocratic
vision neassaily involves huge increases in
domestic expenditures, mog immediately for
expandedhealthcare.The planscurrently under
consideratiorwill costin the rangeof $1 trillion.
And oncethe budgetgimmicks are discounted

(such as promises of $500 billion cuts in Medicare

whichwill nevereventuate)thatmeanshundreds
of billions of dollars added to the monstrous
budgetarydeficits that the CongressionaBudget
Office projectsconservativelyat $7 trillion over
thenextdecade.

The efect on the dollar is already being felt and

could ultimately lead to a catastrophiccollapse
and/or hyperinflation. Having control of the
world® reserve currency is an irreplaceable
nationalasset.Yet with every new and growing
estimateof the explosionof the national debt,
thereare more voicescalling for replacemenbf
the dollar as the world currency - not just
adversaies like Rusda and China, Iran and
Venezuelawhich onewould expect,but just last
monththe headof the World Bank.

There is no free lunch. Social democracy and its

attendangoodsmay be highly desirablebutthey
havetheir price - a price thatwill be exactedon
the dollar, on our primacy in space,on missile
defensepn enegy security and on our military
capacitiesandfuture powerprojection.

But, of course, if one@oreign policy is to reject
the very notion of internationalprimacy in the
first place,a domesticagendahattakesawaythe
resourcedo maintainsuchprimacyis perfectly
complementarylndeed,the two are synergistic.
Renundation of primag/ abroad provides the
addedresourcedor more socialgoodsat home.
To put it in the languageof the 1990s, the
expandeddomesticagendais fed by a peace

dividend - except that in the absence of peace, it is

aretreatdividend.
And there®the rub. For the Europeanghere

really is a peace dividend, because we provide the

peaceThey canafford socialdemocracywithout
the capacityto defendthemselvesecausehey
canalwaysdependon the United States.

So why not us as well? Because what for Europe

is decaderce - dedine, in both comfort ard
relativesafety- is for usmeredenial.Europecan
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eat,drink, andbe merryfor Americaprotectsher
But for America it®different. If we choose the li
of easewho standsgguardfor us?

The temptationto abdicatehas always beer
strongin America.Our interventionistraditionis
recent.Our isolationisttradition goesfar deeper
Nor is it restricted to the American left.
Historically, of course,it waschampionedy the
Americanright until the Vandenbey conversion
And it remainsa bipartisaninstinct.

When the era of maximum dominance bega
yearsago- whento generalsurprisea unipolar
world emerged rather than a post-Cold War
multipolar one - there was hesitation about
acceptingthe mantle.And it wasn®just amonc
liberals.In the fall of 1990, JeaneKirkpatrick, -
heroinein the struggleto defeatthe SovietUnion,
argued that, after a half-century of exertion
fighting fascism,Nazism,and communism Qitis
time to give up the dubious benefits of
superpowestatus,@me to give up the Ounusuz
burdens®f the past and Oreturnto Onormal
times.ONo morebalancingpowerin Europeor in
Asia. We shouldaspireinsteadto be Oanormal
countryin anormaltime.O

That call to retreatwas rejectedby most of
American conservatism(as Pat Buchananhas
amplydemonstrateddy his very marginality).But
it did find some resonance in mainstream
liberalism. At first, however, only some
resonance. As noted earlier, the libera
internationalism of the 1990s, the center-left
Clintonian version, was reluctant to fully embr.
Americanhegemonyanddid try to rein it in by
creating external restraints. Nonetheless in
practice, it did boldly intervene in the Balkan w
(without the sanctionof the Security Council,
mind you) and openly accepted a kind of
intermediatestatusas Othéndispensabl@ation.C

Not today Theascendaniew Liberalismgoes
much further, actively seeking to subsume
America within the internationalcommunity -
inter pares not evenprimus - and to enacta
domesticsocialagendao suit.

Sowhy not?Why not chooseeaseandbaskin
the adulation of the world as we serially renou
withdraw; andconcede?

Becausewhile globalizationhasproducedin
sometheillusion thathumannaturehaschanged
it has not. The internationalarenaremainsa
Hobbesianstate of naturein which countries
naturally strive for power. If we voluntarily
renounce much of ours, others will not follow s
They will fill the vacuum. Inevitablyan inversiot
of powerrelationswill occur

Do we really want to live under unknown,
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untested shifting multipolarity? Or evenworse,
under the gauzy internationalismof the New
Liberalism with its magically self-enforcing
norms?This is sometimes passed a§ Orealism.O

In fact, it is the worst of utopianisms, a fiction that

can lead only to chaos.Indeed,in an age on
the threshold of hyper-proliferation, it is a
prescriptionfor catastrophe.

Heavy are the burdens of the hegen#dter the
blood and treasureexpendedin the post-9/1
wars,Americais quite readyto easeits burden
with a gentledescentnto abdicationanddecline.

Decline is a choice. More than a choice, a
temptation How to resistit?

First, acceptour role as hegemonAnd reject
thosewho denyits essentiabenignity Thereis a
reasonthat we arethe only hegemonin modern
history to have not immediately catalyzedthe
creationof a massivecounter-hegemonialliance
- asoccurred,for example,againstNapoleonic
Franceand Nazi Germany Thereis a reasonso
manycountriesof the PacificRim andthe Middle
East and Easten Europe and Latin Amerlica
welcomeour presences balancerof powerand
guarantorof their freedom.

And thatreasonis simple:We areasbenigna
hegemorastheworld haseverseen.

So,resistanceo declinebeginswith moralself-
confidenceandwill. But maintainingdominance
is a matter not just of will but of wallétve are not
inherentlyin economicdecline.We havethe most
dynamic, innovative, technologdcally advanced
economyin the world. We enjoy the highest
productivity It is truethatin the naturalandoften
painful global division of labor wrought by
globalization,lessskilled endeavordike factory
work migrate abroad,but America more than
compensates by pioneering the newer
technologiesand industriesof the information
age.

There are, of coursg mgor threats to the
American economy. But there is nothing
inevitableand inexorableaboutthem. Take, for
example the threatto the dollar (asthe world®
reservecurrency)that comesfrom our massive
trade deficits. Here again, the China threatis
vastlyexaggeratedn fact, fully two-thirdsof our
tradeimbalancecomesfrom importedoil. Thisis
not a fixed fact of lifeWe have a choicéVe have
it in our power, for exampleto reverseheabsurd

de facto 30-year ban on new nuclear power plants.

We haveit in our powerto releasehugedomestic
petroleum reserves by dropping the ban on
offshoreandArctic drilling. We haveit in our

powerto institutea seriousgasolinetax (refundec
immediatelythrougha payroll tax reduction)to
curbconsumptiorandinduceconservation.

Nothing is written. Nothing is predeterminec
We can reverse the slide, we can undo depent
if wewill it.

The otherloomingthreatto our economy- and
to the dollar - comes from our fiscal deficithey
arenot out of our control. Thereis no reasonwe
should be structurally perpetuatinghe massive
deficits incurred as temporary crisis measure
during the financial panic of 2008.A crisisis a
terrible thing to exploit whenit is takenby the
New Liberalism as a mandate for massive
expansionof the state and of national debt -
threateningthe dollar, the entire economy and
consequentlypur superpowestatusabroad.

Therearethingsto be done.Resistretreatasa
matterof strategyandprinciple.And providethe
meango continueour dominantrole in theworld
by keepingour economichousein order And
finally, we canfollow the adviceof Demosthene
when asked what was to be done about the de
of Athens. His reply? Ol will give what | believe
the fairestand truestanswer:DonOtlo what you
aredoing now.O!

CharlesKrauthammeris a syndicatedcolumnistand contributing editor to The Weekly StandardThis
essayis adaptedfrom his 2009 Wriston Lecture delivered for the Manhattaninstitutefor Policy Reseatch

in NewYork on October5.

Why Are JewsLiberals: A Symposium

By JeffJacoby
Reprintedfrom Commentay (Septembe2009)

ike Norman Podhoretz, | am often asked by Humphrey the Democratic presidential candidate.

L non-Jewishconservativesvhy American
Jewscling so tenaciouslyto the Left and
vote soconsistentlyfor Democratsandlike him |
believethe answerto thatquestionis theological:
liberalismhassupersededudaismasthereligion
of mostAmericanJews.

Unlike Podhoretzhowever | cannotpersonally
remembera time when this ardentliberalism
seemed sensibleresponsd¢o AmericanJewish
life. Nor did | takeit in with my mothe® milk.
One of my earliest political memaies is of
accompanyingmy father to the polls early on
ElectionDay in Novemberl968. It wasthe first
time | hadseenthe inside of a voting booth,and
my father let me pull the lever for Hubert

When| describedhis adventureo my mother
after returninghome,shetold me that shewould
be going laterthatday to casther own vote - for
Richard Nixon. At a young age, therefore, |
absorbedhe lessonthat Jewsneednot vote in
lockstepandthatvoting for a Republicanwasas
normalasvoting for aDemocrat.

staunchest defenders tend to be resolute
conservatives. No matter that Republicans su
the Jewish state by far larger margins than
Democrats do. No matter that on a host of iss
homosexualityabortion, capital punishment,
racial preferencespublic prayer- the ObrahQof
contemporaryiberalism, as Podhoretzcalls it,
divergessharplyfrom the Torah of JudaismAs

MostAmerican Jews, on the other hand, seem to Why Are Jews Liberals? convincingly and
have learned from an early age that to be Jewish is depressngly ~demonstrates, the loyalty of

to be a liberal Democrat,no matterwhat. No
matterthat anti-Semitismtoday makesits home

primarily on the Left, while in most quarters of the

Right, hostility toward Jews has been
anathematized. No matter that Israel® worst
enemies congregate with leftists, while its
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AmericanJewsto the Left hasbeenunaffectedoy
thefailure of the Left to reciprocatehatloyalty.
The Jewishpredilectionfor ill-advisedpolitical
choicesisn®new The Bible describegheyearn
ing of the ancientlsraelitesfor a king and God€
warning that monarchy would bring them
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despotismand misery Appoint a king, God has
the prophetSamueltell the people,and he will
seizeyour sonsand daughtersyour fields and
vineyards:OHeuwill takea tenth of your flocks,
and you yourselveswill becomehis servants.
Thenyouwill cry outin thatdaybecausef your

king whom you have chosen, but the Lord will not

answeryouin thatday. O

His warning fell on deaf ears: ONevertheless, the

peoplerefusedto listen to the voice of Samuel,
andthey said, ONoput thereshallbe a king over
us, thatwe alsomaybelike all the nations.00
The longing to Obelike all the nationsGs a
recurring motif in Jewish historydaal worshipers
in the time of the prophets JudearHellenistsin
the Chanukahstory, 19th-centuryassimilationist
maskilim Jewishsocialistsenthralledby Marx®
classles®Jtopia, modernpost-Zionistsn questof
a non-Jewishisrael- down throughthe ages,in
one way or arothe, innumegable Jews have
fought or fled from Jewish QothernessO and
embracedvaysof life or beliefsthatpromisedto
makethemlessdistinctive.Giventhe cruelty and

violence to which Jews were so often subjected, it

is not
suprising that many would seek to shel or
neutralizetheir Jewishness.

Even in America, a haven of security and
prosperity without parallel in the long Jewish
Diaspora,manyJewswantednothingto do with
the old Jewishidentity. Therearestories,perhaps
apocryphalpf Jewishmenthrowing their tefillin
into the ocean as the ship bringing them to
Americacamewithin sightof New York Harbot
OBecaustefillin were somethingfor the Old
World,O explains a chaacter in Dara Horn®
acclaimed2002novel, In the Image,Oandherein
the New World, they didn®needthemanymore.O

Apocryphalor not, thereis no disputing that
countless Europen Jewish immigrants to the

Americans).

Suchdataled JonatharSacks,Britain® chief
rabbi, to quote a commentmade by the late
hasidic troubadbur Shlomo Carlebach after a
lifetime of visiting American campusesOl ask
studentswhat they are. If someonegetsup and
says,|Oma Catholic,| know that®a Catholic.If
someonesays,|Oma Protestant] know that® a

Protestant. If someone gets up and says, I0Om just gacifism and appeasement and

humanbeing,| know that®a JewO
OJust-a-human-beingjBeralism, secularand

universalist thereis the deadendinto which the

flight from Jewishseparatenedsasled so many

American JewsTo call it a dead end is not to deny

its allure. Much of liberalism® appeallay in
making Jewsfeel goodaboutthemselvessecure
in the convictionthat they were part of a broad
and enlightenedl mainsteam. Liberalism freed
them from the chage of parochialself-interest
that had so often beenleveled againstJews. It
replacedthe ancient,sometimedifficult burden
of chosenness the Jewishmissionto live by
God® law and bring the world to ethical
monotheism with a more palatableand popular
commitmentto equality tolerance,and Osocial
justice.O

To be sure, loyalty to the Democraticparty
came naturaly to Jews, with ther inherited
memoriesof a Europein which emancipatiorhad
beena projectof the Left andwherereactionary
anti-Semites had (uswally) attacked from the
Right. As NormanPodhoretawrites, that loyalty
understandablyntensifiedduring World War I,

when the most lethal enemy in Jewish history was

ultimately destroyedby an alliance led by a
liberal DemocrathamedFranklinRoosevelt.

But libera Democrats no longe lead sud
alliancesandtheyheatedlyopposethosewho do.
The Soviet Union was defeatednot by Jimmy
Carter who urged his countrymento shedtheir

goldene medina-the Ogolden landO-took advantageDinordinatdéear of Communism,®ut by Ronald

of their new circumstances to casttbie old faith.
Or their childrendid. Or their grandchildrenAs a
result, Jews today are the least religious
communityin the United StatesAccordingto the
Pew Forumon Religion & Public Life, only 16
percentof Jewsattendreligious servicesat least
once a week, compared with 39 percent of
Americansgenerally Just31 percentsayreligion

Reaganwho labeledthe USSRan OevilempireO
andwasdenouncedy the Left asa warmonger
Bill Clinton signedthe Iraq LiberationAct, but it
was George W. Bush who carried out that
liberationin the faceof scathingliberal hostility.
Republicansconstitutethe party that seesthe
current conflict againstglobal jihadists as the
dedsive struggk of our time, while the few

Senator Joseph Lieberman can testify - are
scornedoy their party®liberal base.

FDR andHarry Trumanare long gone,and so
too is the muscularDemocraticliberalism that
defeatedAdolf Hitler andbroughtthe Holocaus
to an endTo deal with the would-be Hitlers of o
era-MahmoudAhmadinejadand the Jew-hatin¢
mullahs in Iran - today® Democats counsé
endless
negotiation.Thesedaysit is the Right that calls
for stronganddecisiveactionagainsthe enemie:
of the free world. Todaythe beleagueredewist
state©most unshakable American allies are
RepublicanandconservativeYet AmericanJews
reman what they have been for so long:
unshakablyDemocraticandliberal.

This liberalismisnOtational.It isn®sensiblelt
certainlyisn®goodfor the Jews.

But it is, as religions often are, deeply
reassuring.

It is reassuring for liberal Jews to believe tha
peopleare fundamentallydecentandreasonable
and that all disputes can be sdtled through
compromiseand conciliation. It is reassuringo
believein aworld in which nothingis eversolved
by war, sothatmilitary force is unnecessargnd
expensiveweaponssystemsare wasteful. It is
reassuringto believe that Americais a seculai
nation,that God andreligion haveno placein the
public square,and that no debt of gratitudeis
owed to the Christians who created the
extraordinarysociety in which American Jews
havethrived. It is reassuringo believethatcrime
is causedby guns,that academias the seatof
wisdom, and that humanity®biggestproblemis
global warming. It is reassuringo believethat
compassiortanbe achievedoy passingthe right
laws and that big government can create
prosperity It is reassuringo believethat tikkun
olam - healingthe world - is a synonymfor the
liberal agendaandthat the liberal agendaflows
directly from the teachingsof Judaism.

Above all, it is reassuringo believethat Jews
are no different from anyone else, that they art
calledto a uniquerole in humanevents,andthat
the best way to be a good Jew is to be a
conscientious citizen of the worldo be liberal, ir
short, is to be Olike all the nations.Olt is a
seductiveand comforting belief, and American

is Overy importantO in their lives (vs. 56 percent of Democrats who express that view - as Connecticut jewsarefar from thefirst to embracet. !
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WhenPro-Israel Is Not Very Pro-Israel: Meetthe J StreetGang

By Michael Goldfarb

Reprintedfrom TheWeeklyStandad (November9, 2009)

hat would you cal a group that
Wopposessanctionson Iran, questions
Israel®right to defend itself from
terroristgroupsfiring rocketsfrom Gaza,seekgo
pressurelsrael into making major concessions
without regard to the views of the elected
governmentin Jerusalemand supportsa U.N.-
commissioned report accusing Israel of
committing war crimes in the course of
self-defense?That group is J Street,the new
advocacyorganizatiorthatcallsitself Opro-Israel,
pro-peace.O
J Streetheldits inauguralconferencdastweek.
But alot of the fanfarecamethe weekbeforethe
event,when 13 membersof Congresswithdrew
their support. The namesof 160 senatorsand
representativeappearean thelist of conference

J Street@ positions might Ompair Israel@
interests.®Vhile the Israeligovernmenteclined
to send a representative, noted Zionist King
Abdullah of Jordandid deliveratapedgreeting.
WhenJ Streetwaslaunchedl8 monthsago,the
group basked in favorable press coverage
heraldingthearrival, atlong last, of a progressive
alternativeto AIPAC, the dominant pro-Israel
lobbying group that enjoys broad bipartisan
supportin Congress.The only serioushiccup
cameafter a statementhe group put out at the
height of the Israeli incursion into Gaza in
DecemberJ Streetsaid thenthat, Owhilethereis
nothing ®ightOin raining rockets on Israeli
families or dispatchingsuicidebombersthereis
nothing Oright@ punishinga million anda half
already-sufferingGazansfor the actionsof the

sponsors, but suddenly names started to disappear extremistsamongthem.OOne of the country®

First to go was RepresentativéMike Castle,the
DelawareRepublicarwho is planningto run for
JoeBiden®Senateseatin 2010.Justhourslater,
Politico reported that Nework® senators, Chuck
SchumerandKirsten Gillibrand, hadpulled their
nameff thelist aswell.

The floodgateswere open. By the time the
conferencestarted everyRepublicaron J Street®
list save Louisiana representative Charles
Boustanyhadbailed.Joiningthemwerean even
largernumberof Democratsjncluding Arkansas
senatoBlancheLincoln andNorth Carolinasen
ator Kay Hagan.Ultimately only a quarterof the

mostprominentJewishdoves,RabbiEric Yoffie,
blastedJ Streetas OmorallydeficientOfor its
equivocation.

In the monthsleading up to the conference,
J Streettook a numberof controversiapositions
thatraisedred flags amongpro-Israelgroupsand
their supporters. Earlier this month, J Street
opposedsanctionson Iran, evenasthe Houseof
Representativesoted 414 to 6 for suchaction,
andwith polls showingoverwhelmingsupportfor
new sarctions amorg Jews in paticular and
Americansin general.J Streetalso refusedto
condemrthereportaccusindsraelof war crimes

congressmen - and just two of the senators - listed in Gaza produced by Souftfrican judge Richard

asconferencesponsorshowedup atthe event.

MeanwhileJ Streetorganizerswere becoming
uncomfortablewith someof their own invited
guestsafteravideoturnedup of JoshHealey one
of the speakersreadinga poemcalled OQueer
Intifada.®O He compared Guanttnamo to
AuschwitzandAnne Frankto Matthew Shepard.
In anotherpoem, he askedif OweOrthe ones
writing numberson the wrists of babiesbornin
the ghettocalled Gaza?@thervideosweresoon
discovered,ncluding one that showedanother
panelistcalling Israela Owhore areadingat a
Chicagoestablishmentalled OCafintifada.O

J Streetcancelledthe poetry sessiorciting the
Ouseand abuseof HolocaustimageryOby the
scheduledspeakersThenthe Israeliambassador
Michael Oren, turned down an invitation to
addresghe conferenceThe embassyexplained
the decisionby sayingthat it fearedcertain of

Goldstoneunderthe authorityof the U.N. Human
RightsCommission.

J Streetclaimsthatit speaksfor the moderate
mainstreanof AmericanJewswho, it insists,are
poorly representedy the currentconstellationof
pro-Israelorganizations But if J Street©pro-
Israelcredentialsverebeingcalledinto question

by its critics in the run up to the conference, it was

the J Streetrankandfile who wereeschewinghe

pro-Israel label once the conference got underway

Onthefirst day J Streetprovidedspacefor an
Oindependentfibggerpanelthatfeaturedseveral
participantswho deniedthey were Opro-Israel.O
One was a Pdestinan woman who dedared
herselfa Oone-staterOan opponentof the two-
statesolutionthatwould allow Israelto maintain
bothits JewishanddemocratiaccharacterAnother
panelisiookedaroundandsaid, O Theraremany
Zionistsin this room, thereare also somenon-
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Zionists and anti-Zionists.O A third panelist
modked Holocaust survivor and Nobd Peace
Prize winner ElieNiesel in the course of an atte
on ChristiansUnited for Israel, the pro-Israe
groupwhoseannualconferencélNiesel choseto
addres®n the samenight thatJ Streetkicked off
its meeting.

That night, thelerusalem Pogeported, a boai
memberof J StreetU, the group® university
affiliate, announcedhat her chapterwould be
formdly dropping the pro-Israel half of the
Opro-Israepro-peace®ogan.OW don®wantto
isolate peoplebecausehey donOfeel quite so
comfortable with @ro-Israel,0 so we say
Opro-peace,&i@told the paper ThenextdayaJ
Street oficial, downplaying the storynsisted tha
J Streetwould affiliate only with organization:
that were explicitly pro-lsrael. Later, in
subsequent statements, J Street staffers
backtrackedand declinedto draw a line in the
sandoverthe group®pro-IsraelcharacterAsked
if J Streetwasa Zionist organizationexecutive
director Jeremy Ben-Ami responded, Olt is sill
insist that any organization that supports Israe
it is Zionist.O

As Ben-Ami tried to spin the growing sense
among reporters that they were not in fact
attendinga Opro-Israel@onferencea paneltitied
OWhatDoes It Mean To Be Pro-Israel?Qvas
taking place. It featured Jonathan Chait ofNtesv
Republicand MatthewYglesias,a bloggerat the
Centerfor AmericanProgressAs Yglesiaslater
wrote, Chaitarguedthat Otheravasan ambiguity
running throughthe J Streetconstituencyasto
whetherthe groupwasor shouldbe pro-Israelat
all.o

Yglesias,who wasoncelisted asan adviserto
J Street and who has been a tireless booster f
group, said the commentstruck him as Okindof
nuts.O The audience quickly resolved the que:
OWherwe movedto the Q&A time,OYglesias
wrote later that day, Oit becameclear that a
numberof peoplein the audiencereally were
quite uncomfortableself-definingas Opro-Israe
in any senseand that othersare uncomfortable
with the basic Zionist concept of a Jewish
nationalstate.O

Anothe parel titled (Messajing Pro-Israel,
Pro-PeaceO featured Democratic pollster and
J Streetboard memberJim Gersteinand Matt
Dorf, who advises] Streeton messagstrategy
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Dorf explainedthatOmessage a dirty word in
the progressiveeommunityOcomprisedasit is of
honestiberalswho fear OweOrnicking people-
saying different things to different audiences.O
But, Dorf assuredis audienceQWherwe talk to
differentpeople we needto saydifferentthings.O

An audiencemembey though, askedhow he
could Omessagé(is motherandfather his grand
mother and grandfather and his cousins.The
audiencdaughed.

It turnsout everyonen theroomhadthe sense
thatin the eyesof their own friends andfamily,

their views on Israelwereradical. It seemsthat
both J Street supporters and its leadership fac
sameproblem--convincingheworld thattheyare
pro-Israeleventhoughthe positionstheytakeand
the policies they promote put them squarelyat
oddswith Israelipublic opinion.!

Michael Goldfarbis the online editor of The Weekly Standard

BenedictXVI, the Lefebvrians,the Jewsand the StateOf Israel

By Prof. Segio ItzhakMinerbi

Reprintedfrom JewishPolitical StudiesReview21:3-4 (Fall 2009)

This article exploes the elations between the Catholic Clebirand the Jewsdm the middle of the gvious century until the psent dayit will focus
on howthe Catholic Church hasdealtwith memoryof the Shoahand how this hasaffectedthe Church®relationswith the Jews.It will look at the
mostrecentdevelopments dialoguebetweerthe Church andthe JewsunderPopeBenedictXVI andtheimpactof his visit to Israelin May 2009.

The Shadowof Pius XII
PopeBenedictXVI had decidedto returnto

Israel in the year 2008, but his trip was delayed by

a numberof obstaclesin Septembe2008, the
questionof the beatification of Pius XII was
discussed in Castelgandolfo, the summer
residenceof the Pope,at a symposiumorganized
by the Jewish ganization OPave thigayO and its
founderandpresidenGary Krupp.

On 18 Septembe008BenedictXVI publicly
defendedfor the first time Pius XII& wartime
record. However he put on hold the issue of
beatification,and establisheda commissionto
studyarchivematerialaboutPius(apacyandthe
possibleeffects of his beatificationon Catholic-
Jewishrelations.JesuitFatherPeterGumpel,the
relator[1] of the causefor beatification,which
began in the year 1967, did not suceed in
convincingany of theruling popessincethatyear
- PaulVI, JohnPaull, JohnPaulll, andBenedict
XVI - to sign the decreenecessanin orderto
embarkon the long journeytowardbeatification.
Gumpelblamedthe Jewsfor the freshdelayin
SeptembeR008,sayingthatthe OreaproblemGs
the controversyover the Jews@erceptiorof Pius
XIL[2]

Krupp® main purpose in organizing the
symposiumwasto causeYad Vashemto change
the captionunderthe picture of Pius Xll in its
Jerusalem museum. However, no convincing
evidence was brought to the symposium in
Castelgandolfo and therefore Benedict XVI
decidedto take a pauseof reflectionanddid not
signthedecree.[3]

1965-2005 Dialogue with the Jewsand the
Struggle over the ShoahMemory

When the declaratioNostra Aetate literally In
Our Age thedeclaration on thealationship of the
Churcch with Non-Christian religions- was
publishedin 1965in the frameworkof Council
Vaticanll (the SecondvaticanCouncil), Catholic
and Jewishscholarsalike praisedthe big step
apparentlytakenby the Churchin reducingthe
Catholic Church@ anti-Semitism, sometimes
calledanti-Judaism.[4]

With the Nostra Aetate the Church did not
absolvethoseJewswho allegedlykilled Jesus.
Rather it limited the blame for allegedly
murderingJesuso thoseJewsof thattime who
were responsiblefor it ratherthan accusingall
Jews of all times.[5] It also statedthat Othe
Church...decries hatred, persecutions, and
dispays of anti-Semitism.O This declaration
remainsthe only theologicalstepforward toward
Jewssincethe Gospels

The NostraAetatewas consecutivelyfollowed
by the Guidelines and Suwggestions for
Implementingthe Conciliar Declaration Nostra
Aetate(1974)[6] and thélotes on the Coect Vay
to Present the Jews and Judaism ir&thing and
Catechesién the RomanCatholic Church (1985).
[7]1 The Notesis the first Churchdocumentto
affirm Otheexistenceof the Stateof IsraelCpn the
basisof Othecommonprinciplesof international
law.O

At the sametime as thesestepswere being
made,an attemptwas underwayto Christianize
the Shoah JohnPaulll& intentionsin this respect
and his desireto transformthe Shoahinto a
CatholicPolisheventwereapparentvhile hewas
still Cardinal Karol Wojtyla. In 1970, at the
ceremony for the beatification of Maximilien
Kolbe in Rome, he distributed ashes from
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Auschwitz to the Bishops present. [8] This
distribution of part of the ashesof hundredsof
thousand®f Jews,aswell asof smallernumbers
of Christiansand Gypsies,ndicatedhis desireto
view Auschwitz as first and foremosta site of
Christianmemory One mustassumehat he was
awareof the affront to Jewswhich would result
from the touching,removing,anddistributing of
the remains of JewsOdead bodies - actions
consideredby Judaismto be nothing lessthan
desecratiorf thedead.

This effort to Christianizethe Shoahcontinuec
after CardinalWoijtyla becamePopeJohnPaulll.
Speakingn Auschwitzon 7 June1979- OHomily
of Brzezinka@Birkenau)- he saidthatOthereare
six million Poleswho lost their lives during the
SecondNorld War: one fifth of the nation.O [9] |
did not mentionJews,but focusedin this speect
oncemoreon Maximilian Kolbe andthe convert
Edith Stein.The FrenchauthorRapha'l Drai also
supportsthe claim that JohnPaul Il wantedto
centerAuschwitzon a Catholicman(Maximilien
Kolbe), ratherthanthe martyrdomof the Jewist
people.This strategywould allow the Churchto
effectively capture the site and all that it
symbolizes[10]

In the sameOHomilyof Brzezinka,3ohnPaul
Il called Auschwitz Qhe Golgotha of the
contemporaryworld.O[11] Golgotha,the hill in
Jerusalenon which Jesughe Jewwaskilled, is a
centralsitein Christianity sinceit wasthis deatt
which broughtaboutthe birth of thereligion. The
useof this imageryin respectto Auschwitzcan
only lead to the conclusionthat he desiredto
equatethe two outcomes.In other words, the
deathof so many Jewsat Auschwitz is to be
understoodaccordingto PopeJohnPaulll, as



Notable & Quotable

pavingthe way to a strongerCatholicismin the
modern day. His deliberate choice of words
equatedChristianity®foundingimageand myth
with a modern-dayhistorical catastrophavhose
main feature was the systematic destruction of
Jewishpeople.

Similarly, John Paul Il supported the erection
a conventin Auschwitz. Later, under pressure
from public opinion, he acceptedhatthe convent
should be movedto a distanceof 500 meters
away [12] JohnPaullI& desireto appropriatehe
symbol of Auschwitzto the Churchwas further
madeclearin 1986 when he decidedto beatify
Edith Stein, calling her Odaithful daughteiof her
people, the Jewish people,O while she had
convertedo Catholicism.[13]

On becomingPope,BenedictXVI madeefforts
to bring the Churchbackto tradition. Oneof his
moveswas to re-instatethe Missa Tridentina -
Tridentine Mass - in Latin, which had been
abolishedby Council Vaticanll. [14] On 7 July
2007the Secretariabf Statepublishedthe Motu
proprio - a documentissuedby the Popeon his
own impulseandsignedby him - reestablishing
the useof the Latin Massfrom the time of Pope
Pius V (1566-1572). This move called into
questionthe validity of Council Vaticanll. By
reestablishing the Latin Mass, Benedict XVI
wanted to bring back into the Church the
Fraternity of Saint Pius X. This Fraternitywas
established on 7 October 1970, in Ec™e,
Switzerlandby Bishop Marcel Lefebvre, who
refused to accept Council Vatican Il on the
grounds that it contradicted previous Church
tradition.

Following the founding of the fraternjtBishop
Marcel Lefebvrewas suspended divinis - he
could no longer celebratesacraments by Pope
PaulVI. On 30 Junel1988Lefebvreconsecrated
four bishopsand thus openeda schismin the
Churdh. Lefebvre and the four bishops were
excommunicatedatae sententia- for the mere
fact that they were ordainedas Bishopswithout

the

Papal consenihe excommunication was decided

with the active participationof the thenCardinal
Ratzinger(who was to becomePope Benedict
XVI), headof the Congregatiorfor the Doctrine
of the Faith.[15]

The new missal - book containing the service of

Mass - introducedby PopePaul VI, after the
Council Vaticanll, alsoincludedthe readingof
the Bible in a cycle of threeyears,which was

rejected by the people reverting to the ancient rite,

amongwhomwerethefollowersof Lefebvre.For
themall Jewsremainedthe killers of Jesusand

Jews allegedly ganized plots against the coming

of the kingdom of Christ. [16] As the traditional

rite, this fraternity educated the faithful in an anti-

Semitismthat held the Jewsresponsiblefor the
killing of Jesus.
The Oglobakestoration®f aboutone million

followers of four lefebvrian bishops accomplished

by Benedict XVI had been initiated by his
predecessaiohnPaulll. Accordingto the Italian
priestFarinella,the stepstowardthis included,in
Italy, the recognition of QComunione e
Liberazione,@n Italian political movementear
Premier Silvio Berlusconi; the Opus Dei
becominga personalOprelature6f the Pope- a
dioceseqiot underany Bishop- in 1982;andthe
approval of the neo-catechumens movement
which brought45,000persongo the Massgiven
by JohnPaulll in Corazimduring his visit there
in 2000.[17]

Similar steps in other parts of the world
included the beatification of Ann-Catherine
Emmerichwho had inspiredMel Gibson®anti-
Semiticfilm OThePassiorof Christ. (18] Priest
TadeuszRydzyk, the Polish managerof another
anti-Semitic Catholic organization, the radio
network Radio Maria, wasreceivedby Benedict
XVI at Castelgandolf@n 5 August2007.[19] In
addition, since 25 May 2000, Radio Maria has
broadcasin Englishto the U.S.[20]

It would seemthat BenedictXVI hasmadeno

major change to the policy of his predecessor John

Paulll, but ratherfinalized a seriesof actions
startedsomeyearsearlierwhich aimedto bring
variousgroupsbackinto thefold of the Church.
The Holy Friday prayerconcerningthe Jews
was modified severaltimesin recentyears.The
first occasionfor this was when John XXIlII
decided, in 1959, to abolish the adjective
(perfidusO (perfidious) concerning the Jews.

Later, PaulVl made another major change as well

as using ltalian for the prayeather than Latin. In
his alteredtext there can be found a clear con
demnationof anti-Semitisminsteadof the tradi
tional substitutiontheoryandthe prejudiceof the
deicide- the collective guilt of the Jewsprior to
NostraAetate [21] BenedictXVI returnedto the
possibility of using the Latin text of the Missa

text. Accordingto CardinalWalter Kasper [23]
this hope is only esch#ological - it will be
realizedattheendof time. RabbiDi Segnirightly
saysthat Jewscannotacceptthe view expresse:
by someCatholicsaccordingto which a Jewwho
believesin Jesusdoesnot contradicthis own
Jewishidentity, but ratherfulfills it: OThisis an
ideathat Jewscannotaccept,Qurites Di Segni.
[24] More recently, Benedict XVI himsdf
expressed a similar idea on 25 January 2009
hesaid:

In truth, in the case of Paulus, some prefer n
usethe term conversionsince- they claim - he
was aready a bdiever, even a fervent Jew,
thereforehe did not passfrom non-faithto faith,
from idols to God, and he was not obliged to
abandonthe Jewishfaith in orderto adhereto
Christ.(j25]

In thesewords, BenedictXVI madea cleat
distinction betweenpaganismand Judaism;for
him Judaismis not a separatdaith but anancient
phasein the history of Christianity This attitude
alsosheddight on his views on dialoguewith the
Jews.As Cardinal Ratzingerclaimed that the
Omissionand the dialogue should not be two
antagonist forms but should co-penetrate
mutuallyO Naturally, Christianity should not
becomemore Jewish,but Judaismshouldmove
closerto Christianity [26] He wasalsovery clear
in his documentDominusJesus(2000)in which
hewrote concerningnter-religiousdialogue:

Suchdialoguecertainly doesnot replace,

but rather accompanies the missio ad

gentes[mission to the peoples]....Inter

religious dialogue,which is part of the

Church&evangelizingnission requiresan

attitude of understanding and a relationship

of mutual knowledge and reciprocal
enrichment[27]

The end of the same document states that
inter-religiousdialogue,therefore,as part of its
evangelizingmission,is just oneof the actionsof
the Church in its missioad gentes.. The Churct
must be primarily committed to proclaiming to
people the truth revealed by the Lord, and
announcingthe necessityof conversionto Jesus

Tridentinaon 7 July 2007 and on 4 February 2008 Christ.[28]

he modified the old Holy Friday prayerdeleting

The Jewsare no exceptionand shouldaccep

two incidences of the adjective OperfidusO relating this Otruth.dRabbi Di Segniis convincedthat a

to Jews.Part of the ancienttext was retained,
caling upon the Jews to Qecognize Jesus
Christ.(j22]

The Chief Rabbiof Rome,RiccardoDi Segni,
wrotein adetailedarticlethatthe newprayerwas
evidenceof thereturnof Othehopeto convertthe
JewsQwhich was known from the pre-Council
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Odialogue which has the purpose of convertin
has no interestfor the Jews.On the old-new
prayer the only occasionfor the Churchto pray
for the Jews,hopefor the conversionof the Jews
is expressedThe Jewson the otherhand,do not
dreamthat the purposeof dialogue with the
Churchshouldbe to convincethe Catholicsto
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changetheir faith. [29]

RabbiDi Segniwasquick to recognizethatthe
new formulationof the prayerdid not allow for a
continuationof the Christian-Jewishdialogue.In
acommuniquzf 4 April 2008the Pressroom of
the Vaticanrecalledthe objectionsraisedby the
Jewsaccordingto which the new prayerOwould
not bein harmonywith the declarationsandoffi -
cial statement®f the Holy See,concerningthe

Episcopd Conferences (in Germany, Austria,
France,and Switzerland),Cardinals,and by the
Chancellorof GermanyAngelaMerkel. Justover
a week after the Popeformally rehabilitatedthe
British-born BishopWilliamson, Merkel made the
extraordinarydecisionto wadeinto a worsening
row betweenthe Vaticanandworldwide Jewish
and Catholicleaders.Sheaccusedhe pontiff of
giving the impression that Shod denial was

Jewish people and its faith, that marked a progress (permissitleO through his dedsion to pardon

in the friendly relationsbetweerthe Jewsandthe
CatholicChurchin thelastforty years.(30] The
Holy Seeansweredhatno changewasenvisaged
in the standdevelopedy the Churchtowardthe
Jews,especiallyin the declarationNostraAetate
The Churchdeniesall attitudesthat despiseor
discriminateagainstJews,and repudiatedirmly
anyform of anti-Semitism.

The Revocationof the Excommunication
of the Four Lefebvrians
Suchwas the statusof relationsbetweenthe

Vatican and the Jews, when a new storm broke out

on 21 January2009: Cardinal GiovanniBattista
Re, prefect of the Congregationfor Bishops,
revoked the excommunication of the four
Lefebvrian bishops headed by Mgr Bernard
Fellay, generalsuperiorof the Fraternityof Saint
Pius X. [31] Wha could be regaded as an
internd Church matter became a matter of
worldwide interestwhenoneof the four Bishops,
Richard Williamson, gave an interview on
Swedish Television, broadcast on 22 Jauay
2009,in which he deniedthe Shoah Williamson
said: Olbelievethat 200,000up to 300,000Jews
did die in the concentratiortamps but not onein
the gaschambers.(32]

On 27 Januarythe Fraternity of SaintPius X
claimedto haveno authorityon suchquestionsit
addedthatthe declarationof Williamson Odmot
reflect, in any case, the position of our Frater@ity
[33] Shoahdenialhasbeenindirectly condemned
by the Church- for examplein its documenOVeé
RememberA Reflectionon the Shoah(1998).
[34] Thusit is strangehatthe Vaticandid notask
Williamsonto retracthis remarks.

In revokingthe excommunicatiorof thesefour
Bishopswho so vehementlycriticized Council
Vaticanll, PopeBenedictXVIl seemsotonly to
havetakena stepbackwardsin respectof this
Council, but to condone Shoah denial. The
incident sparkeda global uproar Nobel Prize
laureateEli Wiesel accusedBenedict XVI of

giving credence to Othe most vulgar aspect of anti-

SemitismO by rehebilitating a Shosh-denying
bishop.[35] During the weeksfollowing many
condemnatory declarations were issued by

Williamson.[36] Merkel addedthatsheOdoesiot
believeGherehasbeenadequatelarification of
the Vatican's posiion on the Holocaust. The
Vaticanmust clarify that it cannottolerateany
negationisniof the Shoah].[37]

At last, on 4 February2009the Secretariabf
Stateof the Holy Seeintervenedwith an official
statement on three points. The first point
explainedthat the Popewantedto eliminatean
obstacleto dialoguewith the four Bishops,andit
stresseghat the four actually do not have the
chage of Bishopsin the Church.In the second
point, the Secretay of State noted that full
recognition of the Council Vatican Il is an
indispensableonditionfor the future recognition
of the Fraternityof SaintPius X. The third point
dealswith the Shoah sayingthat:

The positions of Bisho@Villiamson with regard
to the Shoahare absolutelyunacceptableand
firmly rejectedby the Holy Father ashe himself
remarked on 28 January 2009 when, with
referenceto the heinousgenocide he reiterated
his full and unquestionablesolidarity with our
brothers and sisters who received the First
Covenant, and hefafmed that the memory of that
terrible genocidemustlead Ohumanityo reflect
upon the unfathomablepower of evil when it

connectedo their views on the Shoah However
Williamson® neggtionist views did cause an
uproar in public opinion, a fact well understooc
the Vatican.This is evidencedy the fact thatin
the official statemenby the Secretariabf State
Williamson®standis considereddunacceptable
the Shoahremainsa OwarninggainstenialGand
it is stressedhat his positionswere Ounknowrio
the Holy FatherOhinting that hadthe Popebeer
aware of them previously he may have actec
differently.

The SuperiorGeneralof the Fraternityof Saint
Pius X, Bishop Bernard Fellay said, in an
interview to the FrenchCatholicweekly Famille
Chretiennethat Othelewsareour elderbrothers.(
He addel, Owe condemn a crime against an
innocenfman], especiallywhenit is addressetb
anentirepeople We rejectanyaccusatiorof anti-
Semitism,and any approvalof what happenei
underHitler, assomethingabominable.(B9]

Yet the opinionsof BishopWilliamsondid not
preventhim from being reincorporatednto the
Church,and he was not requiredto changehis
views. The only impedimentresultingfrom these
negationistdeclarationss that Williamson will
not be reinstalled in his charge as Bishop unle:
wereto retracthis declarationsThe Churchhas
no problemreadmittinginto its midst clergymer
with such clearly stated opinions. Until nosome
months  after the revocation of ther
excommunicationWilliamson hasnot retractec
one single word and remainsinside the Church
with anillegitimate chargeof bishop.

On 10 March 2009, PopeBenedictXVI took a
very unusualand courageousstep and senta
personalletter to the Bishopsof the world to
explainhis own deedsandevenhis mistakes:

Conquers the heal’t Of man,O add|ng that the Shoah Some groupS, on the other hand’ open|y acc

remainsOawarningfor all againstforgetfulness,
denial or reductionism, because violence
committed againstone single humanbeing is
violenceagainstall.O

In orderto be admittedto functionasa Bishop
within the Church,BishopWilliamson mustalso
distancenimselfin anabsolutelyunequivocabnd
public way from his postions regarding the

Shoah, which were unknown to the Holy Father at
the time of the remission of the excommunication.

(38]

In this text, the Secretariatof Statedid not
demand that Bishop Williamson immediately
retract his negationistdeclarations ODistanceO
from his positionswould only be necessaryf and
whenhewill applyto berecognizedasa Bishop
by the Cathalic Church. At first, the
excommunicatiorof the four Bishopswas not
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the Popeof wanting to turn back the clock to
beforethe Council: as a result, an avalancheof
protests was unleashed, whose bitterness laic
woundsdeepetthanthoseof the presenimoment

The Williamson case was Can unforeseen
mishapO which suddenly appeared Cas the
repudiationof reconciliationbetweenChristian
and Jews.GAnd this Omomentarilyupsetpeace
betweenChristian and Jews, as well as peace
within the Church.(The Popeaddedthat| thank
all the more our Jewishfriends, who quickly
helpedto clear up the misunderstandingndto
restorethe atmosphereof friendship and trust
which - asin the daysof PopeJohnPaulll - has
alsoexistedthroughoutmy pontificateand,thank
God, continuego exist.

In this letter, the Popewent on to explainthat
the Societyof SaintPius X doesnot possessa
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canonicalstatusin the Churchand Oitsministers
do not exercise legitimate ministries in the
Church.OOn the other hand Qhose who put
themselvesforward as great defendersof the
Council also needto be remindedthat Council
Vaticanll embraceshe entiredoctrinalhistory of

the Church.@he Pope thinks that in our days Othe

faith is in dangerof dying out like a flamewhich
no longerhasfuelOandthat Othereal problemat
this moment of our history is that God is
disappearindrom the humanhorizon.O
The last sentenceecallswhat BenedictXVI

askedat Auschwitz:OWhy Lord, did you remain
silent?0 [40] The presence of God in
contemporarysocietyis one of the issuesdealt
with by Benedict XVI. The purpose of the

dialogue with the Jews, as well as that with Islam,

was explainedby the Popein this letter to the
Bishops, as Otheeffort to promotea common

witness by Christians to their faith - ecumenism is

partof the supremepriority.O[41]

The Popejustified with a quantitativeargument
the remission of the four BishopsO
excommunicationOCarwe be totally indifferent
about a community which has 491 priests,
215 seminarianssix seminaries88 schools two
university-levelinstitutes,117 religiousbrothers,
164 religious sisters and thousands of lay
faithful?(42]

This letter put anendto the graveincidentthat
hadoccurred Nobodyin the Curiahadtakeninto
consideration the possible repercussions for
dialoguewith the Jewsof a papal step which
seemedo legalize Shoahdenialandthe general

uproar of world public opinion. Nor did anyone in
the Curia act to investigate the four bishops before

reacceptinghem, andthe Popehimself was not
informedaboutthe declarationof Williamson. It
is had to believe tha nobody in the Cura
consultedthe internet. Was this a questionof
mismanagementack of coordination,or more
probably a lack of rea interest in the
repercussionsf sucha step?

BenedictXVI and the Jews
One of the harshest Jewish reactions to
Williamson® Shaah denial came from Rabbi
David Rosenof the AmericanJewishCommittee:
What hasbeenrevealedmostdramaticallyby
this episodeis somethingthat Vaticanobservers
havebeennoting consistentlyduring this papacy

in contrast to the previous pontificate: an amazing

lack of consideratiorof the ramificationof papal
actions, and a profound lack of collegial
consultation[43]

Benedictvisited a synagoguen Germanyand
onein the U.S., [44] thus showinghis personal

interestin goodrelationswith the Jews.No less
importantwas his correctionof his own speech
madeat Auschwitzon 28 May 2006,in which he
said, quoting his predecessodohnPaulll, that
Osixmillion Poleslost their lives during the
SecondWorld War: a fifth of the nation.((45]

Somedayslater, back at the Vatican,Benedict
XVI correctedhimself and said that OHitlerhad
more than six million Jewsexterminatedn the
campof Auschwitz-Birkenawandin othersimilar
camps.O [46] Thus the symbolic number of

victims, six million, was once more identified
with the Jews.It is unusualfor a Popeto correct
himself, but it is a welcomemove, for which he
deserve®steem.

The Popevery much appreciatedthe quick
arrival to the Vaticanof a delegatiorof American
Jewishorganizationswhich cameat a moment
when BenedictXVI wasunderthe concentrated
criticism of EuropearCatholicclergyandsecular
leadersReceivingthe delegationon 12 February
2009, herecalledhis previousvisits to Park East
Synagoguein New York, to the Synagoguen
Cologne, and to the extermination camp at
Auschwitz-Birkenauvherehe meditatedOorthe
countlessnumberof prisoners,so many of them
JewsOwho went into captivity there and had
Olittleto sustainthem.CHe did not pronouncehe
word GexterminationO nor did he repeat his
previous,somewhabutrageousgdeclarationthat
oy destroying Israel, by the Shoah, they
ultimately wantedto tear out the taprootof the

Christian faith and to replace it with a faith of their

own invention.(J47] This ideasuggestghat the
Jewswere killed by the Nazis only to tearthe
Christianfaith.

Benedict XVI also said to this delegation that he
was preparing to visit Israel, Oa land which is holy

for Christiansaswell asJews,sincethe roots of
our faith areto be foundthere.@Vhile the visit to
Israelwasusedasproof of his sympathyto Jews,
notaword wasmentionedaboutmodernisraelor
its value for the Jewishpeople.He recalledthe
prayerof his predecessodohnPaulll, who was
(pleading for God® forgiveness after all the
injustice tha the Jewish people have had to
suffer.O But the text of the prayer put into \iall
in Jerusalenby JohnPaulll, did not recall the
Jews but only the descendant®\bfaham and the
Ogenuindrotherhood,@ith Othepeopleof the
Covenant,®vho may alsobe the Christians [48]
BenedictXVI reaffirmedthatthe Shoahmustbe
Oawarningfor all againstforgetfulnessgdenialor
reductionism.9]

the Israeli Rabbinate was started by his
predeessor when he received the two Chief
Rabbisof Israelin January2004.The Popewent
on to saythat friendshiphad increasedetweer
the The Holy See$Commissionfor Religious
Relationswith the Jewsand the Rabbinate and
saidthat the Jewishpeople,who were chosenas
the electedpeople,communicateto the whole
humanfamily, knowledgeof and fidelity to the
one, unique and true God. Christians glady
acknowledgehattheir own rootsarefoundin the
same self-revelation of God, in which the
religious experience of the Jewish people is
nourished[50]

The Popealsoexpressedhe hopethat his visit
may deeperthe dialoguewith the Jewishpeople
Osoathat Jewsand Christiansand also Muslims
may live in peaceand harmonyin this Holy
Land.(51]

BenedictXVI and the State of Israel

TheHoly Seeis apolitical entity. Thereforejts
relationswith the stateof Israelareof a political
nature.A speechof PopeBenedictXVI wholly
dedicated to this subject can help better
understandhe Holy See€position toward the
Stateof Israel. This speechwasgivenon 12 May
2008 on the occasionof the presentationby
Mr. Mordechay Lewy, the new Isragli
Ambassadotto the Holy See,of his letters of
accreditation[52]

The Popeopenedhis speechby recalling the
sixtiethanniversaryof the Stateof Israel:

The Holy Seejoins you in giving thanksto the
Lord thatthe aspirationsof the Jewishpeoplefor
a homein the land of their fathershave beer
fulfilled, and hopessoonto seea time of even
greater rejoicing when a just peace finaly
resolveghe conflict with the Palestinians.

After this cordial beginning,althoughlinked to
the Palestinians, the Pope gave a detailed
descriptionof the main problemsstill existingin
therelationswith Israel:

a) The Popeimplicitly madelsraelresponsible
for the Othealarming declinein the Christiar
populationof the Middle East,including Israel,
through emigration.O This accusation is not
corroboratedby facts. On the contrary inside
Israel proper the size of the Christian populatic
steadyand not diminishing. Thereis a strong
migrationof Christiansfrom the territoriesof the
Palestinian Authority because the Muslim
majority there leaves them no alternative.
Moreoverthey aregenerallyskilled people ,who,

On 12 March 2009 Benedict XVI received at the Navingcompletedtheir studies cango abroadto
Vatican the representatives of the Chief Rabbinate Othercountriesandfind a suitablecareerfar away
of Israel. He reminded them that the dialogue with from Muslim pressures.
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b) The Poperecognizedhe right of Israelfor
self-defense but only sees hardshigesefl by the
Palestinian population. Not a word was
pronouned concerning Arab terrorism or the
missilesand rocketslaunchedfor yearson the
Israeli civil population.The Popesupportedthe

expansionispolicy, nor its links with Hizbullah
which wererecentlyrevealedby Egypt. Magister
writes that the Vatican officials Chave never
shownthatthey seeHamasasa deadlydangerto
Israelandan obstacleto the birth of a Palestinian
state,in additionto its beinga nightmarefor the

solution of Otwo independent sovereign states side Arab regimesin theareafrom Egyptto Jordarto

by sideObut he gave the impressionthat the
implementationof sucha solution dependson
Israel®goodwill alone.

c) The Pope mentioned the (hegotiations

not yet beenconcludedafter morethan10 years,
since the signature of the FundameAgieement
in 1993. He also expressed hopes that the
agreementsignedwith the Holy SeeOmaysoon
be integrated into the Israeli internal legal

system.O It is evident that without such

integration thoseagreementareworthless.

d) The Popealsoraisedthe Oquestiomf visas
for churchpersonnel,@ rathercomplicatedssue
sincethe Churchwantsto bring priestsfrom Arab
countriesinto Israel.[53] Since many of those
countriesare officially at war with Israel, the
arrival of their citizensmay be conditionedon a
securitycheck.

In conclusion far from diplomaticniceties,the
Popeexploitedthis occasionto makethe above
mentionedist of complaints.

Mor e on the Policy toward Israel

According to Sandro Magister, an expert
Vaticanistof the Italian weekly L'Espessq in
morethanthreeyearsof his pontificate,Benedict
XVI has changedlittle or nothing in Vatican
policy towardlsrael. The only changeis in tone:
Tarcisio Bertone, as Secretary of State, has
softenedhis tone and GiovanniMaria Vian, the
new director of the daily Osservatoe Romano
Ohasstoppedlaunchinginvective and hasmade
moreroom for religiousandcultural debate But
the generalpolicy hasremainedhe same.{64]

The authoritiesof the Church,and Benedict

XVI himself, raisedtheir voicesin condemnation
of Othe massive violence that has broken out in the

GazaStrip in responseto other violenceConly
afterlsraelbeganbombingtheinstallationsof the
terroristmovementHamasin thatterritory. They
did not make any condemnationgrior to this,

when Hamas was massacring the Muslims faithful

to PresidentAbu Mazen, humiliating the tiny
Christian communities, and launding rockets
every day aganst lIsraelis civilians in the
surroundingarea.

The Vaticanauthoritieshaveneverraisedtheir
voice againstHamasandits desireto destroythe
State of lIsrael, its role favoring Iran®

SaudiArabia.(55]
BenedictXVIG pronouncedstatement®n the
conflictin Gaza,atthe Angelus- a shortpractice

of devotionin honorof the Incarnationrepeated
regarding economic and fiscal affairsO which have three times each dayorning, noon, and evening,

atthe soundof the bell [56] - on 28 Decembeiat
the end of the homily on 1 Januaryandagainat
the Angeluson 4 JanuaryOn 1 January2009 he
saidthatOitwill notbeimpossibleto listento one
anotheyto cometo oneanothe® helpandto give

and the economicrecession.Today one builds
walls without caringif in sodoingthey closeus
inside. In this Land we do not needwalls but
dialogue....In Gazathey did one more war, but
what are the results?Nothing. If you seedthe
occupation, you harvest the resistance. The
occupationmust cometo an end....Now is the
time for denunciationfor raisingour voice. The
next visit of the Pope will encourage the Chris
communities; they must understand that they 1|
resistthetemptationto go away [61]

Another cause of dispute was the stand take
the Holy Seeat the UN Conferencethe Review
Conferenceof the Durban Declaration of 2001
Against Recism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobiaand RelatedIntolerance beginning
on 20 April 2009in GenevaOn Sunday 19 April

concrete responses to the widespread aspiration tothe Popespokefrom his balconyon SaintPetef3

live in peacesafetyanddignity.O[57]
BenedictXVI hasalso madeseveralgeneral

Squaregiving his full supportto the Geneve
ConferenceOtoput an end to every form of

appeals for an end to the violence in Gaza, but has racism.(62]

not openlycriticized Israel.In his messagéo the
Holy See§diplomatic corpson 8 January2009
BenedictXVI said,regardingGaza:

This situationfurther complicateghe questfor
a settlemenbf the conflict betweenlsraelisand

Palestinians, something fervently desired by many

of them and by the whole world. Onceagainl
would repeatthat military optionsareno solution
and that violence,whereverit comesfrom and
whatever form it takes, must be firmly
condemned! expressmy hope that, with the
decisive commitment of the internationa
community the ceasefirdn the Gazastrip will be
re-established58]

No one in the&/atican has ever protested against

the firing of Palestinianrocketsfrom the Gaza
strip ontothe Israelicivilian population.

On other occasionsthe stand taken by the
Vatican has beeneven less friendly to Israel.
Cardina Renato Martino, Chairman of the
Pontifical Coundl for Justie and Peae amnd
former permanenbbserverof the Vaticanto the
United Nations, said on 7 January2009 that
Odefenselegmpulationsarealwaysthe oneswho
pay Look at the conditions in Gaza: more
and more, it resembles a big concentration
camp.(59]

During thewhole durationof his charge(1987-
2008),the Latin Patriarchof JerusalemMichel
Sabbaghrepeatedlyspokeagainstthe Stateof
Israel.[60] His successqrHis Beatitude Fouad
Twal, follows Sabagh® track. In a recent
interviewhe said:

Todaythe Calvaryis a war thatgoeson for 60
years,the military occupationthe lack of jobs,
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This wasnot the first time thatthe Vaticanhad
collaboratedwith Iranin the internationalarena
In September 1994, a UN Conference on
Demography was held in Cairo, Egypt. Before
beginningof the Conferencea special Vaticar
delegationwentto Iran andLibya to coordinatea
commonstand.It appearshatthe positionsof the
Vatican,Iran, andLibya werevery similar. A few
months before the conference, John Paul I
dedicateda speecho this subject.He condemne
Oimmoraimeans®f family planning,especially
abortions, and stresed that the use of
contraceptives is ethically inadmissible. [63]
More recently BenedictXVI hadintensecontacts
with the Iranian authorities.As an examplewe
recall that the Foreign Minister of Iran, Kamal
Kharrazi,hada private meetingwith the Popeon
13 February 2004 after some Catholic schools
been expropriated. [64nother Foreign Ministe
Manouchehr Mottaki, brought a letter from
President Ahmadingjad to the Pope on 27
December2006 on the occasionof the 50th
anniversaryof diplomatic relationsbetweenthe
Holy Seeandlran.[65] On5 April 2007the Pope
reeived the former Iranian President Seyyed
Mohammel Khatani and shaed with him a
OserendialoguebetweerculturesO[66]

The Visit of BenedictXVI to Israel

It seemsthat BenedictXVI greatly desiredto
visit Israel and that his will prevailed over
contradictoryconsiderationsn the Curia. Fathel
Lombardi,spokesmarof the Vatican,saidin an
interview:

| havefounda proof of courageandhopein the
will of the Popeto go [to theHoly Land] anyway
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The decisionis to go, in this context,evenafter
therehasbeenthewar of Gazawhenmanyasked
whetherthe visit would not be postponedThe
Pope wanted to reconfirm it, not to show
indifferenceto a situationof tragedyand grave
suffering, but alwaysasa tokenof hope.[67]
From the Israeli point of view the visit wasa

positive event, since it showed that it is feasible to
visit Israel notwithstanding the previous hostilities

in the Gazastrip. It wasalsoa demonstratiorof
friendshipand the Pope®presencatself would
reinforce the position of Israel in the eyes of
millions of Catholicsin theworld.

If most Israelis welcomed the Popef3it, there
were also some rare opponents expressing
controversialviews. ProfessorHillel Weiss of
Barllan University considered the Pope an
Ounwanteduest.@ccordingto Weiss, the status

JohnPaul Il. In JohnPaul IG speechat Yad
Vashem2000 he had blamedthe Shoahon a
Oneo-pagaregimeGn the hopeof shakingoff all
Christianresponsibilityfor the horrorsthat took
place during the Seconlorld War. Benedict XVI
followed in his predecess® footsteps;he is
willing to turn the Church into the victim
alongsidethe Jews,if necessaryin an effort to
clear the Church of the heavy responsibilityit
mustcarry for the completesilenceof Pius XII
during the war. In his silence, the Pope had
betrayedhis role as moral guide to his own

believers and left the Jews to meet their fate at the
hands of the Nazis without any intervention on his

part.
As Staf Misezhnikov, lIsraeli Minister of

Tourism, noted, the Israeli government considered

the Popeéisit to be a powerfulincentivefor the

of the Pope in Israel has reached that aspired to by developmenbf religioustourismandpilgrimages

the Catholic Church:a returnto the role of an
internationalpolitical factor OThePopeis the
chosenTrojanhorsethatthroughhim notonly the
Vaticanbut all the army of GogandMagog,and
first of all the United States,try to imposethe
policy of the holy basin[in Jerusalempccording
to the vision of Beilin, PeresandOImert.(J68]

On 8 May 2009 PopeBenedictXVI arrivedon
an official visit to Jordanandbetweenll and15
May he visited Israel and the Palestinian
Authority. The Vaticanauthoritiesavoid calling
the Stateof Israelby its nameandthey preferto
usethe denominatiorHoly Land.[69] Thusthey
give the land a holy connotation,a senseof
belongingto the Holy See,and try to avoid
Palestiniarcriticism of anofficial visit to Israel.

Speakingat Ben-Gurionairport on his arrival,
the Poperaisedthe subjectof the Shoah:

I will have the opportunity to honor the
memoryof the six million Jewishvictims of the

ShoahAnti-Semitism...is totally unacceptable....

pleadto exploreevery possibleavenue...sahat
both peoplesmay live in peacein a homelandof
their own, within secure and internationally
recognizedorders.

At Yad Vashenthe Popegavea Biblical lesson

about the importance of the name of every victim,

perhapsinspiredby the nameof the institution,
which in HebrewmeansOthememorialto all the
names.O Yet Avner Shalev, Director of Yad

- althoughtherealimpactof thesepilgrims onthe
Israeli economyhas not beenfully researched.
Catholic pilgrims use Arab guides, visit Yad
Vashem with young Italian studentswho are
unaware of the Jewish $efing during the Shoah,
[70] ride on Arab buses,and stay overnightin
Catholic religious homesor Arab hotels. Their
real contribution to the Israeli economy is
thereforemodestor doubtfulat best.

Likewise, it is importantto remembeithat the
political standof the Holy Seeon the Israeli-
Palestinianconflict is almostthe samenegative
attitudetoward Israel that hasexistedfrom the
very beginningof the Stateof Israelin 1948.

As far ascanbe ascertainedrom Israelimedia
coverageof BenedictXVIG visit, the Israeliside
did not give the Pope a comprehensiveour
dOhorizoon the politics of the Middle East.Such
a tour should have emphasizedhat the only
guarantee for the continued suviva of the
Christian communitiesin the Middle Eastis a
stronglsrael,sincea stronglsraelis a deterrent
againstfundamentalisislamic movementswvho
are far from being friendly to local Christian
populationsandwould like to subvertmoderate
Arab states.

This fact is not understoodevenby the priest
who inspired Benedict XVI®@ policy toward
fundamentalistslam, Samir Khouri Samir The
Holy Seeviews the Arabs as victims and the

Vashem, had expected the Pope to issue a strongefSraelisas oppressorsislamistterrorismcan be
traced back to this basic cause, as Cardinal Renatobrought down,Oa clear incitation to violence.

condemnation of Nazis and Gemany. Rabbi
Yisrael Meir Lau, chairmanof the Yad Vashem
Councilanda Shoahsurvivor himself, notedthat
Otherds a dramaticdifferencebetweerkilled and
murdered.O

Rabbi Lau also comparedBenedictXVI and

Martino, Chairmanof the Pontifical Council for
Justiceand Peace,said in an interview to the
Osservatoe Romanoon 1 January2009:

Many problemsthat are now attributedalmost
exclusivelyto cultural and religious differences
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have their origin in countless economic and sc
injustices.This is alsotruein the complexhistory
of the Palestinianpeople.In the Gaza Strip,
humandignity hasbeentrampledon for decades
hatred and murderous fundamentalism are
nourished.

Not a word was mentioned about Israel®
withdrawal from Gaza in summer 2005 or Han
forceful seizureof powertherein June2007.

It was clear from the Pope® speeches in
Bethlehemand its surroundingsthat the Holy
Seefattitude to the State of Israel remains
unchangedHe acknowledgedhe sufferingof the
Palestinians, the families left homedess and
offered his solidarity to Othepeoplewho have
sufered so much.O The Pope told President
MahmudAbbas,that OtheHoly Seesupportsthe
right of your peopleto a sovereignPalestiniar
homelandin the land of your forefatherssecure
and at peace with its neighbors, within
internationallyguaranteedborders.@71]

After expressing clear support for the
Palestinian state, the Pope added that
OPalestiniarie anyotherpeople havea natural
right to marry to raise families, and to have acc
to work, educationand healthcare,(ninting that
the Israelisare not allowing poor Palestiniango
marryandto haveaccesgo work, educationand
medicalcare.Rather the contraryis true. Hamas
obligedthe industrialareaof Erezto closedown
after shellingit with mortarbombscausingfive
thousandPalestinianworkers to stay at home
without work. Education is given by UNRA, but
the Hamasencouragethe young graduatesto
enrollin its armedmilitia insteadof workingin a
regularjob. When the Popedepartedfrom the
Ben-Gurionairport Israeli representativesould
haveobjectedto the political expression®f the
Pope but Israelispreferrednot to reactat all.

The Pope did not condemn Palestinian terro
but launchedan appealto young people:OHav
the courageto resistany temptationyou may feel
to resort to acts of violence or terrorism.O [72]
words Otemptatiorfor terrorismCagainhintedat
the Vatican&claim thatIsraeli violenceprovokes
Palestinian terrorism, while the truth is exactly
opposite.

Benedict XVI attacked the separation wall
saying that Oit is tragic to see that even today
are erected@nd later addedthat Owallscan be

Moreoverhe againresortecto theologywhenhe
said that Ol have seen with anguish the situati
the refugeeswho like the Holy Family were
obligedto leavetheir houses,@hich recallsthe
Gospelof Matthew(2,13): OGeup, takethe child
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andhis motherandescapeo Egypt....Staythere

until | tell you, for Herod is going to search for the
child to kill him.O This comment could be taken as

a comparisonof the Israelisto Herod. This is
similar to the actionsof JohnPaulll, during his
visit to Israelin 2000- he presentedfasseArafat
with 14 shellsrepresentinghe 14 stationsof the
Way of the Cross,explainingthatthey symbolize
the Passionof the Palestinianswhich can be
comparedo the suffering enduredby Jesus[73]

French author Shmu@tigano noted that Oto the

Jewsgoesthe recognitionof the martyrsof the
Shoahwhile to the Palestiniangoesthe political
recognition, or even a political-theological
[recognition].§74]

The only OincidentO to occur in the five day long

visit was during a sessiorof the OTialogue,Gn
interfaith meeting at Notre Dame Hotel in

Notes

Jerusalem. Sheik Tayseer Tamimi, a leading

PalestinianMuslim cleric, took the liberty of

speakingandshoutingrecriminationsagainstthe

Stateof Israel. The Popewaited until the end of

Tamimi® speech and then left the hall. [75]

Nobodyrespondedo Tamimi. This is one more
exampleof what can be expectedfrom sucha

OTialogue.QOThe situationis complex enough
without the further complicationsof suchuseless
exerciseswhich always end in vituperation of

Israel. Whether Christiansare willing to enter
suchtrialogue negotiationsor not, Jewsshould
avoidthem,sincetheyresultin anallianceof the

representativesf the othertwo religionsagainst
the Jews,as hasbeenpointedout alreadyin the

pastby this author [76]

Conclusion
Notwithstanding the various meetings with

Jewishgroups,andthe explanationse received
the Popenot did not retractany of his previous
declarations and decisions. He deepened the
ical gap with Israel in his public speechon
Durban-2. The question now is whether a Catt
Churchwhich is becomingmore traditionalist,
moredistantfrom Council Vaticanll, andthere
fore from NostraAetate will be ableto maintain
or improveits relationswith the Jews.Moreover
if the contentof the Jewish-Catholicdialogue
accordingto the Church consistsof trying to
convertthe Jews,it will remainan exercisein
futility. The visit of BenedictXVI could have
betteredthe relationsbetweenthe Vaticanand
Israel,but wasbiasedby a pro-Palestiniarstand
Vatican policy may bring the Jewish-Catholi
dialogueto aninsurmountablémpasse!
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Notable & Quotable

Yuri ForemanBecomed-irst Israeli World Champion

By KevinBaxter

Reprintedfrom TheLosAngelesTimes(Novemberl5, 2009)

abbinical studentYuri Foremanbecame
Rthe first Israeli fighter to win a world

boxing championshipwhen he scoreda
shacking and onesided dedsion over Puerto
Rican Daniel Santos in a WBA super
welterweighttitle fight Saturdaynight on the
Miguel Cotto-MannyPacquiaoundercardat the
MGM GrandGarderArena.

Foreman(28-0, 8 knockouts)knockedSantos
(32-4-1,23 KOs) downin the secondround,had
him pinned againstthe ropesin the third then
appearedo hurt the championwith a flurry of
punchesearthe endof thefourth round.

Santos made a final desperate ghdn the 12th

and final round, knowing he needed a knockout to

win. But hewasfar too wearyby then,stumbling
to the canvasagainwith lessthana minuteleft in
thefight.

Foremanwas one of five fighters who took
unblemishedecordsinto theundercarcandcame
outwith victories.

Julio CesarChavezJr, son of the legendary
Mexicanchampionextendechis recordto 41-0-1
with a unanimousdecisionover Troy Rowland
(25-3) of Grand Rapids,Mich., in a 10-round
middleweightcontest.

Rowlandwasfighting with a heavyheart- his
brotherShanejn a Michiganhospital,wasplaced
in a medicallyinducedcomathis monthwith the
H1N1virus.

In the first televisedbout on the undercard,
Tustin® Alfonso Gomezwon somethingcalled
theWBC ContinentalAmericaswelterweighttitle
in an abbreviatedbout againstMexican Jesus
Soto-Karass.

An accidentabutt to the right eyein the third
roundleft Gomezbleedingheavily, leadingring-
side doctorsto stopthe fight at two minutes41
second®f the sixth roundof whatwasscheduled
to bea 10-roundbout.Becausehefight hadgone
more than half its scheduleddistance the bout

unpopularsplit decisionover Ernie Marquezof
Fort Morgan, Colo., in an entertainingsix-round
matchupof junior-lightweights.
Mepranum(15-2-1, 3 KOs) scoredthe only
knockdownof thefight, droppingMarquezin the
second round. But that punch only served to v
up Marquez,who wasthe aggressofor mostof
the final four rounds. Marquez (9-6-2) finished
fight bleedingheavily from a cut abovehis right
eyeandwhenthe decisionwasannouncedit was
greetedby a chorusof boosfrom the crowd.

went to the scorecards and the judges gave Gomez The only otherFilipino on the undercardEden

(21-4-2,10 KOs) a unanimousdecision. Soto-
Karassfell to 24-4-3with 16 KOs.

Earlier in the night, hard-punding Russian
middleweightMatt Korobovaddedto his already

impressive resume with a dominant six-round win

overJamesNinchesteof Reidsville,N.C.

AlthoughKorobov (8-0, 6 KOs) couldn®knock
Winchesterout, going the distancefor just the
secondtime asa pro, the stylish left-handerwas
ableto knock Wincheste® mouthpieceinto the
first row with a sweepingounchmidway through
thethird round.

Winchesteiis 10-3with 3 KOs.

Sarta Ana® Rodrigo Garcia also remained
unbeaterat 5-0 with a one-sideddecisionover
Martin Vierra of Phoenixin a six-round supef
welterweightfight. Vierrafell to 5-3-1.

Richie Mepranumof the Philippineswon an
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Sonsonaleft no doubtin his bout, overwhelming
Isradi Navy veteran Eilon Kedem from the
opening bell en route to a second-round TKO"

Sonsong14-3,4 KOs) knockedKedem(9-2-4,
6 KOs) to the canvaswith aleft hooklessthana
minute into the first round and never let up,
forcing refereeJoe Cortezto step betweenthe
boxersand halt the fight 17 secondsinto the
secondof whatwas scheduledo be a six-round
bout.

In the first bout of the day, Abner Cotto,
a second cousin to Puerto Rican champion Mi
Cotto, remained unbeaten with a unanimous
decision over Lupe Guzman of Lubbo@kxas, ir
a six-roundbattleof lightweights.

Cottois 5-0 with 3 KOs while Guzmanfell to
3-5with 2 KOs. !
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